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PREFACE. 



I VENTURE to believe that there is still room for a book on 
the subject of Hydraulic Machinery ; this belief being con- 
firmed by the fact that students frequently ask me to name a 
work on this subject suited to their wants. The difficulty in 
naming a work, obtainable at a moderate price, and which 
contains really sound information, couched in language that 
ordinary students and readers can understand, has led me to 
produce the present^ volume. 

In books of this class an attempt is usually made to avoid 
using the calculus, or to disguise its use in the language of 
so-called elementary mathematics ; this course is not altogether 
free from objections, the proofs given being usually long, 
difficult, and not too exact. 

The present work is the result of a suggestion by Professor 
Perry, F.R.S., whose treatment of the theoretical portions of 
the subject I have followed ; and I venture to think that, 
although in some cases it has seemed necessary to make 
use of elementary applications of the calculus, the proofs are 
simple, easy, and satisfactory. The student who does not 
possess the small amount of knowledge necessary to follow 
the reasoning, had better accept the results without proof than 
attempt to master those often given. 

My many years' connection with Professor Perry as his 
chief assistant, precludes any idea on my part of putting 
forward a claim to originality in a subject which the Professor 
always invests with a peculiar interest. I therefore take this 
opportunity of acknowledging my indebtedness, and returning 
my thanks, not only to Professor Perry for his readily given 
and generous help, but to all others who have assisted me 
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vi HyarauHc Machinery. 

I would mention the name of my colleague, Mr. Robert 
Johnston, Whitworth Scholar, as one to whom I am specially 
indebted for valuable practical suggestions, and assistance in 
the preparation of drawings for the illustrations. 

It is impossible to refer by name to all who have, beyond 
my hope even, assisted me ; but I would state that to the 
Council of the Institution of Civil Engineers, and that of 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, as well as to the 
proprietors and editors of * The Engineer,' of * Engineering ' 
and of * Cassier's Magazine ' I am under great obligations for 
permission to reproduce illustrations which have appeared in 
their respective journals. The last-mentioned have enhanced 
the value of their permission by the loan of some valuable 
blocks. 

To the heads of engineering firms and private friends I 
am also much indebted. Among the former the directors of 
Sir W. G. Armstrong & Co., and the directors of Tweddell's 
System, Limited, have my special thanks for generous help. 
I hope that all others who have assisted me — and whose 
names I have, as far as possible, mentioned throughout the 
work — will accept this method of publicly returning them 
my hearty thanks. 

I have tried to produce a work containing sound informa- 
tion, not only in regard to the elements of the subject, but also 
in respect of good modern examples of hydraulic machinery 
of almost every class. 

I trust that not only ordinary readers, and students of 
engineering, but also those of higher practical attainments 
may find that the book will repay their perusal. 

-^; ROBERT GORDON BLAINE. 



City Guilds* Technical College, 

FiNSBURY, London, E.C. 

January 1897. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONTENTS. 



SECTION PAGE 

INTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

I. COMPRESSIBILITY OF WATER . . . . . . . . 2 

II. THE HYDRAULIC PRESS . . . . . . . . 3 

III. HYDRAULIC JACK . . . . . . . . . . 1 4 

IV. APPLICATIONS OF THE HYDRAULIC PRESS . . . . 1 9 

V. FLUIDS AND FLUID PRESSURE . . . . . . 27 

VI. LINES OF FORCE AND EQUIPOTENTIAL SURFACES . . 34 

VII. HYDRAULICS FRICTION OF WATER AT DIFFERENT 

VELOCITIES.. .. .. .. .. .. 41 

VIII. FLOW OF WATER (l) FROM ORIFICES ; (2) THROUGH 

PIPES; (3) IN CHANNELS. . . . . . . . 47 

IX. COEFFICIENTS OF HYDRAULIC RESISTANCE . . . . 57 

X. DISTRIBUTION OF ENERGY — LAW OF COi^STANT 

ENERGY PER LB. CHANGE OF ENERGY AT RIGHT 

ANGLES TO STREAM LINES . . . . . . 63 

XL THE MEASUREMENT OF FLOWING WATER .. .. 7 1 

XII. JET PROPULSION . . . . . . . . . . 87 

XIII. NOZZLES AND JETS . . . . . . . . . . 99 

XIV. WATER-WHEELS.. .. .. .. .. .. 105 

XV. CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS .. .. ., .. .. IIO 

XVI. TURBINES . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 

XVII. SOME TURBINES AND TURBINE-POWER INSTALLA-- 

TIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



V 



viii Hydraulic Machinery, 

SECTION 

XVIII. SPEED REGULATION 

XIX. HYDRAULIC TRANSMISSION OF POWER 

XX. HYDRAULIC CRANES . . 

XXI. HYDRAULIC LIFTS 

XXII. HYDRAULIC CANAL LIFTS, AND GRAVING DOCKS 

XXIH. HYDRAULIC ENGINES . . 

XXIV. BRIDGE AND DOCK-GATE MACHINERY 

XXV. HYDRAULIC MACHINERY ON BOARD SHIPS . . 

XXVI. HYDRAULIC MACHINE TOOLS . . 

XXVII. PUMPS . . 

XXVIII. THE HYDRAULIC INTENSIFIER 

XXIX. HYDRAULIC RAMS 

XXX. HYDRAULIC BRAKE 

XXXI. WASTE OF POWER IN HYDRAULIC MAINS 

APPENDIX 

INDEX . , . . . . . . c . 



PAGE 
189 

249 
265 
281 

321 

344 
348 

355 
360 

371 
377 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




HYDRAULIC MACHINERY. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Machinery actuated by water is termed "hydraulic machinery," 
and writers often include under this title machines, such as pumps, 
which act on water. Hydraulic appliances were known and used 
from a very early date. Many of these, mainly for raising water, were 
employed long before the beginning of the Christian era. 

The use of water as a natural source of power has not been as 
much resorted to in this country as in many others, owing to our 
large supplies of coal, and the fact that a water supply with sufficient 
fall is not often available where the power is required. The per- 
fection attained in the construction of turbine water wheels, together 
with the decline of our coal supply and the perfecting of electrical 
methods of transmission, render this source of power one of increasing 
importance. 

Without referring at length to the history of the development of 
hydraulic machinery, it may be mentioned that the invention of the 
force pump by Ctesibius about 200 B.C., of the double-acting pump 
by La Hire in 17 18, the hydraulic ram by Whitehurst in 1772, and 
the hydraulic press by Joseph Bramah in i8o2,:are important epochs. 
The suitability of water as a medium for the transmission of 
power has been fully recognised in recent years, thanks mainly to 
Lord Armstrong, to whose inventive genius we are indebted for the 
initiation of our modem central station hydraulic systems. 

The provision of an efficient, moderate-speed, self-governing, 
high-pressure water motor for variable powers — now occupying the 
attention of inventors — will, no doubt, greatly extend the use of 
hydraulic power. The following pages are written with the hope 
of assisting the student to obtain a fairly thorough groundwork of 
knowledge in connection with this subject. 
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Hydraulic Machinery. 



I. 
COMPRESSIBILITY OF WATER. 

A FLUID is " something which flows " and may range in consistency 
from the very viscous pitch which breaks with a glossy fracture, but 
which, if left heaped up in a bucket, gradually ^ settles down and 
" flows " over the edge of the bucket in festoons ; to a very volatile 
and highly compressible fluid such as a gas. Fluids of that class 
which is only very slightly compressible, offering very little resist- 
ance to change of shape but great resistance to change of volume, 
are called " liquids." Water is a good representative of this class, 
and we shall confine our attention mainly to it 

Water is not incompressible, though the old Florentine philo- 
sophers thought it was. They devised an experiment which they 
thought would settle the matter. They knew that a sphere contains 
a larger volume than any other figure of the same surface area ; 
hence they took a hollow spherical globe of gold, filled it with water 
and sealed it hermetically. The globe was then beaten so as to 
make its shape no longer spherical, when small drops of water made 
their appearance on the surface of the globe, having oozed through 
the gold rather than submit to a diminution in bulk. The philo- 
sophers then decided that water was incompressible, which was not 
proved by the experiment ; all that was proved being the fact that 
water resists compression very much. 

A cast-iron shell filled with water, and fitted with a small screw 
which could be screwed into the shell, gave a similar result, water 
finding its way to the outer surface of the shell in the form of fine 
spray when the pressure became very great, the shell shortly after- 
wards falling gently to pieces. This non-dangerous method of 
fracture produced by water pressure renders it a favourite medium 
for the testing of boilers, &c. 

Water is compressible, but only to a very slight extent. Hooke's 
famous law, " Stress is proportional to strain," enables us to find the 
actual compressibility of water. 

The law is : — 

Change of hydrostatic pressure all 1 (K X the fractional change 
over the body's surface . . . . J 1 of volume, 
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Hydraulic Press — Elementary Principles. 3 

where K is the modulus of cubic compressibility. Stated algebraically 

the negative sign indicating that the volume diminishes as the pressure 
increases. For water K = 300,000 lbs. per sq. inch, and if we take 
a change of .pressure = one atmosphere (14 '7 lbs. per sq. inch) and 
an original volume (V) of i cubic inch, 

14*7 = 300,000 — , 

or 

o f' = = = nearly. 

300,000 20,410 20,000 

We see, therefore, that the fractional change of volume correspond- 
ing to a change of pressure of one atmosphere is about ^T^.^xny^^* 

It will not be very far wrong, therefore, to assume that water is 
incompressible ; if, as in many problems, the pressure is no longer 
changing^ the volume, of course, remains constant, and in any case 
the change of volume is very small. 



II. 
THE HYDRAULIC PRESS. 

The principle underlying the action of this and other hydraulic 
machines of the same class is said to have been discovered by 
Stevinus, but was enunciated by Pascal 150 years before Joseph 
Bramah made a practical use of the principle. Pascal's statement is 
that " if a vessel full of water, closed on all sides, has two openings, 
the one a hundred times as large as the other, and if each be supplied 
with a piston which fits it exactly, then a man pushing the small 
piston will equilibrate that (?) of 100 men pushing the piston which 
is 100 times as large, and will overcome that of 99." In other words, 
there will be equilibrium if the forces are inversely as the areas of the 
pistons. 

This is a direct consequence of the law — proved at page 29 — 
that in a fluid, if grav ity be neglected, the intensity of pressure is 
everywhere the same. ' ' ^ 

B 2 
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4 Hydraulic Machinery. 

This result may be obtained in another way as an illustration of 
the " law of work," which may be stated as follows : — " The work 
given to any machine, or done on the machine, is exactly equal to 
that obtained from or done by the machine, if there is no waste and 
no storage of energy, and if the machine works at a steady speed." 

To apply this law to a case which illustrates Pascal's principle 
exactly : in Fig. i are shown two vessels E and D connected by the 
pipe S, and therefore fulfilling the conditions of Pascal's one vessel, 
the vessels and pipe being filled with water, except where the space 
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Fig. I. 

is occupied by the ram R and the plunger P. Suppose the vessels 
and pipe to be watertight, and that water is incompressible : hence 
/ inches of the plunger enter the water, a I cubic inches of water are 
displaced by it, its cross section being a square inches. This water 
tries to escape, but if nothing yields nor breaks it cannot do so. 
Hence it must find room by forcing the ram R (and its load) up 
through a distance c inches. Hence, from the law of work, neglecting 
friction, w I =^V^ C] if the area of the ram is A square inches, 

/ A 

- = - , and as / divided by c is the relative motion of P and R, 
c a 

evidently the velocity ratio of the machine is the ratio of tJie area of 

the ram to that of the pump plunger. 
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Packing Leathers. 5 

As an illustration, if A is 100 square inches, and /i is i square 
inch, then when P moves in say 100 inches, .100 cubic inches of 
water are displaced, and will find room by moving R up one inch. 

It should be borne in mind, however, that in all machines less 
energy is obtained from the machine than is put into it ; the ratio of 
the latter amount to the former (under conditions of steady speed and 
no storage of energy) is called the efficiency of the machine. In the 
hydraulic press this may be considerably over 90 per cent. 

To be accurate, the force exerted by P is equal to that necessary 
to overcome friction, together with that exercised against W. 




Packing Leathers. 

It may not be out of place here to direct attention to the method 
of packing the ram R so as to allow it to move in and out of the 
press cylinder watertight. In 
the cylinder is a rectangular 
recess in which a tunnel-shaped 
piece of leather is inserted, as 
shown at // (Fig. i). Some 
of the water in D finds its way 
past F F; this water, getting 
inside the leather /, forces the latter more and more tightly against 
the ram as the pressure becomes greater and greater, thus prevent- 
ing leakage. This, in fact, constitutes 
the most important part of Bramah's 
invention. 

Leather packings are of different 
shapes. Sometimes they are cup- 
shaped, as shown in Fig. 2, this form 
being used in the hydraulic jack. Fig. 3. 

Sometimes the shape is that of a hat 

with straight brim and no crown, as in Fig. 3, or they may be U-shaped, 
as in Fig. 4, which is the form usually employed for packing-press 
i:ams. Such packings are 
made by soaking a disc of 
leather of the proper size in 
hot water until the leather is 
soft, and then pressing it into 

a mould of the required shape by a corresponding core, which is forced 
and held down by a screw till the leather is dry, or in cases where a 





,- 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



6 Hydraulic Machinery. 

large number of such leathers have to be made, by the ram of a 
small hydraulic press. 

In the case of the U leather, the pressing may be done in two 
stages: first it is pressed into the cup shape, and then into the 
U shape, the central disc being afterwards cut out. The recess in 
the press cylinder in which such leathers sit should be lined with gun- 
metal, and in many cases that portion of the ram which comes into 
contact with the leather is also covered with gim-metal or copper. 

Friction of Leather Packings. 

The friction of such packings as those referred to above has been 
the subject of a considerable number of experiments. Mr. Hick, of 
Bolton, found that the law of friction in such cases is a simple one, 
showing friction proportional to total load on the ram, and inversely 
proportional to the diameter of the latter. 

The law can be expressed approximately as follows : — 

P being the total load on the ram of which D is the diameter in 
inches. If, for instance, the diameter of the ram is 8 inches and the 
total load 50 tons, the force necessary to overcome the friction of the 
leather. 

The formula may be readily put into the following shape. Since 
•7854 D'/ may be taken = P, /= '0314 D/ for well lubricated 
leathers, where/ is the pressure of the water in lbs. per square inch. 
With new or badly lubricated leathers the coefficient is '0471. 

The U packing can be more readily placed in position if the 
cylinder, as is usually the case, be fitted with a removable ring or 
gland. The lower end of the ram should be well rounded,, as the 
leather is usually a little smaller in inside diameter than the ram. 

For small rams or pistons, strips of leather wound spirally are 
used as packing. India-rubber packing is also sometimes employed. 

Hemp Packings. 

These are now used for hydraulic cylinders on account of their 
comparatively small cost. The hemp must be compressed with a 
great pressure, sufficient to make a joint against the ram watertight 
under the highest pressures, hence the friction of such packings is 
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Hydraulic Hand Press. 



high even when small pressures are sometimes used. The gland and 
stuffing-box are similar to those employed on steam-engine cylinders. 
The friction of such packings cannot be so accurately expressed as 
in the case of leather packings. It is said that if well lubricated, the 
rule /= 0*1 X / D may be employed, which gives /= 1782 lbs. in 
our example, or over three times that of the leather. This formula 
is, however, doubtful, for 
in this case friction is too 
dependent on lubrication, 
the tightness of packing, 
&c., to be readily expres- 
sible in an easy rule. 

It is .possible to make 
such packings tight for 
very high pressures. 

Hand Press. 

The action of the press 
will be understood from 
an examination of Fig. 5, 
where a section of a hand 
press is shown. The pump 
plunger C on its upward 
stroke draws in water 
through the upward-open- 
ing valve F ; in the down 
stroke F closes and G 
opens, allowing the water 
to pass along the pipe E 
to the press cylinder D, 
which is already filled with 
water. The influx of this 
new supply, due to the 
downward stroke of C, causes the ram B to be raised ; thus goods 
resting on the platform attached to B are pressed on the continuance 
of the operation. 

' The safety valve H opens and allows some water to escape, 
should the pressure accidentally exceed the limit which has been 
fixed as the greatest consistent with safety. Other details are 
apparent from the figure. 

This machine, formerly much used, has now to a large extent 




Fig. 5. 
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8 Hydratilic Machinery. 

been superseded by the power press, worked either from private 
steam pumps or public hydraulic power mains. 

Even ^ith a machine of this kind great forces may be exerted, 
two men working the pump being able to crush into shapeless masses 
great blocks of oak, and even to reduce large cubes of glass or stone 
to powder. 

Such machines are very efficient. 

One reason why the frictional waste of energy is so small in the 
case of the hydraulic press, is that the motion of the water is very 
slow, for, as we shall see later on, in fluids the friction depends very 
much on velocity, and is indefinitely small when the motion is very 
slow. Whatever loss there is from this cause, occurs in the narrow 
passages rather than in the press itself. The solid friction is mainly 
at the fulcrum of the lever, and at the glands where leather or hemp 
rub on metals, this quasi-solid friction being proportional to load. 
Hence we might expect to find — ^what experimenters have found — 
that the total friction is about proportional to the total load. With 
fluids like petroleum oils the friction would be less but the difficulty 
of packing greater, whereas with fluids like tar, honey, etc., it would 
be necessary, in order to get a high efficiency, to make, perhaps, only 
one stroke per hour. 

We have assumed that in the hydraulic press there is no storage 
of energy ; this is hardly correct, even if we disregard the compressi- 
bility of the water. The lifting of the ram is, in fact, a storing of 
energy which is almost all given out again as the ram descends. It 
is usual to regard this lifting of the ram as an absolute small waste of 
energy, but if the load raised be, say, less than the weight of the ram 
itself, it becomes necessary to take it into account. This is the case 
in warehouse and hotel hoists or lifts, which will be referred to more 
fully in a later section. One difficulty which presents itself in attempt- 
ing to take the weight of the ram into account is, that as the ram 
rises its apparent weight, i.e. the part of its weight to be overcome, 
increases. You. know that a stone, when immersed in water^ is easier 
to lift than when it is in air ; and just so here, as the ram rises, more 
and more of it is in air and less in water, hence it is harder and 
harder to lift. Usually the loads on a hydraulic press are so great 
compared with the weight of the ram that the latter may be neglected ; 
but in lifts it has often to be taken into account and balanced iii ways 
which will be explained. 
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Methods of Varying the Presstire. 9 

Press Details. Variation of Pressure. 

In the case of hydraulic jacks, the load on the ram is the same 
throughout the whole operation, but this is not the case in the 
hydraulic press when used for baling operations. In the case of 
bales of cotton which are brought to England via the Suez Canal, it 
is necessary to compress the cotton so tightly that it looks like a piece 
of oak when cut, and, indeed, can be planed up like oak. In pressing 
material of this kind, there is, during the early part of the operation, 
comparatively little pressure on the ram ; but it is the greatest total 
pressure to be exerted which determines the relative sizes of ram and 
plunger. It is obvious that if the ram were to rise quickly during the 
early part of the operation under small pressure, and then more 
slowly and under greater pressure towards the end, a saving of time 
and a more regular expenditure of energy would be effected. 

This object is, to a certain extent, carried out by different 
arrangements. In hand presses, for instance, the fulcrum of the lever 
is in some cases changed, so as to give a greater mechanical advan- 
tage towards the end ; or a large pump may be used at the beginning, 
and a small one at the end ; or two equal pumps may be used first, 
and only one afterwards. 

In another form of baling machine twelve pump plungers are 
attached to the cross-heads of steam engines. At the beginning of 
the operation all twelve are working and the pressure is small. As 
the pressure gets greater one set of four pumps is detached, so that 
they merely pump water back into the tank from which they take it, 
hence expend very little energy. Eight pumps are now forcing water 
into the press, \thich rises much more slowly than before, but as the 
eight have nearly the whole horse-power of the engines acting on 
them, they are able to give to the water a; far higher pressure. Near 
the close of the operation four more are thrown out of gear, and the 
pressure is correspondingly increased. It is now more common to 
use sets of six pumps and throw them out of gear two at a time. 
In some cases more than one press and ram are used, the extra rams 
commencing to act when the greater pressure is required. 

Or an accumulator (p. 171), supplying water at, say, J ton per 
square inch, may be used for the earlier part of the operation, 
involving 70 to 80 per cent, of the total lift of the ram, the remain- 
ing 20 per cent, movement being effected by the action of water 
direct from the pumps, rising to a final pressure of 2 J tons per 
square inch or even higher. This method is very convenient, saves 
time, and requires smaller engine power ; but it is not economical, 
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as the full accumulator pressure is employed at the earlier stages, 
where loo or 200 lbs. per square inch would be sufficient. In some 
niodem presses the hydraulic intensifier is employed, and the 
pressure of the water supplying the press varied in this way ; but this 
has the same disadvantage of want of economy during the earlier 
portions of the operation. To obviate to some extent this difficulty, 
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Mr. Bellhouse * introduced his hydraulic intensifier (p. 345), used first 
as a diminisher, giving a pressure of 224 lbs. per square inch, the 
accumulator pressure of J ton per square inch being next employed, 
and afterwards the operation is completed by the help of the in- 
tensifier used as an intensifier, and giving 2 J tons per square inch. 

* * Minutes of Proceedings of Institution of Civil Engineers,* vol. xcix. 
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Details of Presses. \\ 

The change of pressure required during the operation of pressing 
one class of Manchester goods is clearly shown by the curve in 
Fig. 6. 

Probabl)rthe further development of the intensifier method will 
lead to still greater economy.* 

Pumps for Press Work. 

In connection with modem presses direct-acting pumps are most 
usually employed. This system was first applied by Messrs. Nasmyth, 
Wilson & Co. In their system direct-acting pumps without fly-wheels 
are used, the cranks being set at quarter-centres ; the engines move 
whenever water is required, the steam being used unexpansively and 
throttled to agree with the requirements of the load. This system is 
economical but requires large plant. 

Direct-acting pumps with fly-wheels are much used, it being more 
usual to have fly-wheels than to trust to the automatic reversal of 
motion. 

Details of Presses. 

Press cylinders were formerly made of cast iron only. Presses 
from 9 to 14 inches in diameter, with a thickness in the latter case of 
10 inches, gave little, if any, factor of safety at the highest pressures. 
Thus the 14-inch press was stressed to 4 tons per square inch at its 
inmost layers, and even with chilled castings this gave almost a 
dangerous stress. The maximum squeeze exerted by the ram was 
460 tons. Owing to the wish of exporters to pack tighter and tighter, 
and thus reduce freight charges, steel was tried as a material for press 
cylinders, and has now come into general use. 

The ultimate tensile stress in this case is 25 to 35 tons per square 
inch, the usual thickness for a 14-inch press being about 2 J inches, 
thus giving a factor of safety of 3 or more, at usual pressures of 
2^ or 2f tons per square inch, and permitting a maximum squeeze of 
700 tons. 

The ram acts of course in compression, hence cast iron is good 
enough. It is usual to case the upper part for 42 to 48 inches with 
a brass hoop, to reduce friction and prevent deterioration of the 
leather packing, or in some cases a copper covering, deposited by 
electrolytic methods, is used. 

The platen or table is guided to move vertically by four^ rollers, 
working on accurately turned pillars. 

It ^ill be understood that the table has to be removed whenever 
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Modern Hydraulic Press, 13 

a new packing leather is introduced, hence facilities for this removal 
must be provided in the design. The press tops ' and bottoms are 
made of cast iron, and are in reality compound beams strengthened 
by flanges, a continuous top flange of greater cross-section than the 
somewhat similar bottom fl^pge giving the increased tensile strength 
which the m^tterial lacks, and which experience has shown to be 
necessary. The designer must also, in this and other hydraulic 
machines of the same class, provide a means of emptying the 
cylinders of water in time of frost, when the machine is out of use. 

A reference to a drawing of a good modem press will show how 
these matters are all carefully adjusted. 

Piping, — Steel piping \f, now always used for the conveyance of 
t\iQ high-pressure water supplying the press, its greater tensile strength 
and smaller liability to corrosion rendering it much more suitable 
than either cast or wrought iron. 

Efficiency, — ^With small pressures and low speeds, the efficiency of 
an accumulator or press with constant load, may be determined ap- 
proximately by observing the pressures by gauge as the ram rises 
and as it falls. An efficiency of about 98 per cent, may be expected, 
but with high pressures or speeds the method cannot be accurately 
carried out. A series of actual tests for efficiency at, or including, 
high pressures, would be most interesting. 

Modern Hydraulic Press. 

Fig. 7 shows a good modem hydraulic press. It has a top and 
bottom platen, also three massive columns, a bottom cylinder with 
its ram, and two top cylinders with their rams ; there are also the 
top and bottom followers with lashing plates and revolving boxes 
— the parts below the baling platform are not shown in the figure — 
the function of the whole being as follows : — 

After the sliding boxes have been filled, say with cotton, from the 
upper or filling floor, the first box is brought over an opening in the 
raised platform, seen undemeath the upper floor, and its contents are 
discharged into one of the revolving boxes of the press (seen nearly 
under the press) which is at that time brought below that opening. 
The frame is then moved and the second filling box is brought over 
the opening in the platform, and its contents pressed into the revolv- 
ing box by means of a " treader " attached to the ram of the hydraulic 
cylinder provided for that purpose. The treader is then withdrawn, 
and the cotton being held down by an automatic apparatus, the third 
box is brought into position and its contents forced in by the treader. 
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14 Hydraulic Machinery. 

The revolving box having now been filled and^the cotton held by the 
automatic apparatus, it is turned round and brought wi^h its contents 
into the position to be compressed and finished by the rams of the 
press, whilst the other revolving box is moved under the opening in 
the platform and undergoes a similar filling simultaneously with the 
pressing and finishing of the first bale. There are three ramfe to each 
press, the bottom one doing the preliminary pressing, the addition of 
the other two larger top rams giving the necessary finishing force. 
The lower end of the bottom ram, and the working surface of the 
top rams, are covered with gun-metal to diminish friction and abrasion 
of cup-leathers. 

By this arrangement a considerable saving in the time necessary 
for making a bale is effected, and bales of great weight can be made 
in a press of ordinary dimensions. 



III. 
HYDRAULIC JACK. 



This is one of the most useful of the portable machines for raising 
loads, and it is rapidly displacing — indeed has already in a large 
measure displaced — the older and le^s efficient screw jack. Fig. 8 
shows a section of the best-known form of the jack. Here the ram 
is stationary and the casing or press moves ; the ram being packed 
in a watertight manner by a cup leather of the kind already de- 
scribed, fastened on the top of the ram by a washer and set-screw as 
shown. The handle N works the pump plunger by means of the 
crank K, whose length is KO.' When the handle is raised, water 
enters from the cistern C, by the inward opening valve S, the space 
under the plunger. If the handle be now pushed down, part of the 
water under the plunger finds its way through the downward-opening 
valve M into the space H above the ram, and as more and more 
water is forced into this space the casing rises on the ram thus 
raising any load which may be resting on the casing of the jack. 
The toe T may be employed for lifting rails or other low-lying loads. 
The load is lowered by slackening the lowering screw Y, which opens 
a passage from H to the cistern C, and the load on the jack forces 
the water from H back into C, thus diminishing the volume in H 
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and lowering the load. A set-screw or other projection in the casing 
of the jack works into a vertical slot in the ram to prevent the former 
from turning on the latter as it rises or descends. 




Fig. 8. 



Fig. 9. 



A newer and improved form of the jack, for raising very large 
loads, is shown in Fig. 9. 

The plunger in rising creates a partial vacuum under it, the water 
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entering through the grating and by the valve Vj, which are in the 
plunger itself. On the down stroke of the plunger this valve is closed 
and V2 opened, the water is therefore forced through the passage in 
the ram R into the space M. As more and more water is forced 
into M the ram R and casing A are raised, and with them the load 
on the casing. 

In this form of jack the ram is protected from injury, which is 
not the case in the older and commoner forms of the apparatus, and 
the cup-leather packing L is kept moist more readily. If, from any 
cause, leakage occurs in the older form of jack, the water all escapes 
and the leather becomes hard and dry ; whereas in this form, even if 
leakage does take place, the leather is still immersed. A horizontal 
section of the ram is not circular, but has a flat side, the casing being, 
of course, of the same shape, hence the groove and set-screw are not 
required. These and other improvements show the evolution of this 
appliance in the capable hands of Messrs. Tangye. 

Of the practical utility of the hydraulic jack as a portable machine 
for raising weights, it is not necessary to say much. Our great 
advance in hand load-raising appliances is evident from the facts, 
that half a century ago Le Bas required the help of Jf80 men working 
capstans to raise the Luxor Obelisk in Paris, whilst nineteen years 
ago Cleopatra's Needle was raised to its present position on the 
Thames Embankment hy four men^ each working one hydraulic jack. 

Some readers may think that in these machines the shape of' the 
end of the ram has some effect on the total force with which the ram 
is pressed upwards. This is not so ; the fact to be borne in mind 
is that water is almost frictionless, and hence can press only normal Ij^ 
on any surface confining it. 

We may imagine the water particles to be little bodies very well 
greased, each particle pressing on its neighbours because they all 
press on it, but it presses and is pressed equally 
in all directions. When, therefore, it comes in 
contact with a wall or boundary of a vessel, 
the pressure must be normal on the boundary, 
and the same on every unit of area at the same 
depth. This is also true of any interface sepa- 
rating two portions of the water. 

The only thing to consider then, is whether 
the ram in moving up one inch leaves the same 
empty space behind whatever the shape of the 
end may be, and a little consideration of such a figure as Fig. 10 will 
show that this is true. 
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Efficiency of the Hydraulic Jack. 

It is rather difficult to find the law of efficiency of an apparatus 
like this, where the motion is reciprocating, as a v/eight has to be 
applied to the handle, and this weight must be lifted by hand in the 
upward stroke of the handle. 

The following experiment with a 3-ton jack — not, however, in 
very good order — ^was carried out by an evening student (Mr. J. W. 
Kearton) at the Technical College, Finsbury. Great care was taken 
to get approximately accurate results, the load being applied by a 
long lever, and the handle replaced by a pulley, so that the arm of 
the applied force might be constant. 

The results shown on Fig, 1 1 were obtained. 



Efficiency of a Hydraulic Jack. Experimental Results. 

Three-ton hydraulic jack. Mechanical advantage of pulley used 
instead of handle, 14!; diameter of ram, 2 inches; diameter of 
plunger, i inch. .•. velocity ratio of jack = 14*75 X 4 = 59. 

Efficiency = ^Q'^^ g^^^^ ^^^ Let W be raised i foot. P must 
work put m 

move through 59 feet. .*. work given out = W x i, work put 

W W 

in = P X 59, or efficiency = =, or generally = -, where 

r is the velocity ratio. 

The smallest force P at the handle necessary to raise steadily a 
load W was in each case observed. Values of P and W are shown 
in the lower curve (Fig. 11). 

It will be seen that the corresponding values of P and W are 
connected by a " straight line law." In other words, 

P = ^W + ^, 

where a and c are constants. 

To find their values in this case, take two points, say R and S, 
on the curve. 

AtR, 

P = 21, W -= 780, . 

and at S, 

P = 51, W = 2025. 

c 
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Presses /qt Specific Purposes. 19 

Putting these values into the general equation, 
(i) 21 :;= dr 780 + <:, 
(2) 51 =^2025 +^, 
whence by subtraction, 

30 = « 1245, ox a — •0241, 
and this value of «. substituted in (i) gives 

c — 2 •202. 

Hence the law of the machine is 

P = • 0241 W + 2 • 202. 
The law connecting efficiency (E) and load (W) is 

59 (-0241 w + 2- 202) jg^-.^^^^^ii^y 

2 * 202 
which, when W becomes great, and hence - negligible, gives 

E = ; = • 7 as the greatest possible efficiency, . 



IV. 
APPLICATIONS OF THE HYDRAULIC PRESS. 

Hydraulic presses are now used for a great variety of purposes — 
in fact, almost all pressing operations are performed by a modification 
of Bramah's famous machine. 

Oils are expressed from seeds, porous materials are freed from 
moisture and consolidated, and even metals are forced to pass through 
orifices and assume given shapes by the great pressure of a hydraulic 
press. A treatise might be written on the various modifications of 
the hydraulic press, but our limited space permits only a reference to 
one or two forms which seem most interesting, and which may not 
be familiar to the reader. Of these probably a 

Hydraulic Press for making Lead Pipes 

is one of the most curious. The fact that metals like \^z.^flow when 
subjected to great pressure, is referred to at p, 27, M. Tresca*s 
famous experiments showing this very clearly. 

c 2 
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This fact is taken advantage of in making the ordinary lead pipes 
with which we are so familiar in connection with the fitting up of 




Fig. 12. 



new dwelling houses in towns, and the visits of the plumber after a 
severe frost. 

Fig. 12 shows clearly the arrangement as employed in the best 
works where lead pipes are made. 
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To the left of the figure is seen a small steam engine and pump 
by which water is forced into the press or water cylinder, seen in the 
lower portion of the central 
figure. The upper part of 
the ram of this press, shown 
in section, bears a thick 
vessel called a container, 
which can be detached and 
moved by means of the 
derrick (seen above) to the 
stove on the right. This 
container is placed on the 
stove and heated to 300° or 
400° F. ; it is then replaced 
on its ram, and molten lead 
is run in from the pot on the 
right. All scum or dirt having 
been removed from the sur- 
face of the molten lead, the 
container and the hollow lead 
ram are placed in proper 
position, as shown in the 
figure, the lead being allowed-^ 
to cool and consolidate. The 
pump is now. put into opera- 
tion, and the container is 
forced upwards on its small 
hollow ram, shown in the 
central figure. This ram has 
an annular die in its lower 
end, with core fastened to 
the container, the section of 
the annular hole in this die 
being that of the required 
lead pipe. As the container 
moves up under the great 
pressure of its supporting 
ram, the lead is forced 
through this die in a con- 
tinuous stream, which is the 




Fig. 13. 



lead pipe, this pipe being wound on the hand wheel shown in the 
top left-hand portion of the figure. Larger pipes are supported from 
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the ceiling by small pulley blocks and ropes, and are not wound on 
the reel. 

The pressure required for making lead pipes is from one to two 
tons per square inch, according to the size of pipe. Composition 
pipes, and pipes made of tin and covered with lead, are constructed, 
also electric light cables covered with lead, by a modification of this 
machine. The arrangement for covering cables is shown in Figs. 13 
and 14. In this case the container is entered by a solid ram, and the 
cable is led through laterally in a way that will readily be understood 
from the plan (Fig. 14). The cable, in passing through the container, 
which contains lead under high pressure, emerges at the other side 
with the required covering of lead firmly adhering to it. In this case 



WATER Outlet 




Water Outlrt 



Fig. 14. 

there is a continuous circulation of cold water in a special chamber 
round the hollow block through which the cable runs. 

The dies for regulating the thickness of covering are placed in the 
hollow block, and the guiding cores are secured by regulating screws 
to the container. These cores are either hollow or double-cased, to 
allow of the flow of water. To prevent the metal passing through 
the side of the hollow block, the core is screwed up against the 
regulating ring or die, the cable is passed through the core, and when 
the metal is solidified in the first charge the core is unscrewed 
back as desired, to allow the metal to pass round and cover the 
cable. Thus the cable is only exposed at the point of contact, a 
very important matter. Many of the above devices and improve- 
ments are due to Mr. Alexander Wylie, of Johnstone, near Glasgow. 
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Oil Presses. 

A useful application of the hydraulic press is afforded in \hp 
operation of expressing oils from seeds. This oil-pressing business 
has now become widespread, and the kinds of seeds treated very 
numerous. 

Taking an important example, linseed, the method of treatment 
is briefly as follows : — The seed is first cleaned and separated from 
impurities ; it is then crushed between rolls, usually five in height, 
three being of larger and two of smaller diameter; the seed thus 
receiving four crushings. 




Fig. 15. 

The crushed seed is then heated in a vessel called a kettle, in 
which live steam is injected into the mass whilst it is thoroughly 
stirred by machinery, thus making it hot and moist. The stuff is 
now " moulded " in a hinged bottomless box, usually about 29 inches 
by 13 inches, and 3^ inches deep. A tray, with a piece of cloth 
about 6 feet long and 13 J inches wide on it, having been previously 
placed under this box, the loose ends of the cloth are folded over 
the seed, and the whole pushed forward over the ram of a small 
hydraulic press in the moulding machine. This forward motion 
automatically opens the valve of the press, and the mould of seed is 
subjected to pressure by the ram, which reduces the cake of seed 
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from 3 J inches to i J inch in thickness, or to a point at which the 
oil is just ready to flow, but is not actually expressed. Whilst one 
cake is being thus moulded, the attendant is preparing another as 
clescribed. 

The semi-solid moulded cake is now ready for the oil press 
(Fig. 15) It, and others like it, as soon as ready, are taken one at 

a time and placed in the press, each cake 
between two of the iron plates seen in 
the illustration. These plates are usually 
corrugated, and may bear any trade mark 
or legend desired. 

When the spaces between the plates 
have been filled, the plates are pressed 
closer together by the ram of a hydraulic 
press emerging from its cylinder, in a 
way which will readily be understood 
from the section. Fig. 16. Thus the six- 
teen cakes in each press are subjected to 
a pressure gradually increasing to i J ton 
per square inch, provision being made 
for conducting the' expressed oil to suit- 
able cisterns for filtering, or wherever it 
is required. 

The oil is used for many purposes, 
such as painting, and the cake, after the 
ott is extracted from it, forms a valuable 
• food for cattle. 

Mr. Greathead's Shield. 

A very interesting application of the 
hydraulic press is seen in the shield em- 
ployed by Mr. Greathead in the construc- 
tion of the City and South London Rail- 
way, and other, tunnels under the Thames. 
Figs. 17 and 18 show the construction of the shield, and enable 
its actton to be readily understood. The shield consists of a cylinder 
composed of two plies of steel plate, each \ inch thick, riveted 
together with countersunk rivets. This cylinder carries at its front 
end a strong ring of cast iron, to which are bolted the plates and 
channel irons forming the face, with steel cutters for excavating the 
tunnel, which is made either equal to, or a little greater in diameter 




Fig. 16. 
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than the cylinder, depending on whether the tunnel is, or is not, 
straight at the point in question. 

The inside of the cylinder in the rear of the face is lined with 
cast-iron segments, to which are fastened six hydraulic presses as 
shown in Fig. i8, one of these being shown in section in Fig. 17. 
These presses are supplied with water from pumps by pipes not 
shown in the illustrations. 

When the material is excavated the pumps are put into operation, 
and the rams of the presses force the shield forward. The rear end 
of the shield for a length of 2 feet 8 inches consists of the steel 
cylinder only, as shown in Fig. 17, and within it the tunnel lining, 
consisting of massive cast-iron segments, is put together; this 
cylinder being moved for- 
ward by admitting pres- 
sure water behind the 
pistons of the presses. 

A proper door must be 
constructed in the face of 
the shield, and air locks 
provided where com- 
pressed air is used. The 
space between the seg- 
ments and earth may be 
filled in with cement 
grouting, a special appa- 
ratus having been de- 
signed by Mr. Greathead 
for this purpose. 

Hydraulic 

Hoop-Tightening 

Press. 



Hydraulic machinery 
has been used for various 
processes connected with 
cask-making, though to a 
somewhat limited extent. 
Fig. 19* shows a novel 
application of a hydraulic press to the tightening of the permanent 
hoops. The cask, with its hoops partly on, is placed on a table or 

♦ From the 'Minutes of Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers,' 
vol. cxv., by permission. 
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platen over the ram of a hydraulic press. Above this table is a 
casting which carries a series of steel driving-arms, connected together 
in such a way that when one is pulled outwards they all open; and 
when released they fall together again, being weighted. Thie cask 
being placed in position, pressure water is admitted to the press and 
the ram and table ascend ; the driving arms catching the hoops force 
them on tightly. A relief valve is provided in the supply pipe, so 
that when the hoop becomes tight enough, and hence the pressure 
reaches a given intensity, the valve opens and the relative motion of 
hoop and cask ceases. Each hoop is thus driven, uniformly, to the 
proper degree of tightness, and with less risk of breaking the hoop. 

There are many other applications of the hydraulic press which 
space does not permit a reference to ; those indicated seem to be of 
considerable interest, and are not described in the usual text-books. 



V. 
FLUIDS AND FLUID PRESSURE. 

Fluidity. 

Before studying other hydraulic machines, it may be well, in order 
to understand their action fully, to consider some elementary laws 
regarding the pressure and flow of fluids. 

It is well known that when a substance is kept subjected to 
stresses for a long time the strains or deformations produced in the 
substance usually increase with time. 

This increase is, however, of importance only in the case of 
certain substances which have been called plastic. Mud, mortar, etc., 
have high degrees of plasticity, but the solids, wax and pitch, also 
exhibit this property. 

It is probable that if the stresses in the case of sealing wax are 
only small enough, the wax will behave like steel, but with even such 
stresses as are produced by its own weight, it bends more and more 
from day to day, nearly the whole of its deformation being " a per- 
manent set. If any substance is subjected to sufficiently high stresses 
it exhibits //<:w//W*(V. Thus steel can be drawn through a die to form 
pianoforte wire, and the plasticity of lead, copper and other metals 
is well known. 
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Perfect Fluids. 

A perfect fluid is incapable of resisting — except by its inertia — a 
change of shape ; that is, it is impossible for it to exert distorting or 
tangential stresses. Such a substance does not actually exist, for all 
fluids have viscosity or internal friction, which is defined as a resist- 
ance to change of shape depending on the rate at which the change 
is eff*ected. The fluids- which engineers have to deal with are water 
and vapours or gases, and it simplifies some of our calculations to 
assume that they have no internal friction. 

Hydrostatics. 

Hydrostatics deals with perfect fluids at rest, and the laws of 
hydrostatics are found practically to be applicable to water, air, gas, 
etc., when at rest, or moving slowly as in the hydraulic press. The 
laws would be applicable to even much more viscous fluids if the 
motion were only slow enough. The study of the behaviour of 
fluids in motion is not at all simple, and our knowledge of the laws 
relating to, say, water in motion is of an elementary kind. Since the 
laws of hydrostatics, referring primarily to water at rest, may be 
applied in many calculations connected with hydraulic machines, it 
may be well to refer briefly to some of the more important of them. 

The Nature of Fluid Pressure. 

An ordinary fluid at rest, or a perfect fluid under any circum- 
stances, cannot exert tangential forces ; hence the pressure on any 
surface — ^whether it be the boundary of a solid body or an imaginary 
interface between two contiguous portions of the fluid — is at every 
.^omt perpefidicular to the surface. 

The average intensity of pressure on a small surface is measured 
by dividing the total force distributed over the surface by the area of 
the surface. As the area becomes smaller and smaller round a point, 
the quotient approaches more and more nearly a limit which is the 
true value of the intensity of pressure at the point. In a fluid at rest 
any portion of it is kept at rest by forces acting on its boundary ; 
we may therefore regard this portion as a rigid body. 

Two Important Propositions. 

At any point in a fluid at rest, the intensity of pressure is the 
same on any interface, whatever its direction may be ; and if no 
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external forces, like gravity, act on the mass of the fluid, the pressure 
is the same at every point in the fluid. These two propositions may 
be proved as follows : — 

The resultant of the .fluid pressures on any portion of a spherical 
surface must, like its components, pass through the centre of the 
sphere. Hence, if we imagine a portion of the fluid — of the shape of 
a plano-convex lens (as in Fig. 20) — solidified, the resultant pressure 
on the plane side must pass through the centre of the sphere ; and 
therefore, being perpendicular to the plane, must 
pass through the centre of the plane area. If we 
take two concentric circles of nearly the same 
radius, the resultant of the pressures on each must 
pass through the common centre, from which it 
follows that the pressure is uniformly distributed 
over the narrow annulus. Now take the inter- 
secting circles ABE and D E F (Fig. 21), the in- 
tensity of pressure at B is the same as at A, since 
the points are equidistant from the centre O, and 
the intensity of pressure at D is the same as at 
A, for they are equidistant from P ; hence the 
intensity of pressure at D on the lune A B E D is 
the same as at B, and so on for other points. 

Hence the pressure on any plane area is uni- 
formly distributed over the area, and the resultant 
pressure must therefore pass through the centre of 
the area or " centre of gravity " of the area. 

Next imagine a triangular prism of the fluid, with ends perpen- 
dicular to the axis, to become solidified. 

Let the areas of its ends be ^^ and «2> ^^^ of its sides a^, a^ and 
^5 respectively. The forces on the two ends are the only forces in 
the direction of the axis of the prism ; these forces must be equal. 



Fig. 2a 




but 



•• A = A» 



or the intensity of pressure on any two parallel planes is the same. 
We have, seen that the resultant of uniformly distributed pressure over 
an area acts at the centre of the area. 

Now on our prism the forces at right angles to the axis balance, 
therefore they are parallel to the sides of a triangle (since the ends of 
the prism are parallel, the resultant forces act in one plane), which 
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triangle has its sides perpendicular respectively to the sides of a right 
section of the prism; therefore these figures are similar (Figs. 22, 
23, 24) ; hence 

A «6 : «6 : • A ^4 : «4> 
since the sides of the triangle, Fig. 24, are proportional to the areas 
^3, a^ and a^ respectively, or/5 = p^. 
Similarly, 

P^-Pk- A> 

hence the pressure at a point in a fluid is the same in all directions. 







\psas 



Fig. 22. 




P^«s 



Pressure due to Gravity. 

In the foregoing, volumetric forces like gravity were not taken 
into account. Consider a liquid acted on only by gravity. In 
Figs. 25 and 26 are seen a side and front view of a plane area 





Fig. 25. 



Fig. 26. 



immersed in the liquid. Let the intensity of pressure at depth y be 
p (variable) ; then the pressure on a very small area S a is p S a, 
and the whole pressure = ^pha for the whole area. But from 
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the rule for finding jF, S j' 3 « = jp A, if^iiere A is the whole area, jp the 
depth of the " centre of gravity " of the area, 

.-. .w%yha = w Aj, 
or 

l,wBay=:w Ajp. 

But w S ay = p B ay for w S ay = pressure on area 8 a. 

or the pressure on the whole area is found by multiplying f^e weight 
of unit volume of the liquid by the area and by the depth of its centre of 
gravity below tJie surface. 

Let this total pressure be denoted by R ; then /<, A = R if /„ is 
the average intensity of pressure, i.e. /„ A = 7£/ Ky ; or /« = '^^y 
and «/jp.is the pressure on unit area at depth J'. Hence the average 
intensity of pressure is the intensity of pressure at the " centre of gravity " 
or centre of the area. 

These rules also hold for areas which are not plane. 

Centre of Pressure. 

To find the centre of pressurcy or point of application of the 
resultant of all the pressures on a plane area, consider gravity alone 
acting on an incompressible fluid. 

We saw that R = w%ha. Now, if we take two axes of reference 
in the plane of the area in question, the axis of y being the line in 
which this plane meets the water surface, the axis of ^ a line in the 
plane at right angles to the first axis; then, since the sum of the 
moments of all the elementary forces about either of these axes must 
be equal to the moment of their resultant, if the element of area 8 a 
has co-ordinates x and yy and if the centre of pressure has co-ordinates 
jFand ~yy and if the inclination of the plane area to the vertical is ^, 
the whole pressure on 8 « is whax cos ^, and the moments of this 
about the two axes are 

hawxQ,o%B,x and haw xco%0 ,yy 
so that 

^x - wcosO%hax^y 

Ry = w cos O^Sa xy. 

The expression S 8« x^ is the moment of inertia of the area A 
about the axis ofyy and may be denoted by I ; the expression ^Saxy 
is sometimes called the product of inertia about the axes of x and y. 
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If, then, X and y are the co-ordinates of the centre of area, as 
h = X cos ^, we have 

w cos B I 

a/ X cos ^ A 

I 

^A 

and 



y = 



X A 



We see, then, that the position of the centre of pressure is inde- 
pendent of ^ — the inclination of the area to the vertical. 

Example, — A rectangle inclined at the angle to the vertical has 
one side, a feet, just on the surface, its inclined sides being each 
h feet long. Find the position of a single force which will balance 
all the pressure on the rectangle. 

Here ^ = -, and we find from calculation or from a table that I 

2 

of a rectangle about side a is — , so that 



3 

a IP' 



- X ab 

2 



^'-b. 



and 

R = w X , cos ^ . A 

= w-cosOab 

2 

.ab'' 
== Z£;cos^ — • 

2 

R is the force, and it is at right angles to the rectangle at a point 
two-thirds of the way downwards, along a central line parallel to the 
side b. It is evident that the centre of pressure is in this line from 
symmetry. If Iq is the moment of inertia of the area in question 
about a horizontal line through its centre, we know that 

1 = Io + A(^)2, 
and 

Io=AK2 

where K is the radius of gyration of the area about this axis. 

^ AK2+A(jc)2 K2 

.-. x = T- - - = — ~ + >y. 

Kx X 
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Hence the distance measured parallel to the axis of x of the centre 

of pressure from the centre of area is -^, or, if h is the depth of the 

centre of area, this distance is K^ cos -^ h. This distance is zero 
when the area is horizontal, and is negligible when x is great com- 
pared with K^. 

Example, — Find the centre of pressure of, and the total pressure 
on, a triangular area immersed in water, base 6 feet, height 10 feet, 
base in the surface and its plane inclined at 60° to the horizontal. 

The moment of inertia of a triangle of height h about its base is A ~ 

where A is the area of the triangle. 

^__I Kh^ h 

" X K "~6x^xA""2* 



In this case the centre of pressure is 5 feet from the base of the 
triangle. The total pressure is 

62 • 4 X 30 X — X sin 60° = 62 • 4 X 10 X 10 X — - 
3 2 

= 62-4 X 50 ^^^3 = 5403*8 lbs. 

Another law of hydrostatics of importance in studying hydraulic 
machinery, known as the principle of Archimedes — capable of easy 
experimental demonstration — that a body loses in weight by immersion 
in a liquid an amount equal to the weight of the liquid displaced^ may 
be proved as follows : — 

Imagine a portion of the liquid mass to become solidified without 
change of weight or volume ; this portion is at rest under the action 
of the surface pressures and its own weight, hence the upward re- 
sultant of the surface pressures must be equal and opposite to its 
weight, and must act through its centre of gravity. If this mass be 
replaced by one exactly the same in size and shape, but of, say, a 
heavier material, the surface pressures are the same as before, hence 
it, too, is subjected to an upward pressure equal to the iveight of thai 
portion of the liquid displaced by it. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



34 Hydraulic Machinery. 



VI. 

LINES OF FORCE AND EQUIPOTENTIAL 
SURFACES. 

Lines of force in a fluid are such that the direction of any one of 
them shows the direction of resultant force on a particle of the fluid 
there. 

If a fluid were acted on by gravity only, the lines of force would 
be radial to the centre of the earth, and a series of curves cutting 
these lines orthogonally would generate by revolution a series of 
equipotential surfaces or "level" surfaces. Equipotential or level 
surfaces are, therefore, in the case of gravity, nearly spherical surfaces. 
Small portions of the lines of force may be taken as parallel, and 
the surfaces appear as plane surfaces. To prove that 

EQUIPOTENTIAL SURFACES ARE SURFACES OF EQUAL PRESSURE 
AND EQUAL DENSITY. 

Since we are most concerned with that class of fluids called 
liquids, consider a prism of a liquid at rest relative to the rest of the 
liquid. Let a be the area of either end (Fig. 27). The end pressures 
are the same, the side forces producing no effect endwise, hence the 
resultants of the side pressures are at right angles to the axis of the 





Fig. 27. Fig. 28. 

prism, i.e. a line of force (same in direction as one of the resultant 
forces on the sides of the prism) is perpendicular to an equipotential 
surface. In an equipotential surface, therefore, there is no force 
tending to move a particle in the direction of, or along, the surface. 

Assume no friction. 

Let A B and CD (Fig. 28) be lines of force, B C and AD 
sections of equipotential surfaces. If a particle falls along A B it 
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stores energy in itself equal to Fj Si ; F^ being the force acting on 
it, and Si the distance A B. 

It passes from B to C without effort, passes up from C to D, 
expending an amount of energy Fj 83 in doing so, passing from D 
to A without effort. 

On the whole no work is done, the particle arriving where it 

started from. Hence 

Fi Si = F2 S2. 

As Fi Si is the work stored up in the body in falling from the one 

equipotential surface to the other, Fi Si is the difference of potential 

of the body in the two positions = the work 

done on the body in moving it from the first 

to the second position. 

The potential energy of i lb. of matter is 

called ** potential," denoted by the letter V. 

Let V = the potential energy of i lb. 

of the stuff in the lower 

level surface (Fig. 29). 

V + 8 V = the potential energy of i lb. 

of the stuff in the higher level surface. 

8 V = the work done in lifting the i lb. from lower to 

higher level surface along a line of force. 

If gravity alone acts 

8 V = oh. 

Take little prism of base area a^ height AD; its volume is 
<z . A p. If F = force on i lb. of stuff, w = weight of unit volume 
(say number of lbs. in i cubic foot). 

rt . A D . 7£/ . F = total force on prism, 
a(p + 8/) = force on one end, 
ap = force on the other; 

hence a . 8/ must balance the effect of F. 

.\ <r.8/ = - ii. AD.w.F, 

or - 8/ = F . A D . w. 

But F . A D = 8 V, 

^ = AD' 

8V 
,-, — 8/ = -—— . A D.«/. 
AD 

Hence - 8/ = 7e/8V, 

D 2 
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a most important result, to be carefully remembered. It shows that 
the change in pressure is proportional to change in potential. 

Here w is constant, showing that the density of a liquid between 
two surface levels is always the same. 
It follows, then, that a level surface is 
an equipotential ^ 
an equal pressure ) surface, 
an equal density J 

If gravity alone acted, 

8 >% = 8 V, 

or — 8^ = ze/ 8 ^, 

i. e. change of pressure is proportional to change of depth, it being 
assumed that w is constant. It is usual to assume w constant for 
water, but this is not absolutely accurate. 

-^ hp = whh, whence —p^wxh + z. constant. 

Let ^ = — H, and let H represent depth in feet. 

— ^ = — 2£/ H (together with a constant, which may be negative). 

.•. / =: a/ X H + ^. 

Let p " pQ when H = o. 

Then/ = wYi -\-pQ^ ox p — p^ = «/H, a well-known result. 

If po — o when H = o, i. e. if we neglect atmospheric pressure, 
/ = «/H. For water w = 62*4 lbs. H being in feet, / is the 
pressure per square foot, which = 62*4 H, or the pressure per square 

1 / \ 1 -I 1 TT ^2*4tt K 
mch (/) due to a depth H = H = . 

The actual law, taking the change in the density of the water into 
account, is 

_H_ 
/ = 43-2 X I0''{c'*2'3(K>_ jj * 

Liquid whirling about an Axis. 

Consider i lb. of liquid at P a distance of r feet from the axis 

(Fig. 30). 

Let a be the angular velocity in radians per second. The 

centrifugal force on the i lb. is — , (since mass =-). The force of 

gravity is i lb. Therefore the resultant force on the i lb. of 
liquid is 

♦ See the author's * Numerical Examples in Practical Mechanics,' p. 194. 
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V 






+ 1, 






The slope of the line of force is 
here negative. 

— tan ^ = -^— = 



,^ 



^^ 



or 



Hence 



_ - .g log ^ 



+ c. 



- (y - r) = log r, 



or the /mes of force are logarith- 
mic curves. 




Fig. 30. 



The student will find it a useful exercise to draw some of these 
curves. Suppose, for instance, we wish to draw the line of force, 
which cuts the horizontal axis O R in M (Fig. 31). 

Let J' = ^ when r = O M, and 

we find for c the value -^- log* 
O M. In fact, our equation 

(2) ^ = ^logr + ^ 
becomes for this line 

(3) ^=-^logc-^. 

The following instructive example has been worked out by 
Professor Perry. A mass of water makes half a revolution per 
second about a vertical axis. Draw the line of force which passes 
through a point 4 feet from the axis. 

Here a = ir, g = 32*2, O M = 4, all dimensions being in feet. 
He has taken the following values of r and calculated the correspond- 
ing values oiy from (3). 




Fig. 31- 



r 


4 


3-5 


3 


2-5 


2 


1*5 


I 


0-5 


0-3 


0*2 


o-i 


y 





•4357 


•9386 


1-5335 


2*2614 


3 -2001 


1 1 
4-52286-78408-45529-7740 

1 


12*036 00 
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The student should remember that the ordinary logarithm of a 
number must be multiplied by 2*3026 to get the Naperian logarithm 
(or logarithm to base c) used in the above equation. The matter 
may be put thus 

log« = 2-3026 logio • 

r 1' 

Hence the equation really employed to calculate these numbers was 



^ = 



32-2 ,, OM 



(3 -1416)2 



using an ordinary book of logarithms. 




Fig. 32. 



The numbers in this table when plotted as the co-ordinates of 
points on squared paper, and the points thus found being joined 
(Fig. 32), the curve ^ ^ is found to be the line of force required ; 
the upper and lower parts of it being omitted in the figure. 
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By displacing this line vertically we get all the other lines of 
force shown in the diagram. One such curve being drawn and a 
template cut from it in cardboard, the whole series may readily be 
drawn by displacing the template vertically. 

Equipotential Surfaces. 

We have seen that the surfaces of equal pressure are everywhere 
at right angles to lines of force. If then r and^ are the co-ordinates 
of a point on the line in which an equal pressure (equipotential) 
surface cuts a vertical plane through the axis, the tangent of the 
inclination of this line must be equal to minus the co-tangent of the 
inclination of the line of force at the point, and hence 

d^ _ ^ , 
dy a^ r ' 



or 



The integral of this is 



-~r , dr = dy 



(4) ^~ + C' 



where C is some constant. 

This equation belongs to a parabola, and the surfaces of equal 
pressure are paraboloids of revolution with their vertices downwards. 

In Fig. 32, A A and B B show the sections of these surfaces of 
equal pressure calculated from (4) on the assumption of a speed of 
half a revolution per second, The parabola A A is drawn by making 
y = o when r = ^, hence C = ^, and giving to r the values below. 



'•43 


2 


I 


0-5 





y 2'4S2 


1-38 


0-613 


0-I53 


0-038 






Vertical Level Surfaces. 

Since centrifugal force acts radially, the equipotential surfaces for 
it will be concentric cylinders with the axis of rotation as axis 
(Figs, 33 and 34). The centrifugal force acting pn i lb. of the 
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stuflf is where a is the angular velocity. Force x distance = 

work done, hence 



afr 



^— . r -,— 



y 

Fig. 33 



jp^dp 



X 8r= SV 



\v*iry 



We may assume w constant for water, hence 
integrating 

(a) p = w -f- SL constant. 

If /• or a is large enough we may neglect 
gravity. 

Let/ = /i when r = Rj (Fig. 34). 



A = 



2^ 



+ a constant. 



< ' R,-"^ 



R, 



. • . the constant = A — 
and equation (a) becomes 



w a} Ri^ 

2g 






2^ 



2g 



or 



a/ a** 



/-A = ^('^-V). 



Similarly 






Fig. 34. 
When at the axis R^ = ^, /i = o, and from equation (P) 



/ = 



2^ 



= 7X' X /lead, 



smce 



a^ r^ = z;2 and — = head /i, due to velocity z'. 
2g 

Inside a centrifugal pump a mass of water is made to rotate in 
the above way, and if we neglect the fact that the water is really 
moving radially, or if we suppose that the pump is merely used to 
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create as great a pressure as possible without any water flowing, and 
if we neglect, frictional resistances, we can calculate from this rule 
what is the difference of pressure at the inner and outer circumferences 
of the revolving part of the pump. 

We shall see afterwards that this is not the total difference of 
pressure available in a centrifugal pump, because there is always a 
space outside the inner wheel in which the rotation is not of the 
above kind, but in which there is a further gain of pressure. 

The importance of having a space outside the inner wheel was 
first shown by Professor James Thomson, and the enlargement of 
this space constitutes the basis of his patent. 



VII. 

FRICTION OF WATER AT DIFFERENT 
VELOCITIES. 

A PERFECT fluid cannot exert tangential force or stress. Actual 
fluids, with which we have to deal, do exert tangential forces ; for 
instance, water flowing through a pipe tends to drag the pipe along 
with it, on account of friction. In all actual fluids there is viscosity 
or internal friction, but if the relative motion is only slow enough it 
makes little difference whether the fluid is viscous or not. 

Ordinary fluids will change in shape under the action of a force, 
however small, if you only give time enough for the change to take 
place, and the rate of change of shape under a given force is a measure 
of the viscosity. 

When a fluid flows between two infinite parallel plane surfaces, 
it is not known with certainty whether the particles very near the 
surfaces move or not, probably the velocity is infinitely small at an 
infinitely short distance from the surface. For instance, the velocity 
at different points in the section of a river has been ascertained with 
some degree of accuracy. 

A Commission of the United States Government found from very 
exhaustive experiments, that in a longitudinal vertical section of a 
river the velocities, if represented by horizontal lines, formed the 
abscissae of a parabola with its axis parallel to the surface, and 
passing through the point of maximum velocity, which is situated 
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at about -3 of the depth below the surface. An u|>-streain wind 
increases, and a down-stream wind diminishes the depth of this point. 

The velocities in a horizontal section also follow a parabolic law, 
the vertex of the curve being, as before, at the point of greatest 
velocity. 

This and most. other things in hydraulics can only be settled by 
experiment ; the student will do well to distrust all laws or formulae 
which have not received experimental verification. 

The above assumption in regard to the particles touching the 
solid surface being at rest, involves that of a shear strain of the fluid. 

Thus, if a plane surface be moved through a liquid like water, as in 
Fig' 35? neglecting the effect produced by the ends, if the wetted area 




Fig. 35. 

be A the force necessary to keep up a low velocity v is proportional 
to — . 

X 

Mr. William Froude made many experiments with plates having 
sharpened edges, which were drawn through water in a long tank at 
different velocities, the force necessary to thus move them being ob- 
served. Eliminating, as far as possible, the end effects, the force F 
was connected with V, etc., by a law of the kind, F = /a A V*. This 
law should, however, be used with caution, as it is discontinuous. 

Using Froude's results, we find that /x has the value -0032 for 
clean varnished surfaces, and '00456 for medium sand-paper, A 
being in square feet, V in feet per second. F is in pounds, and n is 
1*85 for smooth surfaces, but 1*9 to 2*1 for rough surfaces. It 
might be thought that a result nearly correct would be obtained by 
taking « = 2, since the actual values are so close to that number, but 
a trial will show the student that using « = 2 for smooth surfaces 
makes the coefficient /x double of its actual value. Professor Unwin 
carried out very important experiments, by causing discs of different 
kinds to rotate in water and measuring the tendency of the containing 
vessel to follow the disc. He obtained in this way results very similar 
to those of Froude. Professor Perry, for a similar purpose, used the 
apparatus shown in Fig. 36, where a hollow cylinder F, supported by 
a wire and capable of moving with a motion of rotation round the 
wire as axis, dips into water or other liquid contained in the annular 
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space between D and E. The vessel D D E E was rotated at dif- 
ferent speeds, and the amount of torsion of the suspending wire, 
showing the moment necessary to balance the tendency of the sus- 
pended cylinder to rotate, was 
observed in each case. For 
very low speeds this moment 
(or F) seemed to be propor- 
tional to the velocity, whilst 
for higher speeds it was nearly 
proportional to the square of 
velocity, there being a want of 
continuity in the law. Many 
experiments with oils at vari- 
ous temperatures were also 
made. Values of log F and 
log V being plotted on squared 
paper, gave the lines shown 




M 



Fig. 36. 



in Fig. 37 ; the first, being inclined to the axis at 45°, shows F oc V; 
the second nearly agrees with F oc V^, 

- Professor Osborne Reynolds has made probably the most careful 
experiments on this point yet completed. He caused water to flow 



> 

o 
o 

-i 

u. 
o 

« 

kl 



Values of Log f. 
Fig. 37. 

through glass tubes at different velocities. The tubes were about 
4^ feet long and fitted with bell-shaped mouthpieces m^ m^ m (Fig. 38). 
Water flowed through the tubes from a tank, the head being varied at 
will. A little aniline dye was introduced into each by a pipette s. It 
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was found that up to a certain velocity the coloured band extended 
uniformly along the tube, as at («), but as the velocity was increased, 
at a certain velocity the band of colour became disturbed, as shown at 
(h). When examined by an electric spark, the colour band was found 
to have become broken up into eddies, as at {c). The sudden change 
in the law is very clearly shown by plotting log F and log V as 
already explained, this method being due to Professor Reynolds. 



^ 



^^m 



(a) 




K- 



1^ 



m. 



fc) 



->pV6^^3>ri^ 



Fig. 38. 



The results seem to point to the dissipation of energy in the for- 
mation of eddies at this " critical " velocity, when a change occurs in 
the law of flow, just as in the case in which a sudden change in 
the direction of flow is produced. 

Professor Reynolds found that the critical velocity at which this 
sudden change in the index of V takes place depends upon the tem- 
perature of the liquid being lower for higher temperatures. His 
results give the following law : 






or 



(a) / = 



gn y. p2-n y^ DU-.3 y ^n 



where A and B are coefficients, D is the diameter of the pipe, i 
the resistance per unit length of pipe. If metres and degrees 
Centigrade are employed, 

A = 67-7 X I0^ B r^ 396 
and 

P = I -r (l + '0336 / + '000221 /2), 

/ being the temperature. 
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Also, the critical velocity z'c is given by the rule 

The index n is i up to the critical velocity, afterwards it is 1*722 for 
lead pipes, 1*7 for the smoothest pipes, reaching 2 when the pipes 
were roughest. 



Professor Reynolds' Rule in English Units. 

Professor Osborne Reynolds' results are expressed by him in the 
formula (in metres and degrees Centigrade already given) ; 

,-=]?!xP^--x "^^ 



A ^ D3-« 

i being the resistance per unit length of pipe expressed in (weight of) 

h 
cubic units of water. / is therefore the slope = — > and independent 

Li 

of the units chosen. 

To change to British units. 

Let q = 3 "2809, the number of feet in i metre. 

' d 
d in feet is given by D = -• 







V 

- = -,' 






V being in 


feet per second. 










A = 


= 67-7 X 


IO« 






B = 


= 396. 








h B» 


p2-n 




Kq) 




/B» X P2 
. ^ = V A 


— n 


) d^- 






h = • 


000706 — r 

a 


XL 





when n — 2\ h being the head, in feet, lost in L feet of pipe. 
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Compare this with D'Arcy*s rule, 

n = . 

d 2g 
Some of Prof. Reynolds* pipes were about i inch in diameter 

••• ^^•^''sO + TT^) 

= '005 X 2 = 'OI. 

4/ 4 X -oi 



2g 64-4 

Hence D*Arcy*s rule gives 



= '000621. 



h = •000621 X -r^ L" 
a 

There is then a close agreement when we remember that D'Arcy's 
experiments were conducted only with pipes of larger diameter, and 
hence his coefficient may not be correct for small pipes such as Pro- 
fessor Reynolds used. Also Professor Reynolds* index is in most 
cases less than 2 ; hence his coefficient must be greater than D'Arcy's 
to give the same result. 

Note that when n = 2, P^"" becomes i, or temperature may 
be neglected. 

Mr. Mair has made experiments with a i J-inch brass pipe, giving 
results agreeing with the following formula : 

- = '00031 (i — '00215 /) 



/ '^^^ ^'^^/3-» 

These and other experiments have been carried out at compara- 
tively low pressures. No complete set of results for the friction of 
water at high pressures has been obtained, but it is generally assumed 
that the friction is independent of pressure, and that the ordinary 
rules for low pressures are. applicable even for such pressures as we 
have in hydraulic power mains. Observations of the pressures in 
mains at different points seem to confirm this assumption. 
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VIII. 
FLOW OF WATER THROUGH ORIFICES. 

Flow of Water through Orifices. 

When water flows from an orifice, say in the vertical side of a vessel 
which is of large dimensions compared with the size of the orifice : if 
the level of the water be kept at a given height — h* feet — above the 
centre of the jet, the velocity of the issuing water, if there were 
absolutely no physical resistance to efilux, would be that of a stone 
which has fallen freely through the height H^ or 

V ^ ^1 2gH = 8'02 V^', 

^ being 32 -2. 

By experiments with a jet directed vertically upwards, it has been 
found that the actual velocity is not quite so great as this, is in fact 
only about '97 of it for well-formed 
orifices. 

Now the discharge Q should fol- 
low the rule Q = A z/, A being the 
area of the orifice, but by gauging the 
actual flow it is found to be not much 
over half this in many cases, on ac- 
count of the contraction of the jet at 
a point such as n^ Figs. 39 and 40, at 
which the stream lines are most nearly 
parallel. It is at a point such as this 

only that our rule Q = A z^ should be applied. The ratio of the area 
of the jet at this place, to that of the orifice, is about • 64 for small 
sharp-edged orifices ; hence for such cases 

Q = -97 X -64 A ^ 2gH = '62 K 'J 2 gh\ 

The general rule is Q = ^ X A ^ 2gh where c is the coefficient 
of discharge. 

Many experiments have been made to determine this coefficient 
for particular shapes of orifices, and at different velocities of flow. 

In the case of the re-entrant mouthpiece of Borda, shown at B, 
Fig. 40, Mr. Froude has shown experimentally that the coefficient of 
contraction, as found from theoretic considerations, is correct. The 
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force on a valve closing the otifice is w h K. This should be equal 
to the momentum generated per second in the issuing water, which is 




Fig. 40. 

mv, ox — wv. But = av where a is the area of the contracted 

g 
jet. The momentum is therefore 



g 
assuming z/^ = 2^^. Hence 

whK = 2wha, 
or A = 2 <z, 

the coefficient of contraction being J, and the coefficient of discharge 
is also often taken as about J. 

In sharp-edged orifices it diminishes slightly with increase of 
head, and also with increase of area of orifice, being more nearly 
independent Of h in the case of large orifices. 

For circular orifices it varies from -64 to '59 {h i foot to 100 
feet, diameter of orifice • 02 to i foot), square orifices giving almost 
the same values, and rectangular orifices • 63 to • 6. 

For well-shaped rounded orifices the value varies from '64 to i, 
depending on the closeness of approximation to the natural shape of 
the stream. 

In pipes the flow is usually calculated on the assumption that the 
resistance due to friction is proportional to z^^. 

D'Arcy's experiments are perhaps the most complete guide we 
have, and his formula, based on the above assumption, with a 
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properly varying coefficient, may be applied to a considerable range 
of velocities. 

There is no very satisfactory formula for rough pipes, as the flow 
depends very much on the degree of roughness of the surface. 

The Hydraulic Gradient 

One of the first things to decide in questions relating to the|flow 
of water in pipes, is the " hydraulic gradient." An example or two 
will best explain this. 

Suppose the water in a reservoir to stand at a constant height ^, 
shown in Fig. 41, then if a horizontal pipe were fitted, as shown, with 



% 



t-: 



Fig. 41. 

vertical tubes, when the pipe is closed at a the water in these tubes 
would stand to the height h if the tubes were long enough. When 
the pipe is opened at a and water flows through it with a steady 
velocity, the height of the free surface of the water in the tubes will 
be that of the dotted line a b. This line is called the " hydraulic 
grade line," and its slope the " hydraulic gradient " or virtual slope. 




Fig. 42. 

The height of the water in each tube shows the hydraulic or 
"pressure " head, by American writers called the " piezometric " height, 
to distinguish it from the "velocity" head or from the hydrostatic 
head shown when there is no flow. 

Many interesting cases might be taken up. For instance, if a 
point c in the pipe/<?^ (Fig. 42) rises above the straight line a b, the 
water in ^^ will now stand to the height d, the flow at c must be 

E 
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calculated from the hydraulic gradient b c, and the pipe c a having a 
steeper hydraulic gradient than he will, if of the sajne diameter 
and roughness as the rest, not have sufficient flow in to keep it full, 
but will act as a trough. 

We might say that if the pipe were air-tight the pressure at c 
would be less than atmospheric by an amount represented by the 
height from c \.o ab measured downwards ; but in practice air will 
accumulate and spoil the siphon action. 

Hence no point in a pipe should rise above the hydraulic grade 
line, if it is to run full. 

The water in a tube at c will not stand above the pipe, and if a 
branch pipe be taken off here, a valve closing its end will sustain 
about atmospheric pressure. 

If a pipe varies in section the hydraulic gradient will be cor- 
respondingly affected. This will be seen in Fig. 43, where a pipe of 
large diameter joins one of smaller diameter. 

It is evident that the gradient must be steeper for the small pipe 
than for the large one, the discharge of both being the same. It 
\^ill be best to give, first, one or two of the rules usually adopted 
in making such calculations. 



Rules for Flow of Water in Pipes. 

The rules deduced by D'Arcy from a very complete and exhaustive 
series of experiments carried out at the Paris Waterworks, may be 
put simply thus. 

The head wasted by friction is proportional to the length of pipe 
to the square of the velocity of flow, and is inversely proportional to 
the diameter of the pipe, or as a formula 

d 

or 

h - A (d) 

d 

The rule is given by D'Arcy in a somewhat different form. Thus 
he found that the loss of energy of the water per pound (or loss of 

head) was / x —^ times its kinetic energy ( — | , where / i 



IS a co- 



efficient = '005 f I H ^j for clean pipes, and = 'oi (i H -A 
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for encrusted pipes. This really amounts to the same as the simpler 
formula (^).. Values of A, are given below calculated from D'Arcy^s 
rules. 

It must be borne in mind that D'Arcy's coefficient has been 
determined mainly from experiments on smooth pipes of somewhat 
small diameters. 

The following are values (for smooth pipes) of 



'^ = iooSli 


■^ 12^/764-4 


Diameter d 
in feet. 


Values of \. 


•25 


•00041 41 


•5 


•0003623 


•666 


•0003493 


•izi 


•0003416 


I 


•0003363 


1-25 


•0603312 


i'5 


•0003278 


2 


•0003234 


3 


•0003192 


4 


•000317 1 



For rough pipes the coefficient is double that here given in each 
case. 

Many other formulae are given, but D'Arcy^s is the simplest and 
has been much used. 

Weisbach's law, which is, in English measures (unit of length 
I foot), 

o^oi7i6\ L v^ 



/ o^oi7i6\ L v^ 

= (0-0x44 + —^)^.- 



has also been a good deal used, and tables have been compiled from 
it by Professors James Thomson and Fuller for pipes from 3 to 70 
inches in diameter, and velocities from 2 to 7 feet per second. 

Neville's and other tables have also been extensively employed. 

Hydraulic Gradient for Pipes of Varying Diameters. 

The consideration which gives us the height required here 
(Fig. 43) is that the flow through all portions of the compound pipe 
must be the same. 

£ 2 
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One example will show how the matter may be taken up. In 
Fig. 43, let h^ = 50 feet, be = 500 feet, ca ^ 500 fe^t, diameter of 



K 






A^:^, 



■T 



Fig. 43- 



he \ foot, that of ^^ ^ foot; find the hydraulic gradient />& ^. 
Neglecting the head wasted at <:, D'Arcy's rules give // = A —,^ , and 

TT 

Q = - df^ z/ ; whence, eliminating z/, 

^>^X -6x6 
^ = LXX ' 

and Q, hence Q^ is the same for both. 

A, for 6-inch pipe = • 00036, 
A, for i-foot pipe = '000336. 

i^ X (5 - ^2) X -616 ^ (l5)lx^2_x -616 
500 X '000336 "" 500 X '00036 ' 



Hence 



from which h^ = 48' 57 feet. 

Example i. — At a point in this pipe where the grade line is 
20' 289 feet above the pipe, a horizontal branch pipe 3 inches in 
diameter and 1000 feet long is inserted. Neglecting any change 
thereby produced in the hydraulic gradient, find the population that 
this pipe will supply at the rate of 20 gallons per head per day. 



('25)^ X 20'289 X '616 



/ ('25)^X 20': 

^ \/ 1000 X • 



000414 



= '1716 cubic feet per second, 



or, since there are 6^ gallons in one cubic foot, the discharge is i'o7 
gallons per second, that is, 92,851 '2 gallons in twenty-four hours, 
which, at 20 gallons per head, will supply 4642 persons. 

In these examples the total head is supposed to be utilised in 
overcoming friction, but the head necessary to give the assumed 
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velocity is neglected. For even 2 feet per second it is only ^ foot 
Taking friction at c into account, the gradient will really assume 
some such shape 2J&fkma\ the distance km con readily be found 
from the dita given on page 60. 

Example 2. — Calculate the proper diameter for a pipe to supply 
100,000 inhabitants at the same rate, the distance being 5 miles and 
the slope of the hydraulic gradient i^°. (Here a likely value of X 
must first be assumed, say that for 6-inch pipe.) Am, '5001 foot. 

In these examples the coefficient for smooth pipes has been taken, 
but if the flow is to be maintained when the pipe becomes encrusted, 
it is better to use that for rough pipes. The maximum velocity of 
flow in town mains should be from 2 to 7 feet per second. 

Flow of Water in Large Pipes. 

In P'Arcy's experiments only comparatively small pipes were 
used, none being over i foot in diameter. It is therefore very 
doubtful whether his rules are applicable to large pipes ; his assump- 
tion that the first power of the diameter only is to be used seems 
wrong. For rough pipes it is exceedingly difficult to obtain a 
formula which will give even approximately accurate results for vary- 
ing degrees of roughness. 

Hagan in 1854 suggested an empirical formula, y = —^ , in 

which the three quantities m^ r and x^ representing the eff*ects of the 
three principal causes of variation of resistance — viz. roughness, 
velocity, and diameter — ^were to be determined experimentally. 

In a series of articles in * Industries* for 1886, Professor Unwin 
gave, in curves, the results of a great number of experiments pre- 
viously made by many observers, and deduced the values of the con- 
stants referred to. His method has the great merit of showing what 
variation in resistance is really due to each of the three factors, and 
the formula he gives is — 

h -00042/^'" 

7= W^ ' 

I foot being the unit of length. 

Mr. H. D. Pearsall has shown that this formula may be regarded 
as giving the resistance for all pipes of large diameter and in good con- 
dition, rather than the more restricted application to riveted wrought- 
iron pipes which Professor Unwin suggests. The pipes varied from 
• 9 foot to 4 feet in diameter. Many of the experiments from which 
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the rule is deduced are described in detail by Mr. Hamilton Smith in 
his * Hydraulics/ 

The formula also agrees closely with results of subsequent ex- 
periments at Seville and Hoboken on pipes 20 inches and 21 inches 
in diameter. 

This formula is only approximately true if the pipe be ver}' 
smooth. Sufficient data for accurately determining the flow of water 
in large pipes are not yet available, but it is best to allow a margin 
for excessive friction, and to guard against repeating such an expen- 
sive mistake as that made recently at Newark (East Jersey Water Co.), 
U.S.A., where about 21 miles of riveted steel mains have to be 
duplicated, the flow being not more than 70 per cent of that ex- 
pected. The projecting lap joints and rivet heads caused consider- 
able hydraulic resistance — probably nearly equal to that of rough 
pipes. 

For very rough pipes the index of v is about 2, and that of ^ i • i, 
the coefficient being • 0007 ; but these numbers vary with every dif- 
ferent class of pipes. The index of d is, however, always greater than 
I, showing that an increase in diameter is of more importance in 
reducing frictional loss of head than D^Arcy's rules seem to indicate. 

As a useful example, the diameter of pipe required in the above 
case may be calculated, the slope being about 2 feet per 1000, and 
flow necessary 77*37 cubic. feet per second (50,000,000 gallons per 
24 hours). 

First, by Unwinds formula for rough pipes, 

2 • 0007 v^ , 



also 
or 

whence 



1000 d}^'^ 

Q= -7854^:'. 



,;= 77-37 



•7854^'' 



,5. _35 (77:37V 



or 



7854/ ' 

d = 4*923 feet. 
Second, by D'Arcy's formula for rough pipes, 

h = . 

d 

\ for 4-feet pipe = • 0006. 
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d - 4*93 feet. 
By the simple formula proposed by Mr. E. Sherman Gould, 

where H is fall in 1000 feet of pipe. 

^ 2 

d = 4*96 feet. 

The actual diameter adopted was 4 feet, and the flow 34,000,000 
gallons per twenty-four hours. If the diameter is proportional to 

^ Q^, find the proper diameter. Ans, 4 \J — - = 4 • 668 feet. 

34 



Flow of Water in Channels. 

It is found by experiment that the square of the mean velocity of 
flow in channels varies as what is called the " hydraulic mean depth " 
/«, i.e. /^ cross-sectional area of the stream divided by the wetted peri- 
meter of the section ; and that it is also proportional to the slope (/) 
or sine of the angle of inclination of the water surface. Thus 

V = c ^ m /, 

c being a coefficient which depends on the nature of the surface and 

also on the value of m. The student should consult authorities for 

the value of c, 

( ^« \i 

D'Arcy and Bazin give the rule, c = I ; : I , where a and b 

^ ° \am -\- abJ 

are constants depending on the nature of the surface. 

D'Arcy's values of ^ for »* = 2 are : 

(i) For very smooth surface of cement or wood . . 144 

(2) Smooth ashlar, brickwork or planks 125 

(3) Channels, such as rubble masonry 98 

(4) Channels in earth , , 62 
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c may be calculated from Ganguillet and Kutter's formula, 

, . I'Sii '00281 
4I-6H :^— + : — 



r = 



ji 



( •oo28i\ n 

where «,.the coefficient of friction = '0098 for wooden stave pipes, 
•on for cement and sand when set, or for iron pipe, and '013 for 
ashlar or brickwork. 

With irregular sections n has the following values : — 

In very firm gravel, n = •02. 

Canals and rivers tolerably uniform, and free from stones and 

weeds, n — '025. 
Where stones and weeds are more plentiful, n — •03. 
In channels with surface in bad order, n = '035. 

Some Values of c (Trautwine) for a Slope of i in iooo. 



Hydraulic 
Mean Depth 




M 


= 




•02 


•025 


•03 


•035 


•2 


45 


34 


27 


22 . 


•4 


56 


43 


34 


28 


•6 


63 


48 


39 


32 


•8 


68 


52 


42 


35 


I 


71 


56 


45 


38 


-1-5 


78 


62 


50 


43 


2 


83 


66 


54 


46 



Many practical men use the rule v = 1*23 V/^H, where H is 
the fall in feet per mile; but this cannot be at all accurate under 
different circumstances. 
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IX. 
COEFFICIENTS OF HYDRAULIC RESISTANCE. 

Sudden Enlargement of Pipe. 

If the cross-section of a pipe suddenly changes, as shown in 
Fig. 44, the direction of flow being from the narrower to the wider 
section, there is a corresponding ultimate 
change in the velocity of flow, since 
velocity x area must be constant if the 

pipe runs full. This change of velocity _ _ ^ . 

is accompanied by a loss of energy or ^^^^e=^-^ c^ ^ ~ ~ ~ - 

"head," due to the creation of eddies. '^ l^^i' ^^^^S 

The rule usually employed to calculate 
this loss is not capable of very satis- 
factory mathematical proof, but the fol- 
lowing * is probably as good as any : — Let a^ and a^ be the areas of 
the cross sections at A B and E G respectively, V and v the corre- 
sponding velocities. Let the pipe be horizontal, so that h may be 
neglected. Let/^ be the intensity of pressure at A B,/2 that at E G. 

Then the energy per lb. at A B is — H ; that at E G — 

^^ ^ w 2g w 

H (see p. 65). Hence the loss of energy per lb., or loss of head, 

h = 





\7V w) 



(a) ^-—^-(h^-h,), 

where h^ and h^ are the " pressure heads " corresponding to p^ and /i. 

Now the pressure which acts in the direction opposite to that of 
the flow is a^ (Pa — /i). This force may be considered as that which 
causes the velocity to diminish from V to v. 

But if a force acts for a very short time, the force, or impulse, is 

measured by the whole change of momentum produced by it. Thus 

the force necessary to change the velocity of W pounds from V to z/ 

. W 

IS — (V - v). Hence 

where w is the weight in lbs. of one cubic unit of water. Hence 
* On the lines of reasoning indicated in Professor Merriman's * Hydraulics.* 
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w w g^ / 2 i> 

V 

or >^2 — ^1 = ~(V — v). 

Putting this value of h^ — ^1 into equation (a), we get 
(^) k = I ^ - t-i(V - «;) -- ^ ^. 

The head wasted in such a case is therefore the heigA/ due to the 
change of velocity. 

Since V = — z', we may write equation (fi) thus, 

f — — I j being called the coefficient of hydraulic resistance. 

It is also easy to see how this loss may be expressed in terms 
of the higher velocity V. 





2^ 2g 


or 






{N-vf zg V^-sYzr + j-^ 
2g ^ Y'~ Y^ 


But 


Va = vA, 


or 


V a 

V = A' 



-(■-5)' 



- ^<-i)'- 



and i{ A = ra, A being the larger and a the smaller area, 

p. = (.-!)■. 

As shown above, F in terms of v is 

F=(r- i)2. 

Shnilarly, at all sorts of obstacles in a pipe, the head wasted is 

expressed by the product of a coefficient — called the coefficient of 

v^ 
hydraulic resistance — and — • 

Sudden Contraction of Area. 

At a suddenly contracted section a similar, but usually smaller, 
loss is experienced. 
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Let A, a, and a (Fig. 45) be the larger pipe, the contracted vein 
and the smaller pipe areas, v^ v* and V being the corresponding 
velocities, then the loss of head duel to 
the expansion of the stream from a to 
a is 






where ^ represents the ratio - 




Fig. 45. 



It is usual to neglect the very small loss of head due to the con- 
traction of the stream from A to a, hence we get a rule similar 
to that for a like enlargement, the loss of head being equal to 

/ — , where /is obtained as before. 

2g 

If we take the above small loss into account, we may assume it to 
be of the form/' — : hence the total loss of head is 

,V2 



But 



or the loss is 



2g / 2g 

Az/ = ^V. 

• V =^ Y' 
A 



V{i^hf^\TrlViM'^h 



— > 



where F may be obtained by experiment.* 

In a channel, the head necessary to give the required velocity 

forms a considerable portion of the total head //, /i bemg the 

head available for overcoming frictional resistances. 

h = F X — > 

2,^ 2g 

♦ I do not know whether these laws for loss of head due to the sudden change 
of area have been authenticated by any complete and reliable experiments. If 
so they are worthy of that respect which a study of the usual proofs given of them 
does not inspire. There does not, for instance, seem to be any good reason for 
assuming anything of the nature of impact. Energy is wasted in eddies set up 
by internal friction, yet we deduce a law independmt of viscosity and seeming to 
indicate that with a given pipe and flow there would be the same waste whether 
the fluid were tar or water, which is at least very doubtful. 
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or 



also 






rm 

The following table of coefficients of hydraulic resistance includes 
most of the values required in practice ; some usually given, but of 
doubtful accuracy, are omitted. 

Table of Coefficients of Hydraulic Resistance. 



Resistance due to 



Sharp-edged orifice 

Sudden enlargement of pipe 
areas a to A as I to r 



Sudden contraction of pipe 
from area A to area a (a 
being r, times area of verta 
coniractd) 



Curved bend or elbow in 
pipe 



Surface friction of clean pipe 
Surface friction of rough pipe 



Surface friction of channel of 
uniform section 

Sharp bend or knee in pipe, 
included angle a = 45*^ 
60° 

„ „ 120° 

Square-edged entrance to 
pipe 

Well-shaped bell- mouthed 
entrance to pipe 



Coefficient of Resistance 
F. 



•06 

{r - I)« 
(K - if 



(•0128+ -0186 R) 



R 



4/. 



4/' 



2^L 
(^ m 



2-3 
1-86 
I 

•36 



•05 



Explanation of Symbols, &c. 



Referred to higher velocity 



Referred to lower velocity 

K given by the Rankine*s 

rule 

K=f»V 2-6i8-i-6i8-^ 
A' 
Referred to higher velocity. 

L = length of bend mea- 
sured along centre of pipe 
in feet ; 

R = radius of bend measured 
as above 
(from Navier*s formula) 

'■-'"(.' *ih) 

(D*Arcy's rules) 

m — hydraulic mean depth ; 
Ct a coefficient (given at p.56) 



{Action complicated ; for- 
mulae not very satisfac- 
tory. 
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Examples. 

1. In a water main in which water flows at a steady velocity, 
find the pressure at a point loo feet below the hydraulic grade line. 

Am. 43 • 5 lbs. per square inch. 

2. A pipe, I foot in diameter, discharges into one 2 feet in 
diameter ; if the velocity in the smaller is 2 feet per second, find 

the loss of head at the junction. Atis. 7-I — : feet. 

(i6-i) 

3. -A pipe, 6 inches in diameter, discharges into one 9 inches in 
diameter, the flow being 80,000 gallons per hour. Find the head 
wasted at the junction (6^ gallons = i cubic foot). Ans. 3*35 feet. 

4. Find the horse-power necessary to pump 1,000,000 gallons per 
day to a height of 200 feet, and through a 6-inch straight pipe for a 
distance of i mile. The coefficient of resistance at entrance is 0*5, 
and that for pump valves, &c., 4. 

n V 1,000,000 

1,000,000 gallons per 24 hours = ? ? — —- 

6-25 X 24 X 60 X 60 

= 1*85 cubic feet per second ; 
.*. work done by pumps per second = 62 '4 x i '85 x 200 

+ 62-4Xi-85(4 + ^+.5),^- 

Q = «Z'; .-. 1-85 = -7854 (ir^', 
or 

V - 9*423 feet per second. 

/= -0058 
L = 5280 

.-. work per sec. = 62-4 x 1*85 |2oo + (4+245+ *5)^4~-[ 

and 

__ work done per sec. _ 62*4 x 1*85 x 544' i _ ^ 
= -^^ ^go - II4-2. 

5. A pipe I foot in diameter suddenly contracts to 6 inches in 
diameter. If the flow is 5000 gallons per hour, find the head wasted 
at the junction (^1 = i • 3). Ans. • 025 foot. 

6. In the last case, if the flow were doubled find the waste of 
head at the junction. Ans, ©• i foot. 
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7. A clean horizontal pipe is i mile long and 6 inches in diameter. 
It has three bends in it, each including an angle of 120° and with 
5 feet radius ; also six bends, each of 90° and a radius equal to 
twice the diameter of the pipe. Find the head wasted at entrance, 
at the bends, and in the 1 mile of pipe. Velocity of flow i ' 965 feet 
per second. 

r At entrance • 03 feet ' 
Ans. \ 3 bends '064 
16 „ -360 

In I mile of pipe, 14* 69 feet. Total 15 * 144 feet. 



feet] 

" J 



8. In a semicircular channel, 4 feet diameter, running full, find the 
head necessary to give a velocity of 2 feet per second in i mile of 
channel (r= 100). Ans. 2*1 feet. 

9. Find the coefficient of resistance in the last example. 

Ans. 33. 

10. In a clean 6-inch pipe, 1000 feet long, there are four sharp 
bends or knees, one including an angle of 60°, two an angle of 90°, 
and one an angle of 120°.. If the flow is 150 gallons per minute, 
find the total head wasted at the square-edged entrance, at the four 
bends, and in the straight part of the pipe. Ans. 3*172 feet. 

11. A uniform channel has the following section: flat bottom, 
8 feet wide ; two sloping sides, each making an angle of 30° with the 
horizontal, the water being 4 feet deep. Find the hydraulic mean 
depth and the flow, if the fall per mile is 3 feet. ^ = 126. 

A71S. m = 2*488. 

Flow = 283 cubic feet per second. 

Steady Flow. 

The reader who has followed the foregoing work carefully will 
readily imderstand some of the practical results of Bemouilli's great 
theorem now to be referred to. 

A practical illustration of this theorem is due to Mr. Froude, who 
brought the matter before the British Association in 1875. 

Fig. 46 shows the illustration adopted by Mr. Froude. 

The pipe C B is of varying section, and as the velocity in it must 
vary so that Q='78S4^/^xz' shall always be the same, where d 
is the diameter of the pipe at the given place and v the velocity of 
the water there, it is evident that at a wider section the velocity ts 
less, and Froude's experiment showed that the pressure is greater, 
than at a smaller section if the pipe be level. The pressure tubes 
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inserted in the pipe show water levels corresponding to the pressures 
at the respective sections, each height in feet in the pressure tube 

being — , where / is the pressure of the water in lbs. per square foot 

at that section, and w is the weight of i cubic foot of the water. 




Fig. 46. 

It will be seen that the head lost is (neglecting friction) in each 
case the kinetic energy of i lb. of the water, whilst the remaining 
potential energy of the i lb. is ^, if A B represent the datum line. 



DISTRIBUTION OF ENERGY ALONG STREAM 

LINES. 

Bemouilli's law is as follows : — 

z;2 / 

h -\ h — is constant for each i lb. of water : 

2 g w 

this constant being in the figure represented by the vertical distance 
between the lines E F and A B. 

The illustration shows very well how the total " head " or energy 
is distributed. Neglecting change in level of the pipe, which, for 
pipes conveying pressure water to hydraulic machines is usually 
permissible, we see that wherever the water flows slowly the pressure 
increases, and where it flows faster the pressure diminishes. 

This fact has a very important application in the case of the jet 
pump of the late Professor James Thomson, which is shown in section 
at Fig. 47. 
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Prof£ssor James Thomson's Jet Pump. 

The water whose flow supplies the energy required, enters at 
F. Near E the stream is contracted, and hence flows with greater 
velocity and smaller pressure, water being drawn in at R, which 
forms the suction pipe of the pump. At E the streams unite, and 
they are discharged together at D. Evidently this arrangement 
only gives a certain — ^not very great — diminution of pressure at E 




Fig. 47. 

as compared with that at F and D ; hence, if we wish the pump to 
draw water, say from a well or marsh, the pressure at D should be 
atmospheric, because if the pressure at D is high, it will be impos- 
sible to reduce it at E below that due to the atmosphere. 

Proof of Law of Constant Energy. 

Imagine a very small mass of water flowing along stream lines, 
as shown in Fig. 48. Imagine it to be a frictionless fluid acted on 
only by gravity. Let a be the cross-sectional area of the little 
column, its length being 8 J, the velocity and pressure being v and / 
at one end, v-\-^v and/-f- 8/ at the other. Since force = mass X 
acceleration, the resultant force in the direction of the stream tube is 

-aSs— . 
g t 

Since the force of gravity resolved along the stream tube, together 
with the resultant of the pressures on the ends of the column, is equal 
to the acting force, it must equal that represented by the above ex- 
pression. 

The resolved part of gravity is waBs cos a, the resultant im- 
pressed force in the same direction is fa - (/+ 8/) a, hence — 

^aSs-^^^waSs cos a +/a - (/+ 8/) a. 
g 0/ 
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Dividing across by a we get 

-- w 

S 



— 0^ r- = «/ 8 J COS a — 8/ 



Fig. 48. 

We have taken 8 s any small element of length ; take it such that 

Is 

■^ = z^, also let 8 J cos a = — hh\ then our equation becomes 

'^vlv = --wlh - 8/ 
or 

-z;8z^ + 8v% + ^= o. 

Letting the quantities become indefinitely small, and integrating, 
we get 



— -\- h+ — = constant . . . . (i) 
2g J w w 



Or in the case of water 

z;2 / 

h^-l — = constant .... (2) 

These terms may be called respectively the kinetic, the potential, 
and the pressure energy of the i lb. of waten 2*3^ may be written 

for — where / is the pressure in lbs. per square inch, / being 

the . pressure in lbs. per square foot, and iv the weight in lbs. of 

1 cubic foot.- ^v > - .; . -.- . ^ . _ 

F 
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The term " pressure energy " has been objected to, and the naturjB 
of an objection which is urged will be gathered from the following 
illustration : — 

Suppose that a strong box is filled with water, and that by screw- 
ing a small screw into it we produce a great pressure p in the water. 
Are we justified in regarding every pound of the water as being pos- 
sessed of 2 • 3 / foot-lbs. of pressure energy, or energy due to the 
pressure / ? No. For if we open a valve and allow the water to 
escape, though there may have been a great pressure p just for a 
moment, the pressure almost instantly dies away, and the water flows 
out quietly and almost without energy. Evidently each pound of 
water possessed very little energy. It is the question whether or 
not the state of pressure will continue^ and a steady flow at that pres- 
sure be assured that determines oiir right to call this kind of energy 
" pressure energy." 

Suppose a man has a certain income, say from a sum invested in 
British Consols, and suppose you are perfectly certain that this 
income is constant, this certainty constitutes the income a store of 
wealth and a saleable commodity. To say that a man makes a 
sovereign a day is not of much importance, anyone may do that once 
in a while, but if he has a regular imome of one pound a day that 
makes him an important member of society. 

For a like reason, if we establish in communicating pipes, by 
means of pumps or other mechanism, a working difference of pressure 
at two points A and B, and if we know that this difference is likely 
to be maintained and is a thing we can depend upon, then we know 
that the flow from the place of higher to that of lower pressure will, 
in a given pipe, be the same at all times, and the same amount of 
work can be got out of the water every minute. 

Leaving out of account for the moment the question of how the 
difference of pressure is produced, the certainty of that difference of 
pressure being maintained and a steady flow available, constitutes our 
right to regard each cubic foot or each pound of the water as pos- 
sessed of energy which, like any other kind of energy, has a com- 
mercial value. Under these circumstances, therefore, the term 
" pressure energy " is a convenient one. 

Thus each pound of water at the pressure of the atmosphere pos- 
sesses i4'7 X 2'3 = 33-8 ft.-lbs. of pressure energy. It would have 
the same store of energy if at zero pressure and a height of 33 -8 feet. 
One cubic foot of water, at a pressure of 700 lbs. per square inch, 
possesses 62*4 X 2*3 X 700 = 100,464 ft.-lbs. of pressure energy. 
If, then, a person receives per minute from a hydraulic power 
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company 100 gallons of water at a pressure of 700 lbs. per square 
inch, he receives every minute 1000 X 2*3 X 700 = 1,610,000 ft.-lbs. 
of energy in the shape of pressure energy (since i gallon of water 

weighs 10 lbs.), which is equivalent to ^> 10,000 _ ^g.g horse-power. 

33,000 

He may also receive a little energy in the shapes of potential and 
kinetic energy, but this amount is so small compared with the enor- 
mous store of the energy due to pressure that it may be neglected. 
Thus, take i lb. of the water, imagine it to be moving, when received, 
at a velocity of 2 feet per second, and that it is 40 feet above the 

2^ 

datum level. It possesses 40 ft.-lbs. of potential energy, -r—r - 

2 = —7 ft.-lb. of kinetic energy, and 2*3 x 700, or 1610 ft-lbs. 

04 -4 16 

of pressure energy. Evidently the pressure store is the only one of 

much importance. 

Change of Energy at Right Angles to Stream Lines. 
Average "Rotation." 

The law for change of pressure cUong a stream line is given at 
page 65, the total energy of unit weight of the- water being always the 
same. Let us now inquire what is 
the law for change of pressiure as """""•^^^^^ 
we go at right angles to the direc- "^"""""-^s^^X. 
tion of flow. ^^SoOv 

'Consider a small prism of the 
fluid in a stream tube, its ends at 
right angles to the stream lines, as 
shown in Figs. 49 and 50. Let it 
be unit depth at right angles to the 
paper, and thickness (or breadth) . 

2 8 r. 

Along stream lines the pressures have been considered (p. 65). 

At right angles to the stream lines the forces acting on the prism 
are due to — 

(i) Inside pressure / — 8/. 

(2) Outside pressure p -f- hp. 

(3) End pressures (their outward component ^ / 8 <^, as will be 
seen from Fig. 51). 

(4) Centrifugal force. 

(5) Weight of block (inward component of). 

/^^ 01 -ill. '^ \ 

fj?NlV. .. Il'Y \ 
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The mass of the pnsm is — ^ , its velocity, being v, the 

centnfugal force (4) is — . 



^ 



'^^ 



/•♦o^ ^ 







32|(//? 




Fig. 5a 




Fig. 51. 



(i) is (/- 5/)(r- 8r)B(f>. 

(2) is (/ + 8/)(r+8r)8<^. 

(3) is/.28r.8<^. 

(4) (as above) !!! /^^' ^^^' ^. 

(5) is r 8 <^ 2 8 r a/ sin ^. (Fig. 49.) 

There is no motion at right angles to a stream line. 

. • . The sum of the above forces = o. . 
.-. - . ^ ^ + (/-8/)(r-8r)8^+/8<^28r 



or 



g 



+pr -/8r-r8/+8/.8r+2/8r 



; =/r+/8r+ r8/ + 8/.8r+ 2r.a/.8rsin^, 
whence, cancelling, we get 



wv^Sr 



— 8/ = 8 r . a/ . sin ^, 



or 






— a/ sin ^ 



(a) 
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Also ' 



W «'' + ^ + ^ = " 



(by differentiating law for total energy constant, given at p. 65),- arid 

-^ = cos^(Fig. 52), 

w 
whence, multiplying ()3) by ^- , it becomes 

wcos ^ + ^ + — — ^— - = o. 

OS . . g, OS. 



<y^ -'• 87 = 



Sp -^wv Sv 




— wcosO. 



Figr.52. 



g '^s 

This also holds if the increments, are made smaller and smaller 
without limit. 
Now 

>^ + ^ + — = E 
1^ ^g . 



(the total store of energy of i lb. of incompressible fluid moving 
along stream line). 

Differentiating, we get 

dh I dp V dv '. dE " 
dr w' dr. g dr ~ ^^.\ 

the law of change of store of energy as you 
croso stream lines. But ~ ; 

: ; V ^ = sinO(Fig.53), .: - - 

dr 

_£ = ~a/sin^, I from (a) • ^. 

^r gr .. L .J ^ -Fig. 53. 

^ ' dr w\gr J gdr 

/x v^ vdv dYj V \v dv\ 
(c) J = — — _ J_ J- — I. 

gr gdr dr g\r ' dr] 

If the block is moving, say, along a tube of decreasing diameter, 
the fluid at the top of the block has a smaller velocity than that 
underneath ; the block is in a state of shear. 
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Lines in the block are being turned through an angle, owing to 
this shear. We can now get the average angular velocity of these 
lines. This is called by Professor Cotterill the " molecular rotation." 
It is not " molecular " ; it is simply the average rotation of every line in 
the block, and better called the " rotation." It is equal to 

dv\ 



, /v dv\ 

it + ^J 



We see from this that if the cross-section of a tube of flow is 
constant, v is constant ; hence the " rotation " is the same at every 
point of the stream if r is constant. 

We see also that if the total energy of a particle of vinit weight is 
the same in two stream lines, it always remains the same, hence, for 
instance, if aH stream lines come from rest in the same level surface 
of water, there cannot exist any " rotation " in any of them. 

"Irrotational" motion means 

dv , V 

If the radius is infinite, - = o, hence -- = o : arid there is no 
r dr 

* rotation." 

This is one instance of irrotational motion. 

V 

If - is constant (i.e. the velocity always proportional to r), 

dv 

-r- = o, and the " rotation " is constant. 

dr 

V 

If straight lines jom into, say, circular stream lines, - is no longer 

dv V 
zero. Hence, ;j— + - cannot = o, and by similar reasoning for other 

points where the curvature suddenly changes we see that there must 
be a change in the ^^rotation^^ wherever there is discontinuity of curvor- 
turcy and in neighbouring stream lines a imit has a different total 
store of energy. 
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XL 
THE MEASUREMENT OF FLOWING WATER. 

In order that the efficiency of a water-power installation may be 
tested, or the amount of power available at any point in a stream or 
river determined, the rate of flow, i.e. the number of cubic feet or 
gallons of water passiijg a given point per unit time, must be measured. 
It is not an easy thing to do this with anything like accuracy. There 
are several methods which may be employed, which will now briefly 
be referred to. The 

"Q = AV" Method 

consists in obtaini»g the area of the cross-section of the stream at 
the place selected, and multiplying this by the average velocity of the 
water. If the first is in square feet and the latter in feet per second, 
the product gives the rate of flow in cubic feet per second. 

To obtain the section of the stream, a cord or rope may be 
stretched across it at right angles to the direction of the stream, 
numbered marks being placed on this at regular, and not too distant, 
intervals ; soundings are then taken at these points, the depth of the 
water at eaci^umber being entered in a note-book. The section is 
then plotted t6 scale, and the area of the figure obtained by a good 
planimeter or any of the methods usually employed for finding such 
an area. The scale of the drawing being known, the area of the 
section in square feet, say, is thus foimd approximately. 

The second ste|?Vis to obtain the mean velocity of the water. 
This is sometimes /^one by finding the surface velocity near the 
centre of the streani?by floats ; thus two observers are stationed at a 
convenient distance ^part, about half the distance being on each side 
of the selected section. By the firing of a pistol or shouting, the first 
man indicates when the float passes him ; the time till it reaches the 
second observer is shown by his watch. Thus the surface velocity 
can be roughly found. This, however, is a very unsatisfactory 
method, as the float will not go down stream in anything like the 
required way. 

NoTB. — A;iauier*s inch of water is a rate of flow equivalent to 12 U.S. gallons per 
minnte. I tjiS*. gallon of fresh, water weighs 8 * 33 lbs., contains 231 cubicindies ; 
there being tllieii^'fore 7*48 such gallons to i cubic foot. The imperial (English) 
gallon weiglis^Mi lbs., contains 277*27 cubic inches; therefore 6*23 gallons 
(usually taken ^ $} gallons)- =.i cubic foot.- 
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The surface velocity being found, the mean velocity varies from 
•62 to '85 of it, depending on the nature of the channel. Recent 
experiments give • 65 as probably die best number. It may be foimd 
approxirpately by a formula like that of Bazin v^a. = Vg— 25 '4 Vzm- 
Vg being the surface and Vm, the mean velocity, m and / having the 
meanings already assigned to them. Propyls formula 



V = 



^(^ + 7 '77)^ 
V + 10-33 



V being the mean and v the surface velocity, has been a good deal 
used. 

Current Meters. ^ - ^^ - 

Another and a much better way of obtaining the average velocity 
of the water is by means of current meters. A modem instrument 
of this class is shown in Fig. 54. It is an instrument furnished 




. . ' - . ,, ■ Fig. 54. ' /.,•...:.:. 

with vanes like' a screw propeller, which when immersed in flowing 
water revolve, their speed being a measure of the velocity of the 

/.The figure will readily be understood. A pair of differential 
wheels, B have a worm' wheel engaging with them, this worm being 
on the shaft of the propeller C, ^ The apparatus is clamped firmly 
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on a rod A, and is inserted to the required (iepth in the water. ' At 
a given instant the propeller is thrown into gear by means of the 
check line D, and at the end of the required interval it is again 
thrown out of gear. The reading on the counter gives the number 
of revolutions, or, if suitably calibrated, the speed of the current. 

Thus the velocity at a great many points in the section can be 
found, and hence the mean velocity determined much more accurately 
than by floats. As the velocity close to the bed and sides of the 
channel falls off considerably, probably the flow is a little less than 
this method indicates ; hence a turbine tested by this method com- 
bined with a dynamometer will probably show a lower efficiency than 
if the more accurate method by weir gauges is employed. 

This may to some extent account for the fact that Continental 
tests of turbines give a lower efficiency than that usually found for 
American wheels, where the latter method of measurement of flow is> 
followed. 

The Measurement of Flow by Weir-Gauges. 

By far the most accurate method of measuring the flow of water 
in streams or rivers is by means, of the weir-gauge, or gauge-notch, as 
it is sometimes called. This usually consists of a plate of wood or 
suitable material with a notch cut in it of a given form, the water to. 
be measured passing through this notch.';; There are two kinds of 
notches in general use for this purpose — the V-shaped notch of the 
late Professor James Thomson (brother of Lord Kelvin), and the 
rectangular notch, associated with the excellent experiments of 
Mr. Francis, carried out at Lowell, Massachusetts, in the United 
States. The former is most accurate for variable flows, the* latter 
most convenient for considerable flows. The splendid work of the 
late Professor James Thomson in connection with this part of 
hydraulics is known to most engineers and students, his great 
generalisation in connection with the law of flow from similar orifices 
being a most remarkable and useful one. Professor Thomson's 
investigations will be foiund recorded in the 'Proceedings* of" the 
British Association for 1858 and 1876. :' - ') 

Space does not admit of a full record, but his reasoning may be 
sard to follow soipewhat the following lines, though it is too complete 
to admit of being well given in abstract. He shows that the method 
adopted by many writers of finding, or attempting to find, the flow 
through a rectangular notch by the methods of the integral calculus is; 
incorrect. :::.: C-, :\\-:. .. :.. c:roc;: ;- ::./•.:.--.; 
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The usual method is to take a small rectangular portion (Fig. 55) 
of the rectangular orifice, find the flow through it, and mtegrate all 
such flows to get the total flow through the notch (Fig. 56). 



-- T -X 



121 




Fig. 55. 



Fig. 56. 



Let Q = the volume passing per unit time (usually the nim[iber 
of cubic feet per second). 



whence 



or 



//Q =:\jj 2gh X bdh^ 

Q = \h .dh ^ 2gh\ = b ^Vg I h\ dh, 
J M . « J hi 



This is called the " theoretic " flow, and it is multiplied by a coefficient 
called the coefficient of discharge to get the true flow, giving 

Q, = icbjrgh^ 
if h^ is zero. 

This method is wrong for the following reasons :-^ 

FiM. The velocity is not the same all along the little band as here 
assumed. 

Second. In any little element of area of the orifice it is not the 
velocity of the water at it which, multiplied by the area, will give the 
flow, but the component of the velocity normal to the plane of the 
element, ' 

Third. We have no right to assume that at any element of area 
the velocity is found ' by the rule v ^ *^ 2 g h, for except at the 
boimdary of the jet, the water is under more than atmospteric pres- 
sure, and hence, by Bemouilli's law, it must have less than the 
velocity given by the rule above. 

These and other objections, pointed out by Professor Thomson, 
show that the usual method is altogether misleading and wrong. 

Professor Thomson goes on to show that if there are two similar 
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vessels with exactly similar orifices, the dimensions of the larger 
orifice and vessel being n times that of the smaller, then the lines of 
flow from the two vessels will be similar, and the velocities will be as 
I to V«. 

Imagine the orifices fiUed with similar stream tubes ; the water will 
flow miconstrainedly in the one as in the other, and it can be shown 
that the guide tubes have really no duty to perform, and the total 
homologous pressures on similarly situated small areas at u and u^ 
are as i to f^. 



^\ 



^^v 






rjtf;^ 



\ V 

N N 



-^h^-i, 



Fig. 57. 

From the similarity of the forms of the two similar imaginary 
tubes (Fig. 57) we have in each 



area at E area at E. 



Hence the 



area at u area at u^ 

velocity at E _ velocity at E^ , 
velocity ^.tu " velocity at u^ ^ 



and from falls of free levels it follows that 

this rule applying to any or all homologous points in the two regions 
offlow. 
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Applying the rule to Professor Thomson's V-shaped notch, where 
the notch consists of an isosceles right-angled triangle, the apex (or 
lowest comer of the notch) being a right angle (Fig. 58), it is 
evident here that if the depth of the angle of the notch below the 
level of still water in one notch be to that in another as i to «, so all 
homologous linear dimensions in the two flows will be as i to «, the 
similar areas of little filaments similarly situated being as i to «^, and 
the velocity of flow as i to V«, therefore the volume of water flow- 
ing per imit time, varying jointly as the area and velocity, will be as 
I to t^ V«. Since this reasoning holds for every pair of similar streams 
throughout the;two flows, the quantity flowing per unit time, Q, a «*. 

Instead of considering two separate notches with different streams, 
we may take the same notch with different depths of water flowing 




Fig. 58. 

over it ; then, if we denote the depth of the vertex of the notch below 
still-water level by >^, 

Q = ch\ _ .. _. ^ _ .- 

This notch has the great advantage that the water section is 
always the same shape, whatever the depth of flow may be. 

Professor Thomson ' has determined the constant by a large 
number of accurate experiments, and found that in cubic feet per 

minute it is (if the notch be sharp-edged) Q = '317 ^«, ^ being in 

inches; or Qi = 2'635 >^i^* where h-^ is measured in feet, QiJn 

cubic feet per second. " * ■ - > 

In the case of a rectangular notch. Professor Thomson has shown 
that the formula of Mr. Francis is a rational one. A notch may be 
made so long relatively to the depth ojF water on it, that for any 

-f Rankine afid other writers give the coefficient as z* 54, "but Professor' 
Thomson's own number, here given, is not likely to be inaccurate. * ^ ^^^\^ -^ -^ 
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increase of length the increase of flow will be proportional to the 
increase of length/ Let /^^ be such a length. In Fig. 59 two 
portions, each = J /«>^, have been supposed taken off, then over the 
central part of length / = L — /« ^, the flow is proportional to /,. if 
/be varied whilst h remains constant. — ' 

The flow through this portion may be regarded as bounded by 
two vertical planes, and suppose the two remaining parts of the notch 
to be brought together as in the lower portion of the figure, we can 
now study the flows separately. In the lower figure the width of the 
notch bears a constant ratio to ^,and ^ mh\ then by similar reason- 
ing to that employed for the V-shaped notch, we find how Q varies 




Fig. 59. 

with the depth of the water ; and if Qj represents the flow through 
the lower portion, it is easy to show, as before, that 

Qj r= ^ //2 fj h^ where « is a constant coefficient. 

Next to find Qg, the quantity flowing over the central portion. Con- 
sider a portion for convenience of length = A , .. 

The flow over this portion will be b }^ >j\ where ^ is a constant. 
This is for the length ^, hence the flow over unit length is = bh^ hy 
and for length I =1 b hl^ h. In other words, 

Q2 = 3 (L - 3W h) h^h. 

Adding Qi and Q2 to get the flow through the whole notch we have 

d^ b{lwmh) h^J + a h^^l 
^ b\ihN h '^ (pm -^ a)h w h, 
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^ — is a coefficient which evidently depends on d and m, and 

will be different if, for instance, the stream is contracted at one end 
of the notch only instead of at both. 

It is evident that this rule is similar in form to that deduced by 
Mr, Francis, which is 



Q= 3-33(1^ -^^y, 



where n is the mmiber of end contractions. 

The variation in the value of n will be understood from the plans 
of the notch shown in Fig. 60. 




Mr. Francis states that his formula is not applicable to cases 
where the height A exceeds one-third of L, nor is it applicable if k is 
very small. He is of opinion that it is correct for depths vaiying 
from 6 inches to 2 feet. Probably it may be applied to greater 
depths than 2 feet if the notch be properly proportioned. 

Numerical Examples. 

(i) In a rectangular weir-gauge, the length of the notch being 
5 feet, depth of water 2 feet, find the flow if there is only one end 
contraction (i. e. if only one end of the notch has a sharp edge), and 
compare this with the flow if there are two end contractions. 

The formula is 

where n is the number of end contractions 

Q = 3-33(L-^'4yif«=i. 
Q' = 3*33(L-^Ayif«=2. 
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46 

or flow with one end contraction is to flow with two as 48 to 46, or 
I '0435 times as great. 

(2) In a rectangular gauge with two end contractions, the mini- 
mum flow being 50 cubic feet per second, find the dimensions of the 
notch, h being ^ L, for this flow. Ans, L = 5 • 87 feet. 

h = 1*957 feet. 

(3) A rectangular weir-gauge is employed to measure the flow in 
a stream. It has sharp edges. The length of the notch is 5 feet 
and the depth of water 2 feet, find the flow. 

Ans, 43 • 32 cubic feet per second. 

(4) A V-shaped Thomson weir-gauge is used to measure the flow 
in a stream, h being 4 feet, find the flow. 

Ans. 84*33 cubic feet per second. 

(5) If the water passing through both these notches, with a fall of 
25 feet, drive turbines of 0*7 efficiency; and if the dynamos, etc., 
driven by the turbines have an efficiency of 80 per cent, find the 
nimiber of kilo-watts given out by the dynamos. 

If the dynamos light arc and glow lamps, the number of the latter 
being three times that of the former, find the number of each. 

The arc lights take 1 2 amperes of current at a pressure of 50 volts, 
and the glow lamps 65 watts each. 

Ans. 151*26 kilo-watts, 571 glow lamps, 190 arc lamps. 

(6) Near a certain town is a river with a fall of 20 feet. The 
Town Council wish to light a promenade with 25 arc lamps, like the 
above, and to supply 2500 60-watt glow lamps. Taking the effi- 
ciencies as before, what height of water will be required if the flow 
be measured by a V-shaped Thomson gauge ? Ans, 5 * 34 feet, 

WATER-METERS. 

Small or moderate supplies of water are most easily measured by 
passing the fluid through a water-meter. The first meters invented 
were for " fluids," including gases, that of W. Pontifex of London 
(1824) being probably the earliest. Hanson's patent fw: a meter for 
gas, water, &c., bears date 1840, and is one of the earliest in which 
the use of a piston-valve is described. 

The Siemens meter is of. the "inferential" type, acting on the 
principle of Barker's Mill. Siemens has also another meter of the 
direct impact paddle-wheel type. The inferential type of meter> 
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whilst very simple and useful for quick flows, is not suitable for small 
flows, especially after standing idle for a time or when the fluid 
contains dirt. . . . _ - . - 

The Tylor meter is another inferential meter, discharging radially. 
In these the water acts on paddles or floats. Positive meters are 
more accurate over greater ranges of flow. 

The Kennedy Meter 

is a well-known specimen of this class, consisting of a vertical cylinder 
with a piston moving in it watertight. The piston is nearly as long 
as the stroke, and it is packed by an india-rubber ring which rolls on 
the piston, being prevented from coming off" by flanges on the piston, 
which fit the cylinder fairly well. The counting gear is in a separate 
chamber where it is not under water. The valve is a four-way cock 
-operated by a tumbler which is moved by the piston-rod. 

When the piston moves up or down to the end of its stroke this 
tumbler falls over, reversing the valve and admitting the water to the 
other end of the cylinder, at the same time opening the end now 
filled with water to discharge. The travel of the piston, in any given 
interval of time — not the number of strokes — is represented on the 
counting mechanism, a most ingenious system of pawls and ratchets 
operated by a pinion working into a rack on the pistpn-rod effecting 
this result. Comparatively great accuracy at different speeds is thus 
obtained. The meter, however, is somewhat bulky, and not silent in 
working. 

. . " Schonheyder Water-Meter. 

This meter is really a water motor with three cylinders, the pistons 
of which actuate a counter and so show how often the cylinders have 
been filled and emptied. The feature of the meter is its rolling cup- 
shaped valve, which works on the top of a spherical central seat. 
The valve has three ports cut right through it and also a central 
cavity. - There is also a central exhaust passage communicating with 
the discharge pipe. Corresponding to the three ports cut in the valve 
are three other ports in the fixed valve seat, whilst a central exhaust 
port corresponds to the cavity of the valve. The valve contains on 
its periphery three extensions forming cups in which the ball-shaped 
heads of the connecting-rods rest. As each piston descends it drags 
down the valverwith it until the valve flange comes into contact with 
the flanga. round the central pillar. The valve has a rolling or 
nut^tP^JOp^Qn'on: it& seat, but doe^.not rotate, the rocking of the 
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central valve actuating the counting gear. Figs. 6i, 62 and 63 show 
the arrangement. . :• . . 

Qi Q^ QZ (Figs. 62 and 63) are the cylinders fixed to the casing, 
with pistons' D^ D^ D^ depending by rods ^^ ^^ with spherical 




heads from the valve E. E rests on a similar surface F fixed to the 
casing by the pillar A^. 

The space G below each cylinder communicates by a lateral 
passage G with one of the passages H^ H^ H^, leading , through the 
pillar, to F, where they terminate in ports h)- }fi h^. . 

^ ^G 
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i is the cfentiial exhaust passage communicating "by I' with the" 
discharge pipe B^ e is the central cavity referred to above, whifch 
allows afay port h^ to communicate with the exhaust I. If the valve 
is in the central position all the ports are covered^ but a slight 
inclination of E — ^which is always assumed in practice — ^is sufficient 
to uncover a port, and by its cavity e allow water to pass. It will 
thus be seen that the rocking of the valve allows the cylinders to be 
filled and emptied in succession. The way in which the counting 
gear is moved will be seen at E* and K. The motion is noiseless, 





Fig. 62. 



Fig, 63. 



and the meter in many cases is accurate to within i per cent., both 
at high speeds and at such very low speeds as, say, half a gallon per 
hour, maintaining its accuracy for long periods, owing mainly to the 
peculiar motion of the valve which causes it to become even more 
closely fitting by wear. The seat is of vulcanite and the valve of 
gun-metal or similar alloy. 

The " Frost " or Manchester meter is a well-known positive meter 
of the packed-piston type. 

The Kent "Absolute" Meter 

is also a good type of this class. It has two cylinders with pistons 
and valves, the piston of one cylinder actuating the valve of the other 
somewhat as in a duplex pump. The way in which the jHston is 
packed will be seen in Fig. 64. The water being admitted through 
the holes in the piston cover at L and M presses the leathers L and 
M inwards, thus causing the edges of the leathers to fit the cylinder- 
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more closely at R and T. Each piston moves a rod which a^ctUates 
a j>awl, advancing the counting rachet one tooth per stroke. 

These meters are tested to within i per cent. + or — , at such low 




Fig. 64. 



G 2 
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flows as one gallon per hour ; as well as at the highest flow for which 
they are designed. 

The Venturi Meter. 

For very large flows this meter is probably the only one which 
can be employed without causing an appreciable obstruction. Its 
use has been developed by the experiments of Mr. Clemei^s Herschel, 
which established its reliability. It consists of a double cone which 
can be inserted in the main, the flow of which is to be measured. 
The water flowing through the contracted neck of the cones, flows 
with greater velocity than in the main, and hence under less pressure, 
by the law referred to so often in these pages. 

The difference of pressure in the neck of the Venturi tube and in 
the main pipe is recorded on a moving strip of paper, and hence a 
diagram showing the rate of flow is obtained. The combination of 
this diagram and a time one gives the total quantity passed, a record- 
ing electrically wound clock being often employed for this purpose, 
after the manner of an ampere-hour recorder. 



American Meters. 

A class of meter used almost exclusively in America, and to some 
extent in this country, has the merit of simplicity, possessing only 

one moving part (exclusive of 
the counting gear), this part 
doing duty both as a valve and 
piston, a point on it moving 
usually in a circular, or nearly 
circular, path. 

A typical example is the 
" Hersey " meter, shown in out- 
line in Fig. 65. The piston A B 
moving in the casing S, acts also 
as a valve. It revolves about a 
centre C, in the cylinder S, which 
has internal projections with 
spaces into which the teeth or 
lobes A of the piston work. In 
this case the number of teeth 
is the same as the number of spaces in the casing, hence each tooth 
works in one space. 

The spindle C describes a circle^ shown dotted in the figure, the 




Fig. 65. 
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spindle transmitting motion to the counting gear, each revolution 
of the piston allowing a certain quantity of fluid to pass through the 
eccentric spaces, this quantity being registered. 

These are, therefore, positive meters. In these meters, as the 
piston or valve has no packing, and yet must be sufficientiy free to 
move, even when the water is charged with small impurities, they are 




PL^N WiTH TOP GOfER R EM Of ED 

Fig. 66. 

often defective in measuring small flows, whilst the presence of 
coarser impurities often causes the meter to " stick fast." 

In America, where the supply of water allowed per head per day 
is often as much as 100 gallons, a small inaccuracy is of little con- 
sequence,* but in this coimtry, where one-fifth of this amount only is 
frequentiy allowed, greater accuracy is often necessary. 

For measuring pressure water into hydraulic power mains, or to 
a consumers plant, great accuracy is necessary, as the water often 
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coists'as much as -2^. or 2s. 6d. per lobo gallons, whereas in lJ6ndoii> 
tating 20 gallons p^r head per day as the ordinary domestic supply, 
the cost is usually not .more than half that amount. 

: A: good meter of the. above type is the -** Umform " meter of 
,Mr. Kent,^ shown in sectional plan and elevation in Figs. 66 and 67. 
Jhe hollpw piston P is elliptical in plan and revolves about a central 
cylindrical stud fitting the inner shorter axis of the ellipse exactly. 




SEVT/ON THnOlTGH AJl 

Fig. 67. 

^Fhe piston ;is of vulcanite, working in a gun-metal cylinder, the watef 
entering through the orifices shown under the left end of. the piston 
2ind "helped by water which enters at D, causes the piston to revolve, 
unlil '4t escapes by the outlet at the right-hand end. The pressure of 
Water on" 'the little door at D, which has a triangular glass comer 
abutting against: the piston, assists, in preserving the fit of the piston 
^det'.'Vafyihg conditions. . An eccentric pin actuates the counting 
gear? the poskieri of which is indicated in^ Fig. 67. * i ..-:.- - ^ :. 
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- Thfe Meter 'has: been a good deal "used for ordinary inains, and 
also for measuring the flow to consumers from hydraulic prfessure 
mains/ Th^ilMsttdtions ate of a meter for the latter purp6se,r tested 
to resist a fluict pressure of 2000 lbs. per square inch. 



^ 



XIL 
JET PROPULSION. 

Introductory ' Experiment. 



If a jet of water be allowed to issue from a vessel supplied with the 
liqtiidTrom some outside source, as long as the discharge <:ontinueS 
there lis Ja force urging the vessel in the oppos^ie direction to that of 
the flow. This is said to be due to 
the " reaction " of the jet. 

An experimental illustration of 
this is easily arranged, as shown in 
Fig. 6^, where a suspended vessel, 
having a hole fitted with a converging 
mouthpiece N, is supplied with water 
by the pipe P. If the position of the 
centre of gravity of the vessel arid 
water when the orifice is closed be 
obtained, then, when the orifice is . 
jopened the vessel assumes the position 
shown by^the dotted lines, ^ being the 
new position of the centre of gravity. 
If / be the height from to the point 
of suspension, it will be seen from the 
triangle of forces that, W being -the * 
weight of vessel and liquid, and F 
the reactive force of the jet on the 
, F 'oc _ „ ' oc 

:..::: N'0W,-3ta obtain J" from theoreticalxonsiderations, it is only necfe$- 
sary to find the momentum of the water leaving -the vessel per -second 
-^t^e^suj^ly/beittg^froman outside source, need not to-be taken into 
•aQCOunl?-hepev.*^*<>*ig^*^ some cases,- where the- water -is -drawnM-n by 




Fig. 68. 
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machinery inside the vessel itself, it is most important to consider 
how the water is drawn in. 

In this experiment the orifice is, for convenience, so shaped that 
its area may be taken as equal to the area of the jet, but it will be 
understood that where these are not equal, it is the area of the^d/ 
where the stream lines are parallel that must be introduced in the 
calculation. 

If the experiment be carefully carried out the result agrees closely 
with the calculated value of the propelling force F. 

If the water remains at a constant height of h feet inside the 
vessel, Q being the rate of flow in cubic feet per second and A the 
area of the cross-section of the jet in square feet, then 

^ 62*4 \ 

Q X X V 

32-2/ 

is the momentum of the water leaving the vessel per second, and 
hence the momentum lost per second, which is equal to the propelling 
force in pounds. 

But 2/ = *J 2gh^ neglecting the coefficient of velocity, which is 
about 'Qy. Hence, 

propelling force F = ^ X A X z^ 

32-2 

62*4 . 

= X A X 2 X 322 X h, 

32-2 "^ 

or 

F = 2 X 62-4 X A X ^; 

a force equal to the weight of a column of water whose base is the area 
ofthejet^ and whose height is twice that due to the velocity of the jet. 

If the vessel moves under the action of the jet — ^as in the case 
where the vessel floats in water — ^with an average velocity of V feet 
per second, the work done on the vessel per second is F X V, and 
the horse-power of the jet, neglecting friction, is 

F X V A z .r 

= '227 X A X ^ X V. 

550 , . . 

Reaction-Wheel or Barker's Mill. 

This is a good illustration of the practical application of the 
principle referred to, the propelling force being due to a constant 
head of water inside. 

The wheel, which was formerly a good deal used in the North, is 
shown in elevation and plan in Fig. 69 ; the water being brought by a 
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trough drops into the wheel, which consists of a conical part with 
radiating pipes, each pipe being bent at its outer end in a backward 
direction, relatively to the _ 



direction of motion of 
the wheel. If each pipe • 
is bell-mouthed — as it 
should be — at its inner 
end, and if we neglect the 
energy wastedat thebends, 
etc., then the velocity of 
the issuing water, when 
the wheel is at rest, will 
be v=^ 2g'R, nearly, the 
quantity issuing per se- 
cond (Q)= A V. We may 
in this case assume the 
area A to be the combined 
area of the pipes. 

Let u be the velocity 
of the horizontal pipe at 
the orifice, the distance of 
the centre of which from 
the vertical axis is r. The 
total head 

u^ 
Hi = H + — 



2^ 

Neglecting friction and 
inertia, 

which may be written in 
the more convenient form, 



:^ = 8^: 



H+ -6x4 



^, 




Fig. 69. 



where / is the time of one 
revolution in seconds. 
The absolute velocity of the issuing water — ^relative to the earth 



-is z' — «, and the momentum generated in it per second 



is 



— — {vj-r- «), which .by the law of the equality of action and re- 
daction is equal to the p-opelling force at this point. 
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The work don6 per second = — — (v — u) u, whilst the potential 
energy lost = a/ Q H. The efficiency, on ike assumption made 
above, is _(v-u)u ' 

Friction and inertia oppose centrifugal force, and it Is a matter 
which experiment alone can decide, what the actual value of v will be 
in a given case, and what value of u will give the highest efficiency. 

The rule for turbines u ^='66 V 2^H is sometimes taken though 
u = V 2 ^ H gives a higher efficiency. To apply these rules to an 
example, let the speed be lo revolutions per minute (/ =6), H = lo, 
r = 5, whence z/ = 25*8, and from the rule for turbines, «= 15*8, 
the efficiency being 49 per cent. If the speed be 20 revolutions per 
minute (v = 27 '38), the efficiency is 55 per cent. ; and at 40 revolu- 
tions per minute (z/ = 31 • 2) the efficiency works out at 75 per cent 
In fact the efficiency increases as u increases, but if friction and 
inertia are taken into account this does not hold true. The highest 
practical efficiency is about 60 per cent. ; often not much more than 
half this is obtained. 

The cross-section of the vertical pipe should be designed from 
theratio A, _ VH . 

A - V^' 

where Aj is the area of a section at depth d, A being the area of that 
at depth H. 

Jet-PropelleD Boats. 

In the foregoing examples the velocity of the jet was supposied to 
be due to a constant head of water maintained by an outside supply. 
Consider a vessel propelled by a jet, the water for which is drawn 
into the vessel by pumps or other mechanism inside the vessel itself. 
It is now all-important to consider how the water supplying tt^ejet.is 
drawn in, because the water outside has a certain momentutn relative 
to the moving vessel which may or may not be partially Utilised. 

If the velocity of the vessel be u feet .per second relative to the 
sea, ^a m^ss /« hks momentum m u relative to the vessel before entry. 
Suppose .'we Qould scoop up this, water at the bows by a -gradually 
sipping pip^ without any loss, .then if the jet issues backward with a 
velocify^z/ the momentum In this direction \i'mv, * Evidently, if 
mv = mu there iS:iio jaropdlingfOrce, mv.r^ lai^isihe mcanEaitum 
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given by the pumps to the water, and if tiiere is no loss this is also 
the momentum given by the jet to the ship, since the pumps have 
not to dxaw the water in. Let Q be the volume of water leaving the 
ship per second, then the propelling force 

The backward kinetic energy with which the water again reaches 
the sea is (relative to the sea) 

, 

.2 g 

which is the work lost per second. 
The work utilised per second is 

(Force X distance) = (2/ — «) -^— X V, 

and the efficiency of the jet 

work utilised 



work utihsed -f- work lost 

iv — tt) -=— u 
= g ; 

• ^ g ^g 

or 

. . Efficiency ^ . = — r---. * 

, V -- u u + v 

« + ^- 

This expression must not be used when u = v, sls the efficiency 
then = I, but there is no propelling force. This may be regarded 
as the case in which the water simply passes through the boat without 
friction from the bows to the stem. If v and u are nearly equal the 
efficiency is high, but the propelling force is small. We can never in 
piactice realise the ideal here assumed of utilising a// the momentum 
of the feed water. . 

The case in which the water is drawn in vertically might next be 
considered. None of the relative momentum is, in this case, utilised. 
The water might even be drawn in from the stem, when it will be 
necessary to give to it a forward velocity a little greater than u in 
order that it may reach the pumps. If it be' discharged backward 
with the velocity u there is no propelling force, though work lias 
beei; dojiie. by the pumps. /The three.j methods .haVje been here 
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refeixed to in the order of their efficiencies, the first method being 
evidently the best. • • . . 

This is very evident from Rankine's formula for the efficiency of 
a jet, which is, ^. 



Efficiency = — ^^^-^-^ — ^ s 

^ wvs wsr ,wv^ 

■■'■:■'- "7""*" IJ ■~2g 

Where w represents the weight, in pounds, of water discharged 
per second ; 
V represents the speed of the vessel in feet per second ; 
s represents the slip, or acceleration, or additioiud 

velocity imparted by the pumps ; 
/ represents a coefficient depending on the completeness 
with which the velocity of feed is lost. 
(If water is well taken in, as in Case i,^may be as low as '033. 
If the velocity of feed is all lost,/ = i.) 

If/ = I, the efficiency = -. — ; — r^,* 
{v + sf 

and is a maximum when j = z/. 

The following actual experimental numbers, taken from Mr. 
Bamb/s paper on * Hydraulic Propulsion,' f will illustrate the use of 
the formula. 

Discharge i ton per second {w = 2240). 

Velocity of discharge 37 • 25 feet per second (z' + -f = 37 * 25). 

Velocity of vessel 21*4 feet per sec. (z/=2i*4.*. j= 15 '85). 

/= loss of velocity of feed _ .Qt^j. 
"~ actual velocity of feed 

These data substitjited in the formula give the jet efficiency as '7, 
the efficiency of the pumps was • 46, and the mechanical .efficiency of 
the engine '76. 

It will be seen that whilst the jet itself is as efficient as a screw 
propeller, the low pump efficiency reduces the resultant efficiency 
much below that of propeller machinery. 

The. reader must be cautioned .against falling into the common 
mistake of supposing that it matters whether the jet is sent out above 
or below the sea-level. As a matter of fact, it makes no difference 
to the reactive force. due to. the jet whether the discharge orifice is 
above or below water. ,This is evident from the preceding calcula- 
tions, as we are concerned merely with the resultant momentum lost 

* -RaiikineVScientific Papers. ' V* f Proceedings Ins^. C£., 1884. 
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per second, not at all with the effect of the jet on 'the./ sea or air 
against which it impinges. : *.::::'. 



Hydraulically Propelled Lifeboat. 

Jet propulsion has, however, special advantages which make it 
peculiarly suitable for lifeboats where heavy seas have to be encoun- 
tered, and where the consequent racing of the engines or grounding 
of the boat may cause failure of engines, propeller, or paddles. Life- 
boats have recently been built with jet propulsion, and they seem J;o 
answer very well. 

Figs. 70 and 71 give two views of the City of Glasgow lifeboat, 
recently built for the Harwich station by Messrs. R. and H. Green, 
of Blackwall, London. The boat is 53 feet long, 16 feet beam, and 
5i feet deep, with a mean draught, on trial, of 3 feet 3 inches, and a 
displacement of 30 tons. 

In regard to the machinery, referring to the figures — ^which show 
the situation of the machinery and orifices — it will be seen that 
each end of the shaft of the compound engine is connected to a cen- 
trifugal pump 2 feet 6 inches in diameter, which draws in water 
through an inlet orifice in the bottom of the boat, each passage from 
the pump to the orifice sloping forward and downward, so that 
some of the momentum of the water may be utilised. Each pump 
forces the water out in a jet through a 12-irich hole in the stemwards 
direction, and under water. This is probably more convenient when 
leaving another vessel or a landing stage, than if discharged above 
water. Similar jets— in this case discharging above water — propel 
the boat astern when necessary, and an orifice on each side is pro- 
vided for lateral propulsion, should that be required, to prevent the 
boat from bumping against a wreck, or to facilitate her getting away. 
The boiler is of the water-tube type, which, with the machinery, was 
constructed by Messrs. Penn. On trial, the boat proved in every 
way satisfactory, both as regards speed and manoeuvring capabilities, 
the speed on the measured mile being 8^ knots, engines 360 revolu- 
tions per minute, steam pressure 115 lbs. per square inch, indicated 
horse-power 200. Another boat of this kind, the Duke of Northumber- 
land^ had previously been constructed by the same firm. 

No information is, so far as we know, yet available as to the effect 
of the rolling of the boat on the bearings of the pumps. If the pumps 
were driven by belting or gearing, the rolling of the boat, forcing the 
rapidly revolving pump shaft to assume different angles, would pro- 
bably cause wearing of the bearings in a direction ; at right angles to 
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the pkne in which the shaft oscillates, frbni the Wi6ll-knowxi resistance 
which a revolving body offers to a change of the direction of its axis; 
This resistance is proportional to the moment of inertia and to the 





•I 



Ukm^o stcawsi 
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angular velocity of the, body^ : The method "Of toupMng the ;p<jjnps 
direct to the engine shaft, in all probability, gets over the difficulty. 

Pressure of a Jet against a Surface, 

In the foregoing the reader's attention has been directed to the 
propulsive effect of a jet on the vessel from which it issues. It is 
sometimes necessary to find ^^t pressure of a jet on a surface against 
which it strikes. Without going fully into the matter, which is beyond 
the scope of this work, the graphic solution shown in Fig. 74 will give 
all tiiat is usually required. 

The jet is deflected through an angle j8. Construct an isosceles 
triangle A C B, each side representing v^ the vertical angle being j8. 
The change in direction of motion in one second is represented by 
A B, It is easy to see that 

A B = ij z/ sin c , 
2 

and the change of momentum per second 

F = 2 a/ i^ sin - = (since Q = A z/) to 4 a/ A H X sin - . 



g 




'^"'X 



H 



.jy..: 



H 
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Fig. 72. Fig. 73. 

This pressure may be resolved intp two components, Fj, parallel, 
and Fn normal to the original direction of the jet.. These ^re found 
from the rectangle A D B E as shown. Evidently 

Ov 
Fp = a; -^ (i — cos ^), 

Qv - 

and Fjj === o' -^^ sin ^. . 

If /3 = 90°, as in Figs. 72 and 73, 

Fi>=;!^. 

g ' 
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If P = i8o®, as in Fig. 75, F# = 2 ^ , since cos^ = — i. 

In Fig. 73, if the plate be placed as shown, the pressure on it is 

w ^^=— = 2 ze^ A H, since Q = A z^. 
g 

Now let the plate move up to the vessel till it closes the orifice, 
the pressure on it is only w A H, or half what it was before. This is 
sometimes regarded as a paradox, but the forces compared are 
obtained in totally different ways. 




V --.--. ,.6- 




Fig. 74. 



Fig. 75. 



If the plate in Fig. 74 moves in the direction of A C, with a 
velocity of translation «, v being the velocity of the jet, 

r^^!5i^(z^-«)(i-cosi8), 

and the energy transmitted per second to the plate is (neglecting 
losses) 

Fj,« = !?^(z; - «) (i - COSjS). 

o 

This is greatest when « = — , and is then = when ^ = 

180° as in the Pelton wheel. 



Practical Applications of above Rules. 

An undershot water-wheel gives a good example. Formerly these 
wheels had floats consisting of flat boards fixed radially, the efficiency 
of the wheel being about 0*3. ; , 

Poncelet improved them by introducing curved floats, so curved 
that the water enters without shock aiid leaves without energy in the 
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direction of the wheel's motion. With this arrangement an efficiency 
of o* 6 is possible. Fig. 76;shows how the first condition is fulfilled. 
V is the velocity of the jet, vi the. tangential velocity of the wheel, 
by. completing the parallelogram of .velocities,, as in the figure, v^ the 
velocity of the .jet .relative to the wheel is obtained. The float or 
vane at its outer edge must be .tangential to the side representing Vr. 
To fulfil the second condition the fall of the. water relative to a 
horizontal line. from, its .highest point on the moving, vane, should 
be the same as its rise to that point. Draw the vane in the position 
of entry and exit of the water, both, as assumed above, touching at 
the outer edge a horizontal line. Bisect the angle contained by radii 




Fig. 76. 

drawn from the vane points to the centre of the wheel. Then it is 
easy to show that (neglecting friction) the vane should make with the 
circumference an angle = this half angle. This gives a usual vane 
angle of about 15°. 

An application of the laws for the pressure of a jet on a moving 
surface may be found in the 

Pelton Wheel. 

This consists of a wheel with a series of cups fastened at equal 
intervals round its circumference, into which water from a jet is 
directed ; the cups being so" shaped internally that the jet is returned 
practically parallel to its original direction. 

Fig. 77 shows a perspective view of the usual type of wheel, whilst 
Fig. 78 shows a form with which more than one jet can be used, thus 
increasing the power of the wheel two or threefold. Pelton wheels 
have come very much into use in America. They are very efficient 

H 
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for high " heads," but are not recommended for falls of less than 
30 feet, whilst 2000 feet is often employed. By changing the nozzle 
the power obtainable from a given wheel may be varied. Their 
efficiency varies from 80 to Z(i per cent, under favourable conditions. 

As will be seen from the preceding, they should run at a circum- 
ferential velocity equal to half that of the jet. ■ 

Applying the rule already given, and assuming v = v 2 ^ H, 
where H is the "head" of the jet, the student can work out the 




I-^ig. 77- 
following examples. Remember work of jet per second -7-550 is 
water horse-power, or the horse-power actually lost by the water. 

Numerical Examples. 

1. A jet I inch in diameter and with a head of 10 feet, impinges 
on a plane surface at right angles to it. If the velocity of the jet is 
•97 of that due to the head, find the pressure of the jet on the surface. 

Alls, 6 • 4 lbs. 

2. If a jet of the same area, and with the same velocity as the 
last, impinges on a surface making an angle of 60° with its direction, 
find the amount and direction of the resultant pressure due to the 
jet on the surface. 

Ans, 6 • 4 lbs. Direction 60° with original axis of jet. 

3. Find the pressure, in its own direction, of the same jet acting 
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on the concave surface of a hemispherical cup, symmetrically situated 
with respect to the axis of the jet. Ans, 12*8 lbs. 

4. Pelton wheel, 2 feet diameter, speed 821 revolutions per 
minute, pressure of water 200 lbs. per square inch, too cubic feet 
per minute being utilised, find the water horse-power. If the actual 
horse-power is 70*3, find the efficiency. 

Ans. Zd'Z horse-power. Efficiency 81 per cent^ 




\> 



Fig. 78. 

5. Wheel 12 inches diameter, head 170 feet, speed 997 revolutions 
per minute, flow 11*39 cubic feet per minute, actual horse-power 
2*92, find the water horse-power and efficiency. 

Ans, 3 • 69 horse-power. Efficiency, 80 per cent. 



XIII. 

xNOZZLES AND JETS. 

A NOZZLE somewhat of the shape shown in Fig. 79 is often used for 
fire-hoses. 

The ^coefficient of discharge is high ; probably that for a plain 
cone would be as high. 

To find the velocity with which the water leaves the nozzle, let 
the level of the orifice be datum. Then the energy in foot-lbs. of 

H 2 
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each pound of water at A B or C D is 2*3/1+ — > /i being the 

pressure in lbs. per square inch obtained by a pressure gauge at A B, 

when the water is flow- 
ing, and V the velocity 
there in feet per second. 
Assume the pressure to 
be zero, at or just out- 
side the orifice, then 
the total head, i.e. the 
velocity head + the 

pressure head at A*B, is available to give a velocity V at the orifice. 

Then 

7;2 




Fig. 79. 



V = ^iV2^"(2-3A + y- 



Also \y^v - (p V, where D and d are the diameters at C D and E F 
respectively. Eliminating v we have 



whence 



V=)^.-©*|.4-6.A. 



V - // 4' 6^/1 \ _ ^1 X I2'i6v //i 

c^ being the coefficient of discharge. 

c^ for a well-shaped nozzle of the kind shown may be taken as 
about 0*96. 

Example, — If D = i inch, d =^ % inch, p^ = 60, find the velocity 
of efflux and the height to which the jet will rise, neglecting resistance 
of air, &c. Ans, 91 '37 feet per second. 

Height 129*6 feet. 

The Ball Nozzle. 

This nozzle, shown in Fig. 80, promises to be of great use for 

many purposes. The ordinary 
nozzle emits a jet of great 
velocity, which can, therefore, 
be directed to a considerable 
height, but it covers a very 
small area, and in case of a 
pjg^ gQ^ fire which is in an easily acces- 

sible position does not answer 
well. The ball nozzle, which consists of a nozzle terminating in a 
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cup in which a ball is loosely seated, gives an umbrella-shaped spray 
of great value for quenching flame and smoke. 

It might at first sight be supposed that the pressure of the jet on 
the ball would tend to drive it away from the nozzle, but such is not 
the case. Fig. 8i will explain the reason of this. 

If a jet issues from an orifice a^ and impinges upon a flat plate P, 
we know how to calculate the force F, necessary to keep the plate 
in position when it is some distance from the orifice. 

Now let P be brought nearer and nearer, when it 
reaches some such position as that shown, F dimi- 
nishes rapidly till as the plate nears the orifice it is 
finally sucked in towards a, stopping the flow. As 
soon as the flow is stopped, the plate experiences the 
hydrostatic pressure due to the head of water in the 
vessel, which forces it away from the orifice, and the 
action is repeated as before. An intermittent spray is 
thus produced, but if the plate does not fit the surface 
perfectly a continuous spray may be obtained. The 
explanation of the phenomenon is easy. Since the 
comers are rounded, little energy is lost from a to 
b or c. Thus, neglecting ^, for every pound of water 



^g 



+ 2-3 /is constant. But the area round ^ ^ is 




Fig. 8i. 



much greater than that at ed^ hence the velocity at 

the latter section must be much greater than that at 

the former ; hence, if the pressure at r ^ be atmospheric, that at ^ e* 

will be less than atmospheric, and the pressure of the air on the outside 

of the plate will force it up to the orifice. 

In the case of the ball nozzle a similar action takes place : the ball 
not being able to completely close the orifice, spreads the issuing jet 
into an umbrella-shaped cascade. 

The nozzle shown in the illustration has two branches, one 
consisting of the ordinary straight nozzle which may be used for 
projecting a jet to some distance, whilst the ball nozzle on the other 
branch may be used for purposes which require a spread or sprayed 
jet. It is used with low pressures. 



Tender Apparatus for Picking up Water. 

In the foregoing cases the nozzle is at rest and the water moves. 
Consider a case in which the nozzle moves relatively to water at 
rest. 
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Fig. 82 * gives two views of the apparatus provided on some 
express locomotives for picking up water without stopping. 

A long shallow tank, shown in section in the right-hand figure, is 
fixed between the rails, and is kept filled to the requisite height with 
water. 

The trough has no ends, but the rails and trough are sliglitly 
raised near the terminations of the tr9ugh so as to retain the water. 

A scoop S, curved so as to point in the direction of motion, 
projects downwards from the tender, this scoop being furnished with 
a mouthpiece which can be turned about P so as to lift it out of the 
way when not wanted. If the speed of the engine be sufficient the 
water which enters the mouthpiece finds its way up the pipe into the 
tender. 

Suppose the height of A above B, the surface of the water, to be 
H feet, then every pound of water, when it reaches A, has gained 
H foot-lbs. of potential energy. Let the level of B be datum ; then, 
since the pressure of the water is atmospheric, the kinetic energy 
imparted to each pound of it at entrance minus the energy necessary 
to overcome resistances is equal to the energy — kinetic and poten- 
tial — it has at A. 

Let V be the velocity of the scoop relative to the water in the 
tank, and v the velocity of the water at A, F being the coefficient of 
hydraulic resistances. Then 

Fx — = H-f — . 

Suppose F to be 0*5, the speed of the locomotive 30 miles an 
hour and H 8 feet, find the velocity at A. Find also the least speed 
sufficient to raise the water. 

30 miles an hour is 44 feet per second. 

4.4.2 ^ji 

.-. 0-5 X^-8 = ^ , 

64-4 64-4 

whence v = 21*15 ^^^^ P^^ second. 

If t^ be zero we get the limiting speed. In this case 

•5X^-8 = 0, 

which gives V = 32 • i feet per second, or 21*9 miles an hour. 

The speed of the locomotive must be in excess of this in order to 

• Inserted by the courtesy of Mr. F. ^V. Webb, Chief Mechanical Engineer, 
London and North Western Railway. 
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fill the tank. Knowing the quantity to be suppKed, the time avail- 
able and the area of the discharge pipe, the necessary velocity for 
the water in it can be found. Some allowance must also be made 
for friction. 

Injector Hydrant. 

In this apparatus, due to Mr. Greathead, a high-pressure jet is 
used to intensify the pressure of water from ordinary mains, so as to 
give a jet of sufficient pressure to reach the tops of the highest 
houses. 

The jet taken from the high-pressure pipes is a small one, the 
main volume coming, from the ordinary mains. 

Thus, with a low-pressure supply at a pressure of 20 lbs. per 
square inch, 32*4 gallons per minute at a pressure of 700 lbs. per 
square inch are required to intensify the pressure of the delivery of 
150 gallons per minute to a pressure corresponding to 100 feet head, 

i.e. to — or 43 i lbs. per square inch; but with a low pressure 

2*3 
supply under a head of 138 feet, only 3-7 gallons per minute are 
required from the high-pressure mains. 

The advantage of diminishing the difference of pressure of the 
two supplies is clearly shown in the following table, compiled from 
the experimental data given by Professor Robinson. 
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ft.-lbs. 
350,736 
187,75s 

36,464 



These numbers show that, as one would expect, there is great 
waste of energy when a stream of water moving with a Tiigh velocity 
is forced to combine with one moving at a low velocity. It appiears 
that to give even a moderate efficiency the low-pressure head should 
not be less than yV ^^ ^^^^ of the high-pressure supply. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Mining by High-Pressure Jet. 105 

It should be bome in mind, however, that for fire extinction the 
question of efficiency must be subordinated to that of promptitude in 
the saving of life and property. 

" Hydraulicising." 

Jets of water at high pressure are often used for gold mining. In 
that case a nozzle is employed which can readily be turned in various 
directions without moving the pipe conveying the pressure water. 
Fig. 83 shows one of these nozzles — the " little giant." It is said to be 
very efficient. It can be rotated completely horizontally, and moved 




Fig. 83. 

vertically on a knuckle joint «, which is kept in position by the 
counterpoise b. The packings are of leather, and the nozzle is fitted 
inside with three rifle-plates, which prevent the jet from assuming 
that rotary motion which is usual with high velocities, and which 
impairs the effectiveness of the jet. 



XIV. 

WATER-WHEELS. 

Strictly speaking, this term would include the various types of 
wheel propelled by water, from the old water-raising apparatus to the 
modem turbine. It is here used in a limited sense, including wheels 
rotating about horizontal axies and of the following kinds. 

Overshot Wheels. 

In these the water acts mainly by its weight, though a small 
portion of its kinetic energy also is utilised. 
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The water passes over the summit of the wheel, as shown in 
Fig. 84, and falls against and into the buckets. This type of wheel 
is used for falls varying from 10 to 70 feet, with head-water level 
varying not more than 2 feet. Its efficiency would be greater were 
it not for the loss of water owing to the horizontal velocity of the 




Fig. 84. 
latter, and to the fact that the tail-water does not readily leave the 
wheel-pit, being projected from the wheel in the opposite direction 
to that of tail-race flow. 

The efficiency is given by Fairbaim* as about 60 per cent., but is 
generally more. Unwin gives 75 per cent. 

Taking 70 per cent, efficiency, the useful horse-power is 
62-4 X QH 



•70 X 



550 



= • 08 Q H nearly, where H is available head 



in feet. 

The water should have a greater velocity than the circumference 
of the wheel, the latter being about 6 feet per second ; the former 
should be about 10 feet per second. This velocity is acquired by 



falling through a height 10^ = 2gh or h — 



64-4 



= i'55 feet, or 



the water should enter the wheel at a point that distance below the 
level of the surface of head water. 

The construction of the wheel is shown in the figure. The depth 
♦ Fairbairn's * Mills and Millwork,' Part I. p. 123. 
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of the shrouding s (Fig. 85) is from 10 to 18 inches. The diameter 

of the wheel is from H^i-3toH-2-5. The number of buckets 

, . circumference 

n bemg = 

s 

If b is the inside breadth of the wheel, neglecting thickness of 

buckets, the capacity of that portion of the wheel which passes the 

sluice in one second is v bs,v being the velocity of the wheel. If 

the water supply is more than one-third of this there is great loss by 

spilling of the water. 

Breast Wheels. 

This consideration, and the fact that these wheels do not readily 
clear themselves of tail-water, nor work well if immersed more than 
I foot in it, led Fairbaim to devise, or improve, the breast wheel. 




This type of wheel, shown in Fig. 85, has been much used. The 
water here acts by its weight alone, dropping into the buckets nearly 
vertically through the apertures in the end of the pen-trough P, which 
is shaped to fit the circumference of the wheel. The breast B, of 
masonry, serves to some extent to prevent spilling of the water ; but 
in high-breast wheels over 20 feet in diameter no breast is required. 
The earliest form of the high breast wheel was called a pitch-back 
wheel, which was a modification of the overshot wheel introduced by 
the millwright in cases where the support of the trough over the 
summit was difficult, and where the tail-water had not a free flow. 
The water was dropped into the wheel at a point varying from 25° to 
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30^ from the summit. High-breast wheels take the water within 
wider limits, but in all cases above half diameter. 

Fairbaim's improvements consisted mainly in (i) putting in 
curved sheet-iron buckets instead of wooden ones; (2) only partially 
filling the buckets and ventilating them, as shown at right-hand side 
of Fig. 85 ; (3) making a close breast to prevent undue waste of 
water ; and (4) generally using iron instead of wood in the construc- 
tion, lightening parts where possible, and providing a better means of 
giving off the power. 

The older wheels usually drove from the axle, a spur-wheel on the 
latter gearing with a pinion, which in turn drove other gearing, and 
hence the machinery. 

Fairbaim usually employed a segmental spur-wheel — fastened to 
the arms (A A, &c.. Fig. 85) and shrouding near the inner circumfer- 
ence of the latter — ^which drove a pinion. This method had two 
advantages : it relieved the arms of the wheel of bending stresses, 
and it gave a greater speed to the pinion, often allowing intermediate 
gearing to be dispensed with. 



Construction for Curve of Buckets. 

The following is Fairbaim's construction. Refer to sketch on 
lower left-hand comer of Fig. 85. 

Let « ^ be a line cutting the outside circumference of the wheel 
where the water is to enter, and in the same direction. Measure 
ec =^ the distance apart of the buckets (5 to 8 inches for high- 
breast, and 9 to 1 2 inches for low-breast wheels). From point c draw 
a radius of the wheel c d. Then ^-^ is the flat part of the bucket, and 
eg the sloping part if the buckets are of wood. If of iron, draw the 
curve at discretion, as shown, making due allowance for the speed of 
the wheel. 

The construction of the wheel is readily seen from the illustration. 
The axle is of cruciform section with sockets keyed on it, into 
which the arms are fixed by cotters or bolts. The shrouding has 
little guides of angle-iron fastened to its inner side, to which the 
sheet-iron buckets are bolted, the soling being also of sheet iron. 
The water is admitted through the apertures shown in the pen-trough 
P, and drops into the buckets, the supply being cut off by the curved 
plate C, which is drawn over the inlet orifices by the rack r, actuated 
by the pinion /, which may be moved by hand or governor, the 
lower orifices being closed first to preserve the efficiency with partial 
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supply by increasing the average head. Fig. 121, p. 154, shows the 
type of governor used by Fairbairn. 

Large apertures for the passage of the water are necessary, and in 
practice the ordinary vertical sluice is often employed, instead of that 
shown. 

The efficiency, under favourable circumstances, is from 70 to y 
per cent. 

Low-breast wheels were used by Fairbairn for as low falls as 5 to 
8 feet, the diameter of the wheel being about 16 feet, and an efficienc)'- 
of about 50 per cent, was obtained. 

Undershot Wheels. 

These belong to the oldest type of water-wheel, as a reference to 
Ewbank's description of ancient water-raising appliances will show. 
The old types were very inefficient. Smeaton improved them, but 
Poncelet brought them to a high stage of efficiency. The theory of 
his construction has been referred to. 




Fig. 86. 



The wheel is shown in Fig. 86. It is used for falls up to 6 feet. 
It acts on the same principle as the impulse turbine, the momentum 
of the water being utilised. The water enters the vanes with a 
velocity nearly = ^ 2gh. It glides up the float, comes to rest, 
and then leaves the wheel with very little horizontal velocity rela- 
tive to the earth, hence with little horizontal kinetic energy. 
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The best circumferential velocity of the wheel, v^^ is from • 5 to 
•6 v'^^H, speed of wheel v^ is itdn^ where d is the diameter and // 
number of revolutions per second. Thickness of water stream 
entering wheel should not exceed about 10 inches. 

6Q 



b = 



HV2/H 



b being the width of the stream, and the wheel is made about 4 inches 
wider than this. The efficiency is often 60 per cent., but may be as 
high as 68 per cent. 

Construction for Curve of Vanes. 

The following is given by Fairbaim : — Draw ^^ the external cir- 
cumference (lower left-hand comer of Fig. 86), ^ E the radius of the 
wheel. Take « ^ = ^ to i of the fall. 

Draw the inner circumference of shrouding through h. Suppose 
water to strike bucket at a and in direction ad\ draw ae perpen- 
dicular to ad^ so that the angle eaYj'iz from 24° to 28°. Take, on 
ae^fg = \ af, and from centre^, wit'i radius ^^j, describe the curve 
of the float. 

The number of buckets N is gi izn by the rule 

N =|^-f 16, 

for wheels of from 10 to 20 feet in diameter. 

In these illustrations only a few of the buckets or floats are drawn, 
but it will be understood that the circumference of the wheel has 
symmetrically spaced buckets all round it, as in the portion in which 
such buckets are shown. 



XV. 
CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS. 

Introductory. 

It is not necessary to dwell on the history of the development of the 
centrifugal pump. Euler, the great mathematician, brought out a 
crude form of centrifugal pump, of little practical value, an account 
of which was published in 1754. 
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In 1830, a centrifugal pump, the patent of a Mr. M^Carty, was 
used in the United States Navy Yard at New York. Several pumps 
were tried by French engineers, but the appliance only came into 
commercial use after the great Exhibition in London in 185 1, when 
the Appold pump was brought prominently into notice, with an 
efficiency about three times that of any other exhibited. 

Mr. Appold made many experiments, some of which seem to 
show the greater efficiency of curved vanes over radial ones. There 
are, however, many things to be considered, radial vane pumps 
being now made (mainly by French makers) with good efficiency. 

There is no doubt, however, that the late Mr. Appold, in con- 
nection mainly with improvements in the revolving part or fan, and 
Professor James Thomson, in regard to the whirlpool chamber, did 
more than any others to make the centrifugal pump an apparatus of 
great practical and commercial value. 

Water cannot pass along a path of suddenly changing curvature 
without loss of energy, which loss is greater, the greater the velocity 
of the water. This fact must be borne in mind in designing machines 
like centrifugal pumps or turbines, to act on or be acted upon by 
water. It is absolutely impossible for a frictionless. liquid to flow in 
a path discontinuous as to curvature. If 
water be compelled to flow, say, along a 
pipe which suddenly changes in diameter, 
it produces for itself little whirls or eddies, 
which act as wheels to help it round 
the comers, just as one puts rollers 
under a log of wood to get it moved 
along more easily. Wherever such eddies 
are set up energy is wasted, not only by 
the whirls in the corners, but by smsRler 
eddies set up and carried along by the 
water. If we compel water to flow in a 
path like B A C (Fig. 87), it creates eddies 
to carry it by a path of continuous change of curvature from B to C. 

The probable truth of this conception of eddies can be shown 
experimentally, for if the water flows along N, and you make it pass 
round a similar curve M, you do not get as much waste of energy in 
the second operation as the first ; whereas, if it first pass along R and 
then round S, a similar curve, but bent the opposite way, you get fully 
as much waste at the second ber.d as the first. This seems to indicate 
that the little eddies created at N are available at M, but those pro- 
duced at R have to be destroyed and new ones created, rotating in the 
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Fig. 87. 
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opposite sense, in order to carry the fluid round S. It is evident, 
then, that great care must be exercised, in designing a centrifugal 
pump or turbine, to provide for the water a path free from abrupt 
changes in direction. The vanes and other guiding surfaces have to 
be placed at the proper angles, so that the water may pass into or 
out of the wheel without sudden change in direction or velocity, and 
all curves should have a gradual change of curvature, such as may be 
obtained by using an elastic strip as a template. 

A pump is designed to add to the store of energy possessed by 
every pound of water passing through it. The calculation of the 
addition, positive or negative, which the vanes of any pump or wheel 
give to each pound of water is not difficult, though writers on this 
subject have confused the issues, and frightened students, by endea- 
vouring to use mathematics to find out things which cannot be 
calculated properly at all. The leading principle on which we 
depend in designing these machines has been very lucidly explained 
by Professor Perry in an illustration like the following : — Suppose a 
man jumps into an American railway train, and after wandering 
about through it anywhere, jumps off again ; how do we calculate the 
energy, positive or negative, the train has given to him ? Find his 
momentum in the direction of the train's motion just before he 
alights on the train, and also find his momentum, in the same direc- 
tion, just before he leaves it. The difference of these is the 
momentum he gives to the train, and "momentum per second" 
is force. Suppose a number of men could perform the feat every 
second, following each other with the greatest regularity, then the 
momentum given to the train in one second could be readily calcu- 
lated, or the force which the men exert on the train could be found. 
This force, multiplied by the distance passed through by the train in 
one second ( = z/ where v is the velocity of the train) would repre- 
sent the energy given per second to the train, or by the train to the 
men, as the case may be. 

Now, if we wish the men to enter the train without receiving 
shocks from the partitions, it is evident that we should shape those 
partitions in a peculiar way. It may be well to first of all consider 
this illustration as bearing on the action of water in the centrifugal 
pump, in which case the water is not guided before it enters. 

An example will best illustrate this. Suppose water flowing 
radially with a velocity of 4 feet per second into a wheel rotating, at 
the point where the water enters, with a linear velocity of 8 feet per 
second, how ought the vane to be shaped so as to allow the water to 
enter with as little shock as possible ? 
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Let A B, Fig. 88, be the curve of the wheel. Draw C D normal 
to A B, and make it 4 units long to represent the radial velocity 4. 
Draw C E tangential, and 8 units long, then the direction of the 
resultant C F is the proper direction of the vane just at the tip. It 
is the direction in which the partitions of the 
carriages in the American railway train ought 
to be sloped so as to give as little shock as 
possible to the men entering it. But we also 
see that the man ought not to try to enter at 
right angles to the direction of the train's 
motion. Hence in turbines the water is guided 
in the proper direction before it enters the re- 
volving wheel. 

Take a simple case (Fig. 89) : the water had 
no momentum in the direction of the motion of 
the wheel before it entered it, at A ; having 
entered it now moves along the vane A B, 
gradually attaining the velocity of the wheel, 
and then it finally leaves at B. If the vane is 
radial at B it has the same velocity as the wheel 
just before it leaves. Let this velocity be v 
feet per second. Then every pound of water 
leaving B leaves with a tangential momentum 

, and retards the wheel with a force of *^' ^' 

32-2 

this amount acting at B. This force x z^ is the energy the one 
pound of water receives per second from the wheel = — 7- • 

One pound of water in the discharge chamber of the pump has 
gained this much energy from the time it left the supply-pipe, except 
that it lost some of its energy by friction. If the vanes were bent 
backwards towards D, the water would receive less energy than 
this, and if they were bent forwards towards E, it would receive 
more. 

The water gets the energy to squander or store as it pleases. 
It does squander a good deal of it in friction. But if it converted it 

all into potential energy it would raise it to a height feet ; in 

32*2 

other words, it would be lifted to a height, above the pond from 

which it was taken, of , or to a height ha ice that due to the velocity 

32-2 

of the circumference of the wheel (since the velocity v is due to a height 

I 
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7^ \ 

given by the rule i^ = 2 gh^ox h =7—7 ). Suppose .the rim of the 

wheel had a velocity of 46 • 8 feet per second, a stone would fall 
freely through 34 feet to acquire this velocity, hence the total lift of 
the pump (if perfect as our rule assumes) would be 68 feet. 

The real height to which the water is 

lifted, divided by the ideal height , is 

32-2 

the efficiency of the wheel, or rather of 

the water passages all through the pump. 

The wheel gets energy from an engine, 
and the energy given out by the engine/^- 
potind of water lifted is a measure of the 
efficiency of the shafting, belting and wheel. 

It may be well now, having considered 
some of the elementary laws governing 
the action of the centrifugal pump, to go a 
little more fully into the considerations 
influencing the sizes and shapes of the 
pump passages, and vanes. 

With a steady flow of water 

v^ p 

— 4- \- h- constant = the total store 

2g ^ w 

of energy of i lb. 

In pipes, and in fact, wherever water 
flows, its total store of energy is gradually- 
diminished by friction. The object of a 
pump is to increase this total store. 

In Fig. 90 is roughly shown the 
general arrangement of a centrifugal pump. 
H is the total height to which the water 
is to be lifted, i.e. the total potential 
energy which every pound of water is to* 
receive. Theoretically, h may be anything 
under 32 feet ; in practice it is best not to 
have it more than from 6 to 10 feet. P is 




Fig. 90. 




Fig. 91. 



the pump, S the suction pipe, and D the delivery pipe ; the water 
enters the pump at the centre,* being drawn in by the partial 
vacuum produced, is whirled round in the revolving wheel or fan F, 
passing into the whirlpool chamber or diflusor W, and volute or 
discharge chamber D (Fig. 92), leaving the wheel with kinetic energy 
♦ In some direct-driven pumps it enters at one side only. 
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= -— , where v^ is the circumferential velocity of the outside of fan 

(radius r.^). This large store of kinetic energy is gradually changed into 

pressure energy in the whirlpool chamber, and by the time the water 

reaches the delivery pipe it has a 

sufficient pressure to force it up the 

pipe, in which ascent almost all its 

energy is gradually changed into 

potential energy. 

It is necessary that the water 
should receive as little shock as 
possible in entering the revolving 
wheel, hence the vanes are shaped 
as shown in Fig. 91 (where only a 
few of the vanes are shown), so that 
the direction of flow is as nearly as 
possible the same the instant after 
entering the wheel as it was the in- 
stant before. 

If this is to be accomplished, 
evidently if z\ is the velocity of the 
inner circumference, and Vr the velo- 
city of the water, Fig. 93 shows 
that by measuring oif A B = Vr and 
A D = z'l, and completing the parallelogram of velocities, B is the angle 
required. 

And we see that tan ^ = — . 

This is the angle of the vane just where it joins the circumference. 

In many turbines and some centrifugal pumps (which as far as 
theory goes are merely reversed turbines) the radial velocity of the 
water is constant through the wheel, this necessitating that the area 
of the openings through which the water flows shall be the same 
everywhere. This could be accomplished by making h.j, r^ = b^ 7\, 
b^ and ^2 being the breadths at radii i\ and i\. 

These dimensions are, however, modified as experience and 
experiment indicate. In many good pumps like the Appold pump 
(see Fig. 96, p. 119) the outside area is much greater than the 
inner, and thus the water leaves with less radial velocity and greater 
pressure, so that a much smaller whirlpool chamber suffices. 

In our radial vane pump — to keep to the easy illustration for the 
moment — if Q be the quantity of water passing through the pump per 

I 2 




Fig, 92. 
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second, Q = 2 v r^b^ minus a certain allowance for the thickness 
of the vanes. If i\ be the radial velocity of the water at the outer 




rim, and A the clear area of the openings by which it leaves 

A 

If w be the weight of i cubic foot of the liquid, since change of 

momentum per second is force, and momentum 

, . wQ 

= mass X velocity = — -^ x v^^ 

. • . the force exerted on the water = gain in momentum per second 

= — "- 

and force X velocity per second = work done per second. 

. • . — — v^ = the energy given to the water in ft.-lbs. per second. 

The total weight of water passing per second is w Q, and the 
energy imparted per second to i lb. is — , and it is lifted H feet 
altogether. 

. • . neglecting friction, total store = -^ = H, 



or 



, 2 >_ 



^H, 



or 



^2 = V<^H = >y2^(^-j 



— a law like that for the velocity of a body falling freely. Hence 
we see the velocity of the rim is equal to that of a stone which has 
fallen freely through a height = half the total lift of the pump^ or is 
the velocity due to half the head H. 
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This law is of considerable importance in the case of turbines. 
It is only true neglecting friction. As a matter of fact, the pump has 
to be driven at a greater 
speed than this. It is also 
only true if the pump is 
delivering little water, but 
just keeping the water at a 
constant level in the dis- 
charge pipe. If the pump 
were gradually to slow down 
the water would fall and 
drive the pump as a tur- 
bine — supposing a sufficient 
supply available. 

The foregoing, viz. that 
the velocity v^ of the water 
is that of the circumference 
of the fan, is only true for 
pumps in which, as our 
figures indicate, the vanes 
are radial to the outside 
circumference of the fan. 
Very often, in fact nearly 
always .in practice, the vanes 
are curved as in Fig. 94. 

If (Fig. 95) v^ is the 
radial velocity and v^ the 
velocity along the vane, v.j^ 

being the velocity of the rim Pig ^^ 

of the wheel, then the tan- 
gential velocity imparted to the water = V, which is found as in- 
dicated in the figure. 




Fig. 94. 



yrCir^ 




and 



— — V = the tangential force exerted on the water, 

O iv 

^ — z^2 V = the energy given to it per second. 



there being w Q lbs. passing per second, hence the work imparted to 



each pound of water = 
than z^2* 



— — , which is less than — , since V is less 
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If <^ is the angle which the vane makes with the outer circum- 
ference (Figs. 94 and 95), 7V cot ^ is the backward tangential 
velocity, and the forward tangential velocity is evidently 

^2 — ^V cot <^, 
•'• u'i ■" ^r cot <^) -^= — = momentum given per second = tan- 
gential force at rim of wheel, and 
^2 (^2 ~ VrC-ot^ — — = energy given per second to. w Q lbs of 

o 

water, or 
* ^2 (^2 — ^r cot </)) — = H = the energy given to i lb. of water. 

o 

In the case of radial vanes the total energy given to the water in 
the wheel is made up of half kinetic and half pressure energy. For 

total energy given to i lb. =— ^, kinetic energy = ■— .'. pressure 
energy = — ^ also. 

2g 

In the case just considered, with the backward sloping vane the 
kinetic energy given to i lb. 

_ (2/3 — Vr cot <t>Y 

and the total energy 

= ^2(7^2 - ^r cot</))i. 
g 

In the pump shown in Figs. 92 and 94; the whirlpool chamber is 
seen in section at W, F being the impeller or fan driven by an 
engine or outside motor, and S the suction pipe. The use of a large 
whirlpool chamber is to allow the kinetic energy to gradually die 
out as the water recedes from the vanes. The use of the whirlpool 
chamber was first pointed out clearly by the late Professor James 
Thomson, whose name shall always have a chief place as a pioneer 
in this branch of engineering. 

In pumps with backward sloping vanes, the water leaves the fan 
with comparatively little kinetic energy, and the whirlpool chamber 
may be small. This will be seen in the Appold pump, Fig. 96, 
where it will also be observed that lateral easement is given to the 
water as well, so that its velocity, and hence its kinetic energ}'-, may 
be small on leaving the fan. 

* Friction is here neglected. H divided by the left-hand expression really 
gives the hydraulic efficiency, if v^ is the actual velocity. 
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In order to get the greatest efficiency out of a pump of this kind, 
it is necessary — ^all other things being equal — to have the value of 
that which will make the total energy a maximum and the kinetic 
energy a minimum. 

This will best be seen from an example. 

Let the total lift be 15 feet. 

Circumferential velocity v^^ tj 2 g y, *i\ ^ 22, 
Let the radial velocity be \ of that due to the total lift. 
.-. 7v = i V2^x 15 = 4> say. 

Total energy = 22 (22 — 4 cot ^) -• 



Kinetic energy = 
Tabulate as below. 



(22 — 4cot <^)^ 



j Angle <^. ' 


^X total 
energy. 


^X kinetic 
energy. 


g X pressure 
energy. 




1 90 


484 


. 242 


240 




60 


433 


194 


239 




; "^5 


396 


162 


234 




30 


330 


112 


218 




20 


222 


61 


161 


15 


156 


25 
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This calculation is based on the assumption that the circum- 
ferential velocity is in every case the same for the same lift being 

obtained from 7^2 = ^,?*H. 

If the angle <^ be too small the vanes are too long and friction is 
increased, also if we go much below 30° there is a rapid falling off 
of the total energy. The right angle in the above example seems 
to be between 30° and 20°. 

The Whirlpool Chamber. 

In the pump, in order that there shall be a minimum waste of 
energy in the whirlpool chamber, the water must follow the law of 
natural flow. 

Let the pump be horizontal (// remains constant in our equation 
of constant energy per lb.). I^et there be a large whirlpool chamber. 
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dp . 

— IS the rate of change of pressure as we go further out. 

Neglecting ^, 



Differentiatinsr, 



But 



h — = constant. 

2^ w 

V dv I dp 
g dr w dr 

dp w v^ 
dr" g r 

(neglecting gravity, and here we are going across circumferential 
stream lines). 

Substituting value of -±. we get 
dr ° 

V dv 1 v^ __ 
g dr g r 

Dividing across by — , and arranging, 

o 

dv dr 

— + — = o. 
V r 



Integrating, 



log V + log r = C (a constant) ; 
, • . z; /• = antilog C, 



or 



I 
V a -. 



This is the law of natural flow. A particle of water travels round 
in a spiral path, its velocity decreasing as its distance from the centre 
increases. 

This is the sort of flow water naturally assumes, and it is seen, 
but in a reverse order, on pulling the central plug out of a wash- 
hand basin. In no other sort of flow is so little energy wasted, but 
the flow through the hole is small. Hence, a pump with a very 
large whirlpool chamber may give a good efficiency and a high 
lift, but may not work well if a large flow is required, with com- 
paratively small lift. 

As a matter of fact, the whirlpool chamber, though a splendid 
arrangement from the theoretic point of view and correct in principle. 
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would require to be very large to realise our idea of natural flow. 
This large size would cause inconvenience and expense, whilst the 
greater surfaces exposed to the moving water would give rise to con- 
siderable waste of energy by friction. Hence it is probable that the 
common-sense solution of the problem, due to numberless experi- 
ments by makers, is the best. 

The wheel having larger orifices at its outer than its inner circum- 
ference, and the backward sloping of the vanes allows the kinetic 
energy to be small, and to be, to a great extent, converted into 
pressure energy without the use of a large whirpool chamber. 

Hence the path of the water particle, instead of being that of a 
spiral starting with the point at which it leaves the vanes, is much 
more direct, and space is saved, a larger flow with a smaller pump is 
possible, whilst nearly if not quite as high efficiency is obtained as it 
is possible to have, even with a Thomson chamber of practical 
dimensions. 

The backward sloping of the vanes does not add to the efficiency 
of the pump unless the whirlpool chamber is of fixed size and too 
small to realise our ideal of natural flow. Given a chamber of proper 
size and shape, the radial vane pump. is probably as efficient as any 
other. Recent radial vane pumps (by Messrs. Farcot) have given a 
high efficiency. They do not require to run at such a high speed as 
sloping vane pumps. Radial vane fans also are very efficient. 

The way in which the foregoing principles have been carried out 
in typical pumps of English make will be understood from a study of 
Figs. 96-98, where are shown, respectively, the " Appold " pump of 
Messrs. Easton, Anderson and Goolden, the " Conqueror " pump 
of Messrs. W. H. Allen & Co., and a pump somewhat resembling 
the " Invincible " pumps of Messrs. Gwynne. The last is a working 
drawing with some dimensions, which may be of use to the young 
designer. It may be necessary to remind such that usually a foot- 
valve is provided at the bottom of the suction pipe, also an orifice in 
the pump cover to allow the pump to be filled with water or steam at 
starting, so that the pump may commence to " draw." 



Change of Pressure inside the Revolving Wheel. 

If we imagine the wheel to be horizontal and neglect gravity, 
which we may do if speed and radius are sufficiently great, we get 
the law already worked out for change of pressure with cylindric level 
surfaces (see p. 40). 
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The law is, that 

^2 being the pressure at radius Tq, p\ that at radius r^, a the angular 
velocity, and w the weight of unit volume of the water. If we assume 
that the pump has radial vanes, the whole change of pressure is 



where rj and r^ are the outside and inside radii, V2 and Vi the 
corresponding linear velocities. 

But the total gain of energy per pound (neglecting resistances) is the 
gain of pressure energy + the gain of kinetic energy, and the gain 
of pressure energy is — to stick to our easy rule — 2 • 3 times the gain 
of pressure in /ds. per square inch^ being 

2*3/. .V 2'3 X 62-4 .. {^'^ -Vx) 'v% " 7^' 
— (/ - A) = — ^- - X -^^j- = -^^— ^ 

which is also the gain of kinetic energy per lb. Pressures being in 
lbs. per square foot, the kinetic energy will be expressed in foot-lbs. 

Hence the gain of pressure energy and the gain of kinetic energy are 
equal. The total gain of energy is therefore twice the gain of pressure 
energy, or twice the gain of kinetic energy. 

This law is also nearly true in a sloping-vane pump, if the pump is 
delivering very little water. 



Change of Pressure in the Whirlpool Chamber. 

Although probably never attained in practice, it may be of interest 
to study the law of change of pressure in a perfect whirlpool 
chamber, where the water follows the law of natural flow. 
Since 

I K 2 K2 

r r H 

where* K is a constant. 

Neglecting differences of level, 

v" P 

1 — = a constant, 

2g w ^ 
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Substituting for v^^ we have 

K2 P 

7y H = a constant, 

2 g ;*^ w 

or P = a constant * 

2gr^ 

P2 is pressure where radius is r^ ; 

. • . Po = a constant 5 , 

J -r» t Is? W 

and P = the same constant r, • 

2gr^ 

Therefore, subtracting, 

K2 w K2 w 



P-P, = 



where c = . 

To find value of c or K. 

K*^ w 
^ = and K2 = z;2r^; 

v^ r^ w ^ 

7,2 --2 . 



2^ I ro^ I 



2^ I ^2 
But T' r = K = z'2 ^'2 ; 



__ 7-2 ^'2 



.2^2 

and 7'^ = 



7'2' ri 



('^ ••• ^ = I^« + ^2 (^^ - ^-2^), 



c- ?£' 62*4 

Since — = - — z = . q6q 

2^ 64-4 ^ ^ 
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the law is practically 

(3) P = P^+-97V(i~ J)- 

Example. — Take p^ = 2 116 lbs. per square foot (atmospheric 
pressure — ^it should be less than this by an amount equivalent to 
suction height), r^ = \ ft., r variable up to i foot, speed 300 revolu- 
tions per minute, plot pressure curve for inside of wheel. 

Continuing the example for whirlpool chamber, P2 = 2833, 
r2 = I foot, {v.^ = 985 • 96), we plot the values of/ and r. 

The result is shown in the table. 





Values of r 
Cfect). 


Values of/ 
(lbs. per sq. ft.). 


Values of r 
(feel). 


Values of > 
Gbs. per sq. ft.). 






o*5 


2II6 


II 


2999 






•6 


2220 


1*2 


3125 






•7 


2345 


1-3 


3223 






•8 


2490 


1-4 


3302 




•9 


2650 


IS 


3364 




I'O 


2833 









The left-hand set of values are obtained from the law for the 
inside of the revolving wheel, the right-hand set from the law above. 
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Fig. 99. 

These results are shown in curves at Fig. 99, there being tu^o 
curves, each with its own law, these curves joining at A B. 
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In the foregoing the elementary conception of radial vanes has 
been adhered to as giving rise to less cumbrous expressions, but the 
change required to render the work applicable to the ordinary pump 
with sloping vanes is easily made, as indicated at p. 117. 

Centrifugal Pumps in Series, 

Centrifugal pumps are sometimes worked in series. One case is 
recorded by Barr in which two centrifugal pumps working thus — ^the 
first discharging into the suction pipe of the second — raised water 
through a height of 150 feet. The efficiency of the combination in 
such a case is small. 



Efficiency, of Centrifugal Pumps. 

^rn ' ' n t Water horse-power . , 

Efficiency is often taken to mean - — ; — -. m the case 

brake horse-power 

of pumps driven by a belt ; but in direct driven pumps it is often 

water horse-power 1 , , , 

taken to mean : — ri > as the brake horse-power is 

indicated horse-power 

not easily obtained. Some of Gwynne's pumps have given 65 per 
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cent, by the latter method of measurement, which of course includes 
the mechanical efficiency of the engine. 

The curves shown in Fig. loo give a comparative view of the 
efficiencies of centrifugal and reciprocating pumps, on the authority 
of Mr. Webber.* 

Professor Unwin has shown that the friction of the water in the 

♦ 'Transactions of the American Society of MechzJ^ucal Engineers,' vols. vii. 
and ix. ' 
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narrow space between the revolving fan and the casing has a good 
deal to do with the loss of efficiency. The internal surfaces, especially 
those which touch rapidly moving water, should be as smooth as 
possible. 

RfiSUMfi. 

The following rules, collected, or deduced from the foregoing, 
enable some points of the design to be settled, it being understood 
that proportions can best be obtained from the drawings of a good 
pump. 

Let N = speed in revolutions per minute. 

^2 = clear breadth of passages at outside of disc. 
/ = thickness of vane. 
n = number of vanes. 
Then b^ t cosec ^ = area of vane where it meets outer surface, 
and hence clear area = iirr^b^ ^ nb^t cosec «^. 
H and Q are given ; N and ^ can be fixed. 

Q = ^ -r~- where G = number of gallons raised per minute : 
^ 60 X 6-25 ^ ^ 

also z^2= V2^Hto i'3V2^H in good pumps, the lower value 
corresponding approximately with ^ = 30°, and the higher with 

«A = 15°. 

At the outside the radial velocity 

. ^ = Q 

^ (2 IT r^ b^ — nb^t cosec <^) C 

where C is a coefficient, usually about • 9. 

N 
Also z^2 = 2 TT Tg 7- , and N = v^ — Vv cot <^. 
60 

The radial velocity at inner circumference = z^r X -r-^ ; A2 being 

the outer, and A^ the inner clear area. 

The radial velocity at the eye of the disc is often taken as 

approximately = '25 V2^H. 

N 
Fix i\ ; then z/^ = 2 tt /-j — , and hence (angle of vane at inner 
60 

end) can be found as indicated at p. 115. 

The efficiency, neglecting loss at entrance, «&c. = — — • 

7>.^ V 
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XVI. 
TURBINES. 

The reader who has followed carefully the reasoning in the case of 
centrifugal pumps will have no difficulty in understanding all the 
theoretical considerations which are of much importance in the case 
of the turbine. A turbine is simply a centrifugal pump reversed; 
but the turbine is usually furnished with curved guide vanes to guide 
the water as it enters the wheel. 

Remember, if water moves from one place to another imder 
the action o£ gravity alone, i lb. of it has the following store of 
energy. 

h foot-lbs. of energy (potential), being h feet above datum level. 

— foot-lbs. of energy (kinetic), because of its velocity of v feet 

per second. 

2*3/ foot-lbs. of energy (pressure), because of its pressure'' of 
/ lbs. per square inch. 

Now water-wheels, turbines, water-pressure engines, hoists, &c., 
take part of its store of energy ^^;;/ every pound of water and give it 
to machinery or to goods or people. As a simple case of the abstrac- 
tion of energy, the action of the turbine may be readily understood 
by the illustration of the railway train given at p. 112. 

Another illustration is furnished by the suggestion of some one 
that the stations of the Underground Railway in Lojidon should b^ 
furnished with large circular platforms, kept moving so that their 
circumferences should go at a known speed, say, 5 miles an hour. 
The trains would not have to stop, but merely slow down to the 
speed of the periphery of the platform, when the passengers could 
alight and walk towards the centre of the platform, gradually losing 
their kinetic energy, and finally find their way by a spiral staircase at 
the centre up to the street. If a steady stream of people could be 
relied on, no driving mechanism would be necessary, as each 
passenger on alighting would give up the momentum received by 
him from the train to the platform, thus contributing to the driving 
force required. Of course this is impracticable, but it is a good 
illustration of what takes place iii the turbine. Each pound of water 
gives up its momentum to the turbine, and it should drop out, after 
passing through the turbine, with no momentum in the direction of 
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the turbine's motion, like the man going up, the spiral staircase to the 
street, - - . 

Turbines may be roughly divided into two classes — ^reaction 
turbines and impulse , tufbines — in the fwrst of which the wheel 
passages are always full and therefore the water under pressure ; and 
in the second the passages are not usually filled. 

In considering the action of the turbine, it may be well to study 
the inward-flow turbine of Prof. James Thomson, as the theory of the 
turbine is in this case most clearly exemplified. Water flows from a 
pen-trough through cast-iron 
pipes to A (Fig. 161 ar). Re- 
member the pipes should be 
bell-mouthed, and as large as 
convenience will allow. 

Figs. 1 01 ^, and the en- 
larged view loi ^, show a plan 
of the chamber B into which 
the water flows. This chamber 
is so large that the velocity 
here is small, and the water 
finds its way equally readily 
into the central space where it 
flows guided by the guide- 
blades I, 2, 3, 4, into the 
revolving wheel. 

At the last, just before it 
enters the wheel, it has a very 
considerable velocity as the 
space is small, the guide-blade chamber being narrow. The guide- 
blades cause the water to flow radially as well as tangentially, the 
tangential velocity being equal to that of the wheel. 

If you wanted to enter a moving railway train without shock you 
would be wise to get up a velocity equal to that of the train in the 
same direction before jumping in. Hence the tangential component 
of the water's velocity should be that of the circumference of the 
moving wheel, , 

It is easy to find the angle B the guide vanes make with the wheel 
circumference ; as in the case of the radial-vane centriftigal pump. 




Fig. loi a. 



tan^ = 



Vr 



The shapes of the wheel vanes are shown in the left-hand view in 

K.5 
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Fig. loib. 




Fig. I02. 
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Fig. 102, and a part section by a plane through the axis is shown to 
the right. The outside breadth h^ is about J ^1, and r^ about twice 
rj, which is = ^j, thus giving a constant area through the wheel. 
The radial velocity through the turbine is often taken as about one- 
eighth of that due to the total head, or 



also 

Q = A Z^r = 2 ^ ^2 ^2 ^ ^r> 

or 

= 2 TT (2 ri) X — X Vr, 
2 

or 

Q = z^r X 2 irr^. 

In practice allowance must be made for the thickness of the 
vanes. Neglecting this ^ 



"' = wv^: 



The horse-power of the turbine, neglecting all losses, is given by 
the rule 

H.P. = H.QX 60x62-4 ^ .,x34. H. Q = HG X -708, 
33000 

where G is the number of gallons passing per second. 

The «J^«/ horse-power = -085 H Q = '531 H G at 75 per cent, 
efficiency. 

In the foregoing, for the sake of simplifying the expressions, the 
wheel vanes are supposed to be normal to the outside or inlet circum- 
ference. As will be seen from the figure, they are not quite normal, 
but slope, so as to more readily admit the water. Thus the water 
the instant after it enters the wheel has not the same but a greater 
velocity, in the direction of the circumference, than the wheel, as it is 
moving forward as well as inward along the vane. 

The forward component of its velocity must be added to the 
velocity of the rim. 

The construction may be simply given as follows : — Draw E D to 
represent the tangent, and B D the vane (Fig. 103) at the point where 
the latter meets the inlet surface of the wheel. At D draw D C at 
right angles to E D and of length to represent the radial velocity of 
the water. Draw C B parallel to D E and produce it, making A B 
to represent V2, the linear velocity of the outer circumference. 
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Complete the rectangle A E D C, then* E D represents the actual 
velocity v of the water in the direction of the tangent. Evidently 

V = V2 + Vr cot <^. 

If Q be the quantity passing per second through the wheel, 
the momentum given per second by 
the water to the wheel is 

^^^— (V2 + Vt cot <^), 

o 

which is the force acting on the wheel, 
and this multiplied by v^ represents the 
energy given to the wheel per second 

by the mass — -^ of water. 
S 
The energy given per second by 
I lb. is 

- (^2 + ^r cot <^) v^ foot-lbs. 

This appears to be greater than . — 9 

o 

the energy given per second by i lb. in 
the case of radial vanes.. It is greater 
if. 2^2 is obtained as before (see rule for circumferential velocity of 

centrifugal pumps if vanes are radial, p. 113), by equating — to H, 

the total fall. 

But in this case the velocity v^ would not be strictly the same as 
before, for to get it we must put the energy given per second by i lb. 
of water equal to the potential energy lost, i.e. H. 

Or, neglecting hydraulic losses as before, 

- (^2 + ^r cot ^) v^ = H,* 

or v./ = gH — V2 Vr cot <l> . 

For radial vanes, z'g^ = ,f H. 

Evidently v.^ is less than in the case of radial vanes, but as cot ^ 
is usually small, z/g ^r cot <^ may often be neglected. A calculation 
shows that for an angle of 60° and head of 60 ft. v^ is about 5^ per 
cent, less than in the case of radial vanes. 

♦ Really the left-hand expression divided by the right = ri (the hydraulic 
efficiency). 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 




Vane Angles in RadiaL-Flom Turbine. 135 

Angle of Vanes at Outlet Surface. 

The condition determining the angle which the vane should make 
at the outlet surface of the wheel is that the water should leave with 
no tangential velocity, therefore with no 
kinetic energy in the direction of the 
wheel's motion. 

In the case of the inward flow tur- 
bine we are now considering it is not 
difficult to see how the necessary con- 
struction is obtained. 

Draw Vr (Fig. 104) normal to the 
inner circumference, and make it, say, 
= ^ of the velocity due to the total 
head = \ j2gH, 

Draw Vx tangential to the inner ^^* ^^' 

circumference, and make it = '66 V2^H X -^ as the best practical 

value j complete the parallelogram, then the water has a radial flow 
Vr of its own, also a forward velocity Vi due to the wheel, and we 
want it to issue with no tangential velocity relative to the earth. 
Evidently the actual velocity it has (represented by v^) should have a 
component = the forward resultant velocity in the same direction. If 
a is the angle required, then v^ cos a = v-^. Thus a is obtained, since 

tan a=—,Vr and Vy^ being at right angles to one another. 

A similar construction will be required in axial flow turbines, 
Vr being drawn normal, to the outlet surf ace of the wheels whatever it 
may be. 

Radial Flow Turbines. — Shapes of Vanes. 

The shape of vane adopted in practice is like that shown in Fig. 102, 
a contrary curvature being adopted. This is to avoid as far as 
possible the contraction of the vein of water flowing from the buckets 
of the wheel, for it has already been pointed out that wherever a vein 
of water issues from an orifice which is of such a shape that it con- 
tracts the jet, energy is wasted ; and at p. 60 coefficients oi hydraulic 
resistance are given enabling us to calculate the waste of energy in 
some cases. Now the shaping of the vanes as here shown gives a 
closer approach to a imiform depth of channel for the water near the 
inner circumference, and hence less contraction and less waste of 
energy. A very marked contrary curvature would be objectionable 
for reasons already explained. ■ ■' 
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It can be shown that if the angles of the vanes are properly 
arranged and the proportions of the turbine correct, the shape of the 
vane itself is not of great importance, as turbines with widely differing 
shapes of vanes give nearly the same efficiency. The surfaces of the 
vanes should be smooth and the vanes thin, all abrupt changes in the 
curvature of the water-path being carefully avoided. A good con- 
struction for the vane outline is as follows (Fig. 105) : — 

CONSTRUCTIONi 

With centre C and radii r^ and r^ draw the outline of the inner 
and outer circupaferences of the wheel. 

Take any point P on the inner circle and make C P D = a. 




Draw C D perpendicular to P D, and a circle from C with C D as 
radius. Make P Q = the inner pitch and draw C Q L. 

Imagine a thread wound round circle C D and fastened, say, at E, 
this thread bearing a pencil at P. Let the thread be unwound ; the 
pencil will trace out a curve like P L M, M being a little to the left 
of C Q L. 

Draw F C, a tangent at point where vane cuts the outer circum- 
ference, and make the angle C, F H = 180° — <^.* 

Then complete the vane from F to M by hand, or with an arc of 
a circle ; the wheel revolves in the sense indicated by the arrow. 

Radial Outward-Flow Turbines. 

Outward-flow turbines were used before those with inward flow, 
but the construction is very similar in the two cases. The Foumey- 
* In the Thomson turbine ^ is usually about 60°. 
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ron turbine is one of the best known of this class. The water, under 
pressure due to the head, enters at the centre c (Fig. 106), passes 
through the guide passages sh into the wheel a^ which is driven 
round in the direction indicated by the arrow. This wheel is not in 
any sense self-governing, like the Thomson turbine, as an increase of 




Fig. 106. 

speed causes an increase of centrifugal force, which in this case acts 
with the flow and tends to increase the power and speed of the 
turbine. 

The regulation is usually effected by a cylindrical sluice gate, and 
often the wheel is divided by horizontal partitions into parts which 
are, in fact, separate turbines, the water being then shut off from 
these portions successively, if diminished output be required. 

This turbine is not used with a suction tube, whereas the Thomson 
turbine and many others have such a tube, which often adds 4 per 
cent, to the efficiency of the turbine, and allows it to be placed at 
any convenient height (within certain limits) above tail water. 

A complete section of a Foumeyron turbine, of recent date, is 
shown in Fig. 117. This wheel gives a high efficiency. 

In the rules for radial-flow turbines deduced above, the radial 
velocity of the water is assumed. If this somewhat approximate 
method be not accurate enough, it is easy to get out exact trigono- 
metrical relations between the various angles, speeds, &c. Our 
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space, however, does not admit of an explanation of this somewhat 
tedious method. Graphic solutions, where possible, are preferable. 



Axial-Flow Turbines. 

As the name implies, the water in these turbines enters the guide 
vanes in a direction parallel to the axis of the wheel. Hence the 
guide vanes A D, B C, &c. (Fig. 107), should be normal at A and B, 




and nearly parallel straight lines making the proper angle with K N 
at D and C. Thus we have the following construction for the shape 
of guide vanes. 

Make D C equal to the distance from centre to centre of vanes at 
middle radius of outlet guide surface. Make the angle C D F = ^, 
calculated as in the Thomson turbine. Draw CFG perpendicular 
to D F, and thus find G the centre from which the arc F A' is drawn. 
The other vanes are shaped in the same way. 

The guide vanes are secured between two concentric casings, the 
water passing through the guide passages A D C B, &c., into the 
wheel passages. The wheel vanes are not quite normal to the inlet 
surface L M, and they may be drawn as follows : — Make R S equal 
to the pitch, and draw S P and R Q, making the outlet angle a cal- 
culated as before. Next, to find J, the point in which the vane outline 
meets the inlet surface L M. Draw any line H I making the inlet 
angle <^ with L M, and make I H O a right angle. To find <^, set 
oif along the vane outline a distance, say D F, to represent the 
initial inflow velocity of the water, draw F E horizontally to repre- 
sent the velocity of the wheel ; then ED makes with LM the 
required angle. . Bisect the angle R O H (R O being at right angles 
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to S P), and through P draw P J perpendicular to this bisector. This 
determines the point J. . Draw J X parallel to H O to meet R O m 
X, which is the centre of the arc J P. One vane outline being 
foimd, all the others can be drawn by template. It should be noted 
that the arc JP should be "eased off" near its junction with the 
straight line P S, so that the change of curvature may be gradual. 
This can be done by using an elastic strip as a ruler. 

This figure is supposed to show part of a development of the 
cylindric surface concentric with the shaft axis, and passing through 
the point of mean radius of the guide and wheeL passages. 

The method of finding the various angles has been fully explained 
in connection with the Thomson turbine. It is evident that points 
on the inlet surface of different radii have different velocities. Hence 
t'he value of v^, taken is that for the mean radius^ the surfaces being 
usually made slightly helical to agree with the change in v^. In 
impulse wheels the surfaces are not helical. 

The velocity of flow into the wheel is given by the rule 
z' = Kv^2^H, where K is about '67 for Jonval turbines. A 
summary of the usual values of K for different wheels is given at 

p. 145. 

The ratio of the area of the guide passages to that of the outflow 
wheel orifices is also required. This is nearly unity in Jonval 
turbines. The ratio of outside radius to breadth of wheel must be 

fixed. This, in the Jonval turbine, described later on, is , or 

17-72 

about 2^ to I. 

These data fix the main points of the design. For further details 
the student should consult standard works on the turbine. 

Some authorities give the ^ide vane and wheel vane angles as 
measured from a normal to the inlet and outlet surfaces, or in other 
words, the complement of the angle here taken. 

Impulse Turbines. 

A reaction turbine is designed to work always full of water, con- 
tinuity of flow being essential to efficient working. To obviate the 
diflSculty of low efficiency with variable flow, experienced when re- 
action turbines are used with very variable loads, impulse turbines 
have been introduced, in which the wheel passages are supposed 
never to be filled with water, the water in the wheel being under 
atmospheric pressure only. In a reaction turbine continuity of flow 
necessitates ve^fcarefi^l design of passages as to section, &c 
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In designing an impulse turbine, since the passages are not to be 
filled, there is much more latitude for the designer, and any dimen- 
sions (within wide limits) may be chosen which seem convenient. In 
these turbines the quantity of water passing does not so much affect the 
efficiency, hence speed regulation may be effected by partially closing 
the guide passages. Turbines of this class, often called Girard 
turbines after the inventor, are much used now, having in many 
cases, especially on the Continent of Europe, displaced the older re- 
action turbines. 

The velocity of flow into the wheel in an impulse turbine is 
determined by the rule z'< = K V 2 ^ H. K usually ranges in value 
from o '9 to 0*95. 

Professor Unwin has given * a very neat construction for vane 
angles, &c., of an axial-flow impulse turbine. Refer to Fig. 108, 
where the unit is v'2^H. First decide the energy to be rejected 







^^^zm 




Fig. 108. 

into the tail-race per lb. flowing. Let it be 10 per cent. ; the velocity 
corresponding to y\j^ H is v^=- '32 V2^H. Draw the triangle of 
velocities C A B so that v^ (here assumed constant) is the vertical 
component of the initial velocity z/,-j then CA is the direction in 
which the water enters the wheel ; and hence the direction of the 
guide vane here, the other end being vertical. Bisect C B in D. 
Then C D represents the proper velocity of the wheel (see p. 145), 
and A D is the direction of relative motion of water and wheel, and 
is tangential to the wheel vane at its inlet end. The relative velocity 
remains unchanged in an impulse turbine. Set off B E = z^2> the 
velocity of the wheel \ then A E ( = D A) is the direction of the 
relative motion of water leaving the wheel, and hence tangential to 
the vane at outlet end. The three angles required are thus deter- 
mined. Since the relative velocity Vri is changed to v^o in passing 
through the wheel, . ' . D E (representing V^) shows the velocity 

* Lecture on * Water Motors,' delivered at Inst. C.E. on March 5, 1885. 
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utilised in the wheel. Hence each pound loses H foot-lbs. of energy, 
Hence 



of which — ^ is utilised. 



2^ 



^ = 



2^H 



= o • 89^ (from figure V. = '89 V2^H) =0-79. 



The wheel vanes are usually widened out to allow free deviation, 
as shown in the cross-section to the left. 

It is sometimes useful to determine the exact absolute path of the 
water. If there were no wheel vanes the absolute path would be 
A H, and the relative path A G. The wlieel vanes, however, deviate 
the water the distance L K from AG. Set off M N = L K. Then 
N is a point in the absolute path. Other points may be found in a 
similar way, and the absolute path drawn. Or the absolute path 
being chosen, the wheel outline can be found. The absolute path 
should be of continuous and tolerably uniform curvature, and the 
water-stream a convergent rather than a divergent one. 

The sectional area of the guide passages is determined from 
Q = A 27, since they are always full. Since the moving wheel vanes 
obstruct the flow from the guides, it is usual to find A (the outflow area 
of the guide passages) from the rule v = o • 85 V 2 ^ H, instead of o * 90 
or o*95 X V2^H. 

In axial impulse turbines the angles just referred to are usually 
the same at the inner as at the outer circumference, helical surfaces 
not being adopted here. 

The shapes of the wheel vanes are shown roughly in Fig. 109, the 





Fig. 109. 



Fig. no. 



upper or inlet ends being very much hooked or scoop-shaped, the 
lower end straight for some distance. The number of vanes is 
always greater in the guide apparatus than in the wheel, to allow free 
deviation, as already described. 

Fig. no shows the path followed by the water, the wheel being 
supposed at rest. The water passes out of the upper guide portion 
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into the lower wheel buckets, which are not filled. The method of 
ventilating the buckets is shown by the apertures tf, &c. 

Fig. Ill shows a section of a Girard axial-flow impulse turbine, 
made by the Continental firm whose Jonval turbine is shown in 
Fig. 120. The figure shows the construction of the wheel and the 
method of supporting and fixing the same. 

Efficiency and Velocity, 

Fig. 112 shows roughly how the efficiency of an inward-flow tur- 
bine is affected by varying the speed. It will be seen that the best 
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Fig. 112. 



velocity is very nearly half that at which the wheel would run if 
unloaded. 

Mixed-Flow Turbines, — The " Hercules " Turbine. 

The " Hercules " turbine is a mixed-flow turbine of American 
design, the water following an inward and downward course through 
the wheel. At entrance the water moves nearly radially, the motion 
having a small downward component, but as it passes through the 
wheel the downward component becomes more important. A picture 
of the wheel is given at Fig. 113. 

In regard to the velocity of the wheel, we find, from data published 
by the makers, that a wheel 2 feet in diameter, suited to work with a 
head of 40 feet, should revolve 308 times per minute. This gives 
rise to the rule v ^ '635 \/2 ^H, z/ being the circumferential velocity 
of the wheel. The rule agrees very nearly with that given by Pro- 
fessor Unwin for a Thomson turbine. The curves of vanes, &c., are 
the result of many experiments, and the shapes arrived at give a 
high efficiency, especially at less than full flow. 

The results plotted in Fig. 114, certified by Professor Thurston, 
are remarkable, showing a maximum efficiency of 87 per cent., with 
70 per cent, when the gate opening was less than one-half of the full 
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amount, or the flow 60 per cent, of that when the gate was full of)en. 
These figures show incidentally, what the reader has no doubt already 




Fig. 113. 

noticed, that half-gate opening does not mean half of full flow, but 
something considerably more. 

Another advantage claimed for the " Hercules " turbine is that, 
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owing to the wide wheel passages, objects may pass through the 
wheel with but very little injury. Also the pressure on the footstep 
bearing is small, owing to the direction of flow being largely radial.* 
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FRACTION OF FULL GATE OPENING 

Fig. 114. 

The ** British Register-gate " turbine is of British construction, and 
very similar to the " Hercules," but does not give quite so high an 
efficiency. 

Summary of Rules as to V?locity-, etc 

As one of the first things to be determined is the velocity of the 
inflow- circumference, the following are the best average values of 
various authorities : — 

Name of Wheel. Mow^cSfcrence. 

Reaction turbine's : — 

Thomson (inward radial flow) . . o • 66 v' 2 ^ H 

Jonval (axial flow) o'64v'2^H 

Foumeyron (outward radial flow) .. 0*625 V2^H 

Mixed flow (various) 0*67 to 0*77 V 2 ^H 

Impulse turbines o • 45 to o • 5 V 2 ^ H 

Velocity of Flow from Guide Passages into Wheel. 

Velocity of Flow. 
Axial-flow turbines (like Jonval) . . 0*67 v' 2 ^H 

Foumeyron 0*75 v'2^H 

Mixed-flow turbines 0-63^^2^11 

Impulse turbines . . . . 0*9 to 0*95 V 2gil 

* For views of Hercules turbine and governor I am indebted to Mr. Tumbull 
of Glasgow. 

L 
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Classification of Turbines. 



I 



Reacium or Pressure Turbines, 

Wheel passages filled ; pressure in 
clearance space. 

Inward, axial, or mixed flow ; dis- 
charge usually below tail water 
or into suction tube. 

Outward flow; discharge usually 
above tail water, and without 
suction tube. 



Impulse Turbines 

Wheel passages not filled ; free devia- 
tion ; no pressure in clearance space 

Discharge above tail water. 

Inward, outward, or axial flow, with 
complete or partial admission. 



XVII. 

SOME TURBINES AND TURBINE-POWER 
INSTALLATIONS. 

Power from Niagara Falls. 

To utilise at least a small part of the immense power running to waste 
at Niagara Falls has been the dream of engineers for many years. 
The late Sir William Siemens, in his address as President of tiie Iron 
and Steel Institute in 1877, gave expression to the general feeling 
amongst engineers that in the near future advantage weuld have to 
be taken of the great water-power stores of energy provided by 
nature, and he computed that all the coal raised throughout the 
world barely represented the power of Niagara. In Continental 
countries, such as Switzerland and Sweden, much had then, and more 
has since, been done in this direction, and now, towards the end of 
the century, the greatest water-power installation in the world is 
approaching completion at Niagara. 

The work of the Cataract Construction Company, or Niagara 
Falls Power Company — a company of wealthy capitalists guided by 
some of the foremost engineers of the time — aims at the useful de- 
velopment of some 100,000 horse-power out of the seven millions or 
so said to be represented at the Falls. A full description of this 
great work is beyond our province, but a brief outline of the plan 
adopted may be of interest. It consists in arrangements for tapping 
the Niagara river, at a place about a mile above the Falls, by a canal 
250 feet wide at its junction with the river, and of an average depth 
of 1 2 feet. 
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This canal is lined with masonry and contains ten inlets, by which 
the water is taken to the wheel-pit. This pit is 178 feet in depth, and 
connected with the river below the falls by a tail-race, consisting of a 
tunnel 7000 feet long, 21 feet high, and 18 feet wide at its largest 
part, with a net section of 386 square feet. Over 1000 men were 
employed for three years in constructing the tunnel, in which more 
than 1 6,000,000 bricks were used for lining. The water brought by 
the canal from the higher portion of the- river is employed to drive 
twin-turbines of the Foumeyron type, but of special design, each 
pair of turbines to develop about 5000 horse-power, with a fall of 
140 feet. The water passes from the canal to each set of turbines, 
through a penstock or iron tube 
7jr feet in diameter. Each of 
the twin wheels is three stories 
high, and is surrounded by a 
cyhndrical gate or sluice worked 
by a governor of special design. 
The water from the penstock 
passes up through the guide 
portion of the upper wheel, 
acting upward on the cover of 
the upper wheel, which forms 
a balancing piston, as shown in 
Fig. 115 ; whereas in the lower 
wheel of thft pair the water acts 
as in the ordinary radial out- 
ward-flow wheel. It is calcu- 
lated that there will be thus 
obtained a resultant upward 
force or pressure from 149,000 
to 155,000 lbs., depending on the gate openings. Each pair of 
wheels is connected to a great vertical shaft, consisting of a steel 
tube 38 inches in diameter, but soUd at the journals, where it is 
II inches in diameter, the upper end of this shaft bearing the re- 
volving field of an immense alternator dynamo machine. The 
weight of the shaft and revolving part of dynamo (which forms a 
fly-wheel) is 152,000 lbs., so that the bearings — a Fontaine oil 
bearing or step at the lower end and one or two thrust bearings near 
the top of the shaft — have only to deal with the difference of this 
weight and the upward force of the water when the wheels are at 
work. 

The wheels are to discharge 430 cubic feet of water per second^ 

L 2 




Fig. 115- 
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making 250 revolutions per minute, giving out, at 75. per .cent, 
efficiency, 5000 horse-power. 

Each dynamo or alternator weighs about 170,000 lbs., the revolv- 
ing part, or field-ring, weighing 79,000 lbs., the armature being 
stationary. The current will be given off at a pressure of about 

2400 effective volts, with 
the low frequency of 25 
cycles per second ; " step- 
up" and "step-down" trans- 
formers being used at the 
near and remote ends of the 
longer circuits. 

The wheel-pit is really 
a long slot cut in the rock, 
and at about 140 feet from 
the surface the turbines are 
placed on plate girders, 
there being thus one clear 
tail-race, connected with the 
main tail-race timnel, under 
all the turbines. 

Fig. 115 shows an out- 
line sketch of the turbine 
with regulating sluice. This 
sketch shows very clearly 
how the water is admitted 
through the aperture in the 
upper part of the casing to 
the balancing piston ; by 
the aid of the pressure of 
water on this the great 
weight of the shaft is nearly 
balanced. 

Fig. 116 gives a good 
general idea of the arrange- 
ment of the turbines, tur- 
bine shafts, dynamos and 
regulators; whilst Fig. 117 
shows an accurate section of the upper turbine from a working 
drawing kindly supplied by the makers, the I. P. Morris Co. of 
Philadelphia. This illustration will be readily understood when 
compared with Fig. 115. The balancing piston gives, at the normal 




Fig. 116. 
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speed of 250 revolutions per minute, and under the normal head of 
water, a slightly preponderant upward pressure on the collar bearings 
of the main shaft. 

The very ingenious governor which works the cylindrical sluices 
is fully described at page 165. 

The Niagara Falls Paper Company's installation, described more 
fully on the next pages, is an entirely separate undertaking, with its 
own supply, but discharging its waste water into the Cataract Com- 
pany's tunnel. 

Turbines of the Niagara Falls Paper Company. 

Already the idea of utilising some of the power of Niagara Falls 
has been so far successfully carried out, that the Niagara Paper 
Company has had its turbines at work for some time. These turbines 
are shown in Fig. 118, where an elevation of the penstocks with a 
section of three of the turbines is given to the right, and to the left a 
plan showing the position of the turbines with respect to the pen- 
stocks which convey the water to the wheels. The greater penstock 
is an immense tube 13 feet 6 inches in diameter, the metal being 
|-inch thick, riveted together in situ by hydraulic riveters, and it 
supplies four turbines of the Jonval type, each of 11 00 horse-power, 
the head being 140 feet. The smaller penstock is .9 feet in diameter, 
supplying two turbines. The turbines were made, and the whole of 
the hydraulic installation carried out, by Messrs. R. D. Wood & Co, 
of Philadelphiaf. This firm usually guarantees a turbine efficiency 
of 80 per cent. The flow required for each turbine is 86 cubic 
feet per second, or nearly 144 tons of water per minute. 

As the large penstock supplies four turbines the flow will be about 
344 cubic feet per second, which, with a diameter of 13^^ feet or an 
area of 143 square feet, gives a velocity of rather less than 2 J feet per 
second. 

The wheels are fitted with gates which are the patent of Mr, 
Geyelin, the engineer for Messrs. Wood, who has designed and 
carried out the installation. These are more fully shown in the 
section of the wheel given at Fig. 119. 

The difficulties met with, and successfully overcome, in this case 
were of no ordinary kind. For instance, every engineer knows the 
trouble there is in properly supporting a very large vertical shaft. 
But ordinary vertical shafts are very small things compared with these 
immense columns of forged iron, 10 inches in diameter and 144 feet 
long, each therefore weighing about 38,410 lbs. or 17*1 tons. It is 
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Fig. Ii8. 
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not only the mere supporting of this weight, but the weight of the 
wheel 4 feet 8 inches in diameter which it bears, together with — ^in 
case of the turbines being placed and driven as usual — the weight of 
the immense column of water 13 J feet in diameter and 145 feet in 
height above the wheel. Provision must be made, not only to 
support this weight, but to allow the shaft to revolve freely and 
steadily, transmitting 11 00 horse-power at the speed of 2 60 revolutions 
per minute. 

An inspection of the picture will show that each shaft is supported 
by a collar bearing under its bevel wheel (this bearing being some- 
what like the thrust bearing of a propeller shaft), together with a 
footstep under the turbine. But Mr. Geyelin does not trust to any 
bearings for the support of a shaft like this when transmitting power. 




Fig. 119. 

His solution of the difficulty is simply to invert each turbine, the 
water therefore entering below each wheel, passes up through it, and 
at a gate opening of two-thirds of the full amount the upward pressure 
due to gravity acting on the water exactly balances the downward 
force of gravity on the shaft, whilst at full gate opening there is a 
preponderant upward pressure, and at any other opening a pressure 
which is only the difference of the two. This solution has proved as 
successful in practice as it is correct in theory. 

Each shaft bears at its upper end a steel bevel wheel 4 feet 
9f inches in pitch diameter, with a pitch of 5 J inches, gearing with 
a mortise bevel wheel 6 feet 3^ inches in diameter, the wheels running 
at the high pitch line velocity of 4000 feet per minute. 

It will thus be seen that the horizontal shaft driven by each 
turbine revolves 200 times per minute. 
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The wheels themselves, which are of the Jonval t)rpe, are, with 
the r^;ulating sluice or gate, shown in section in Fig. 119, where B 
is the revolving wheel, seen in section, and C the stationary or guide 
wheel 

The cut also shows the Geyelin patent gates. A A' is a circular 
sleeve or gate, shown open and in section ; E being a double hood, 
against which the gates close. At D is shown the opposite portion 
of the circular sleeve or gate, also open. Each sleeve, which weighs 
2800 lbs., its weight being counterpoised, is operated by suitable 
levers and wire rope connections from the power house, to which the 
power is, in the first instance, transmitted. This is in many respects 
the most interesting, turbine-power installation which has yet been 
completed. 

Turbines of Continental Makers. 

One of the best known of the Continental firms devoting them- 
selves largely to the construction of turbines is the Augsburg 
Maschinenfabrik. This firm has fitted up the turbines of many 
important water-power installations. The picture (Fig. 120) shows 
a recent form of Jonval turbine supplied by this company for driving 
the spinning and weaving machinery of the Kraehnholm manufactory, 
at Narva, near St. Petersburg. 

The turbines are of 1250 effective horse-power each, five turbines 
having up to the present been fixed in these works. The first instal- 
lation took place in 1867, when a turbine was supplied to take the 
place of an iron water-wheel which required frequent repairs. That 
turbine has been running since, without, it is said, any important 
repairs, and at present, owing to an increase of the fall, the wheel is 
giving out more than the power originally intended. 

That turbine and those recently fixed, Fig. 120 being from one of 
them, are intended for a supply of 570 cubic feet ( = 16 cubic metres) 
of water per second, with a fall of 25 feet (7600 mm.). With an eflft- 
ciency of 77^ per cent, each would develop 1250 horse-power, but 
the maximum efficiency is higher than this. With the minimum effi- 
ciency — ^probably about 75 per cent. — the effective horse-power is 
1 21 1. The turbines are, according to the Jonval system, arranged 
with suction pipe. A circular balanced sluice or gate serves for 
starting or stopping easily, as well as to some extent for speed 
regulation. 

The sluice is placed at the discharge end of the suction pipe, the 
now being thus roughly regulated. The wheels are of 12*3 feet 
( = 3f metres) outside diameter, and make 50 revolutions per minute* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






t 




[Tojaeep, 152. 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



speed Regulation. 153 

A pivot or footstep bearing, of a very good design, is provided to 
resist the heavy water pressure. By means of bevel wheels the power 
is transmitted to the horizontal shaft, ^hown in left-hand figures, which 
makes 70 revolutions per minute, the further transmission being partly 
by gearing and partly by hemp ropes. The weight of each turbine 
complete with casing and all appurtenances as shown is about 
140 tons. For closing the turbine chambers themselves there are 
provided at each inlet two shutters, which are driven either through 
spur-wheels by hand, or through water pressure engines with pistons. 

This regulating arrangement is provided on the top of the guide 
wheel : by it half the guide passages can be closed in pairs, and 
provision is made for the free admission of air to them by pipes 
passing through the hinges of the flaps or shutters. 

No complete test of the efficiency of this installation is available, 
but a similar installation by the same firm at the sewing-thread factory, 
Goggingen, has been most completely tested by Professor Schoter, 
the flow of water being measured by the Q = A V method described 
at p. 71, the effective power being measured by a Prony brake. 

Professor Schoter's results show an efficiency of 82 per cent, for 
full gate opening, and with half the guide passages open an efficiency 
of 75 per cent. 

It will be interesting for the reader to compare the American 
Jonval wheel with comparatively small diameter and high speed, 
with this large wheel of the same type going at a lower speed, con- 
structed in accordance with what seems to be the Continental usage. 



XVIII. 
SPEED REGULATION. 

The governing or speed regulation of water-wheels, including turbines, 
is effected either by hand or by a governor, which acts indirectly on 
the sluice or gate, the frictional and other resistances being consider- 
able. The governor adopted by Fairbaim in the case of ordinary 
water-wheels is shown in outline in Fig. 121. 

It consists of an ordinary Watt centrifugal governor, rotating about 
a vertical axis, and driven by the water-wheel through the shaft M 
and bevel wheels Q and P. M is hollow, and has inside it the shaft a^ 
which also carries the clutch Y Y, driven with it by a feather, but 
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movable axially on it. Z is a bevel wheel loose on a^ and gearing 
with P. When clutch Y is moved to the right it engages Q, and 
shaft a rotates with Q. If, on the other hand, Y is moved to the 
left, Z and a rotate together. In this way shaft a and the worm and 
worm-wheel W and T may be driven in opposite directions. The 




Fi^. 121. 

clutch is actuated by the governor in the following way : — When the 
governor balls B B diverge, they raise the sleeve m through the links 
//, and with it the cam d^ which is on a brass slide attached to the 
sleeve m. The fork/, which carries two knee-irons s and /, capable 
of coming into contact with cam d^ is attached to the bent lever L, 
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pivoted to framing K, this lever having a somewhat similar fork at its 
lower end capable of moving the clutch. The cam d being brought 
into contact with y, the fork / is moved over by the rotation of the 
cam, and the clutch is put into contact with one of the bevel wheels. 
When, on the other hand, the motor and governor go too slow, the 
balls converge, d is lowered into contact with j, the fork and clutch 
are moved in the opposite direction, and shaft a gets its motion from 
the other bevel wheel, hence rotates in the opposite sense. Thus, in 
the one case, the worm-wheel T, which is keyed to the same shaft as 
the pinion which moves the sluice, is rotated so as to close the gate ; 
in the other case, to open it as required. A form of governor often 
adopted for this purpose has the bevel wheels Q and Z placed loose 
on the governor spindle, with the clutch Y between them ; this clutch, 
being moved directly from the governor sleeve, determines the motion 
of a bevel wheel attached to shaft a. The defect of such an arrange- 
ment is that the force necessary to move the clutch and hold it in 
position is due to the centrifugal force of the governor balls^ which 
is small, as the governor rotates slowly. 

In Fairbaim's arrangement, just described, the force required to 
move the clutch and hold it where required is obtained through the 
cam from the moior^ not from the governor balls, the latter being 
required only to set the cam and knee-irons in proper relative position, 
so that the water wheel can act on the clutch. Provision is made to 
return the clutch to its central or non-effective position as soon as the 
cam d goes out of contact with both s and s\ in which case a remains 
at rest. There is also a slotted link, not shown, which prevents the 
balls rising too high, so as to carry d over the upper edge of /. 



Vortex Turbines and Speed Regulation. 

Professor James Thomson's turbine, to which reference has so 
frequently been made in the foregoing, is often called a " vortex " 
turbine, since the water flows in a converging path to the central dis- 
charge orifice. 

Turbines of this class have one great advantage, viz. they are, to 
some extent, self-governing. Centrifugal force acts against the flow 
of the water, hence, if the velocity of the wheel increases above the 
normal amount, the velocity of the water is more or less checked, the 
wheel receives less water per second, and gives out less power. 

Another important point about the Thomson vortex turbine is the 
inethod of having adjustable guide blades, which can be moved to 
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suit a varying supply of water. These guide blades B B, as will be 
seen from Figs. 122 and 123, are pivoted near their points, and con- 




Fig. 122. 



duct the water into the revolving wheel A. D D are shafts with bell 
cranks, which move the guide blades B B so as to make a different 




Fig. 123. 



angle with the wheel. E E (Fig. 123) are the outside coupling-rods 
connecting D D together, so that they may be moved simultaneously 
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either by hand or governor. It will be seen that a very small amount 
of turning of the shafts D D will considerably alter the angle of the 
blades B B. If the wheel runs with light load, so that z/g is greater 
than usual, centrifugal force partly stops the flow, the radial velocity 
is less than that for which (see p. 131) is calculated; hence the 
angle is varied to suit the new conditions of load, without the effi- 
ciency of the wheel being much affected. 

This turbine can also be placed with its axis horizontal, as shown 
in Fig. 124, where I is the inlet, and KK the suction pipes, which, 




Fig. 124. 

since the height of the wheel above the water in the tail-race is less 
than 32 feet, are full of water during the time the wheel is at work. 
F is the hand gear for altering the guide blades, and L the driving 
pulley, which, being thus conveniently placed with its axis horizontal, 
is easily connected to any machine to be driven. 

Axial flow turbines have not the same facility of governing as 
the " vortex " wheel, and being usually placed with their axes vertical, 
there is a certain end thrust on the shaft. This thrust may, however, 
in some cases be made of great service in counteracting the dead 
weight of the shaft. 
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Murray's Governor. 

The governor of Murray, shown in Fig. 125, designed for use 
with turbines, is a good example of a relay governor. Figs, i and 2 
are sections at right angles to one another of a four-way valve, 
actuated by the governor I (Fig. 3). The outer casing A has a 
supply port B in it, and an escape or exliaust port C, ^Iso passages 
D and K leading respectively to the top and bottom of a regulating 
cylinder, from which the supply of water to the wheel is controlled. 
Within the casing A is a sleeve F, with ports commimicating (as 




shown in Fig. i) with an annular passage G (Fig. 2) in the piston H, 
which works within F. The breadth of this passage G is a little less 
than the distance between the inside edges of the ports D and E, so 
that when the piston H is in the central position the ports D and E 
are closed to supply but opened slightly to exhaust. 

Referring to Fig. 3, I is the centrifugal governor, driven from the 
water-wheel or turbine, and connected by a rod J to a lever K, which 
acts on the piston H through a short link. When the speed of the 
motor increases the governor balls diverge, H is raised, and water 
passes by the passage D to the upper part of the regulating cylinder L 
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(Fig. 3), acting on a piston M therein in such a way as to diminish the 
supply of water to the motor, M being connected to the sluice. If 
the speed decreases below normal, the . opposite action takes place^ 
water entering by E, the other end of the cylinder L, raising M and 
admitting more water. It will thus be seen that the governor, like 
all good modem governors which have considerable work to do, acts 
through a fluid relay^ the centrifugal force of the governor being 
utilised merely to control the relay ^ and not to do the work of setting 
a heavy valve which moves under considerable pressure, and probably 
with a good deal of friction.* 

The Governing of Turbines. 

In all cases where the governing of water-actuated motors is 
effected by diminishing the supply, it may be laid down as a funda- 
mental principle that it is better to close some inlet apertures alto-? 
gether than to partially close all. There are many devices for 
effecting one or other of these objects in the case of turbines. In 
one arrangement little paddles fixed to vertical rods move over the 
inlet guide apertures. There are rollers at the upper ends of these 
rods, which rollers rest on an inclined ring or spiral surface. When 
this ring is rotated by hand, or the governor, the paddles are moved 
so as to open or close the apertures, the best arrangement being that 
in which only alternate openings are thus covered. The total cutting- 
off of supply is effected by a separate sluice. Then there is another 
arrangement in which annular strips of leather are used, the ends 
being fixed, two to the guide apparatus and two to conical rollers, 
which can rotate about their geometrical axes (slightly inclined to the 
horizontal), also about the axis of the turbine (vertical), so as to wind 
on or let off the strips. A vertical shaft carries a pinion, which 
engages a toothed sector whose function is to effect the motions of the 
rollers, and thus close the guide apertures. Various t3rpes of sliding 
sluice are used. Thus in one form used with an axial-flow turbine, 
the guide passages form two semicircular sets, two sliding discs close 
an equal number of apertures on each side of the centre, the discs 
being moved by a rack and worm. 

A sluice at the bottom of the suction tube is also used in some 
cases to regulate the speed; a very good example of a ring sluice 
is seen in the section of Mr. Geyelin's turbine; and the method, 
adopted in the turbines of the Niagara Power Company, of building^ 

• The author is indebted to Messrs. Gilbert Gilkes & Co., of Kendal, for 
illustrations of the Thomson turbine aud Murray governor. 
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the turbine, so to speak, in several stories, and cutting off the supply 
completely from one or more of these, is good for preserving a high 
efficiency with partial output. 

Snow Governor for Turbines. 

A form of governor, used with the " Hercules " turbine, is shown 
in Fig. 126. 




Fig. 126. 

It is a centrifugal governor with toothed sectors attached to the 
upper ends of the ball arms, so that as the balls rise or fall the central 
spindle falls or rises. 

There is a connection between this spindle and a sector controlling 
two pawls which engage the teeth of the large central spur wheel S. 
By means of a disc crank K, seen to the right of the governor bevel 
gear, a reciprocating motion is given to the inclined link L, at the 
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upper end of which are two pawls engaging the teeth of S. One 
of these pawls closes the sluice by moving S in one direction, the 
other opens it by moving S in the opposite direction. The sector, 
or pawl shifter, part of the edge of which is seen to the left of S and 
under the nearest pawl, would prevent either pawl from acting but for 
a depression in it, as indicated in Fig. 127. 

If the governor balls rise, the sector is rotated like the hands of a 
watch, allowing the " closing " pawl to operate, and lifting the other 
out of gear. If, on the other hand, the governor goes at less than 
the normal speed, the sector is moved in the reverse direction by the 
upward movement of the governor spindle, the opening pawl gears. 




QUADRANT. 



Fig. 127. 



and the closing pawl is lifted. Thus the bevel wheel on the same shaft 
as S turns R, the sluice shaft, in one direction or the other, as long 
as either pawl is in gear, each revolution of the crank K giving a 
short motion to S through the pawl in gear with it. When the speed 
is normal the sector lifts both pawls, and the governor ceases to 
operate the gate. An arrangement is provided for lifting the pawls 
when the gate is fully open, but the turbine going at less than normal 
speed, owing to low water supply or excessive load. 

It should be mentioned that the gate can be operated by hand. 
The largest water-power installation at present in Britain (viz. 1200 
horse-power) is that near Aberdeen, where " Hercules " turbines are 
used. 

King's Governor. 

A neat arrangement of pawl governor is due to Mr. King, of 
Newmarket.* Fig. 128, which shows the ratchet arrangement best, is 
a float governor designed to keep the water in the head-race at a 
constant height, so that the wheel may work imder a constant head. 

* Gloucestershire. 

M 
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Referring to the figure, the toothed wheel replaces, or is used in con- 
junction with, the hand-wheel usually employed to work the sluice or 
gate. 

The teeth of the wheel are " masked " for a portion of the circum- 
ference by a cam 4, on the boss of which is a pinion gearing with a 
sector (shown dotted), which in its turn is connected to a float 5 in* a 
tank communicating with the head water. The pawls 2 and 3, and 




Fiij. 128. 



the bent lever carrying them, are worked by a connecting rod from a 
pin in one of the arms of the belt pulley, driven by the water-wheel 
or turbine. In the illustration the float is stationary, and the water 
at its proper maximum height, the pawls being out of gear. But if 
the level of the water lowers, the float falls, turning the masking cam 4 
to one side, leaving the pawl 2 free to act on the teetli of the wheel, 
the sluice being thus slowly closed. If the water rises the float 
unmasks the lower side of the wheel i, and the gate is opened by 
pawl 3. If a number of water-wheels work from one source, this 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



King's Centrifugal Governor. 



•163 



governor attached to one of them will govern all, by keepinp: a 
constant head. The float may be replaced by a centrifugal governor, 
as shown in Fig. 129. The gate is worked by the pawls and masking 




Fig. 129. 

cam, as before, the latter being connected to the governor instead of 
to the float, increase of speed causing one pawl to act, and decrease 
of speed the other. Sometimes a turbine drives shafting in conjunc- 

M 2 
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tion with a steam engine, in which case Mr. King's clutch, which 
drives only in one direction, is useful; for when the turbine lags 
behind through deficient water supply, the clutch does not act and 
the turbine furnishes no power, but is not a drag on the engine. 

When the turbine again gets up speed to the engine standard, the 
clutch engages and the water-motor takes its share of the work. 



Rett's Governor. 

Mr. Rett's governor, shown in Fig. 130, consists of a loaded 
governor of the Porter type, which actuates a belt shifter or fork so 
as to move the crossed belt to different positions on the two tapered 
driving cones shown. When the governor sleeve is in mid position, 
the belt is on the middle of the two cones, which therefore rotate at 

the same speed. An increase of 
speed causes the governor to move 
the belt to the right, and thus drive 
the upper cone at a lower speed 
relative to the governor. But the 
lower cone drives the governor 
spindle through the bevel wheels 
shown, the upper cone drives a 
sleeve which is loose on that spin- 
dle. The sleeve carries the upper 
bevel wheel, and the spindle the 
lower bevel wheel, of the central 
nest of differential gearing. When 
the sleeve and spindle revolve at 
the same speed — in other words, 
when the belt is on the centre of 
the cones — the differential gearing 
which connects spindle and sleeve 
is inoperative, the vertical bevel 
wheels acting merely as idle wheels, 
rotating, but not changing the di- 
rection of their axes. If, however, 
spindle and sleeve rotate at different speeds, the vertical bevel wheels 
rotate not merely about their axes, but run round the other wheels, 
their axes rotating, and it is this differential motion which is trans- 
mitted to the gate by the pinion and spur-wheel shown. In all these 
cases the gate is also fitted with a hand-wheel, by which it can be 
opened and closed by hand. 




Fig. 130. 
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Governor of Niagara Turbines. 

To govern turbines of 5000 horse-power so that a change in 
power given out, from 4000 to 2700 horse-power, shall be accom- 
panied by a change of speed of only 2 • 8 per cent., and a change 
from 5000 to 1500 horse-power by only 5*2 per cent., with changes 
of speed produced by ordinary working changes of output of less than 
I per cent., may be regarded as the most satisfactory result yet 
obtained by water-wheel governing mechanisms. These results have 
been obtained in recent experiments with Messrs. Piccard and Pictet's 
governor at Niagara. Throttling the tremendous flow of water moving 
imder a great head necessitates a mechanism of no ordinary power, 
whilst the result shows sensitiveness equal to that of a small steam 
engine governor. 

Of course, in a governor like this the centrifugal portion cannot do 
the work of moving the heavy gates against the force of the flowing 
water, the motor itself must move the gate. The governor of Messrs, 
Piccard and Pictet is a pawl and clutch governor of a most ingenious 
kind. The principle on which it acts will be best understood from 
the elementary drawing shown in Fig. 131.* 

The sluice or gate, which is a plain cylindric rim, is moved by the 
shaft A B which is turned in either direction by the bevel wheels 1 1' 
(driven through C by the turbine), according as either is engaged by 
the friction cone D or its fellow D'. The bevel wheels are loose on 
the shaft A B ; the friction cones turning the shaft by feathers, but 
being capable of moving along the shaft. 

D and D' are actuated by the links E F, E' F' respectively, which 
in turn are moved by their connection at J with the sector M pivoted 
at N. Above this sector is a piece K which is oscillated by the 
crank P turned by the turbine, so that K, and its latches ^ <: ^/, ^^V, 
with corresponding indent pieces or pawls ae, a ^ are always kept 
oscillating about centre L as long as the turbine revolves. 

As shown in the figure, the latches cc^ are engaging the pawls so 
that the latter are free of the sector M, and the cones D D' are out 
of gear. 

When, say, an increase of speed takes place through part of the 
load on the turbine being thrown off*, the centrifugal governor R moves 
G to the left as will be readily seen, and the latch c is lifted, the piece 
a falling into gear with the teeth on the left side of M, through the 
action of the spring/. The oscillation of K now moves sector M in 

* Through the courtesy of the designers, Messrs. Piccard and Pictet, of Geneva. 
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the direction opposite to that of the hands of a watch ; the point J 
is moved to the right and the cone D is thrown into gear causing the 
shaft A B to revolve in the same sense as the bevel wheel I, thus 
partially closing the gate. 

As soon as the gate has sufficiently closed to lower the speed of 



■^- ^f ^ ^> 




Fig. 131. 

the turbine, R falls, G is moved to the right, D is released, and, if 
this movement continues sufficiently long, D' is thus thrown into 
gear, and A B turned in the opposite sense. 

It is worthy of note that when a, for example, is in contact with 
a tooth of M, its extremity moves with M about N as centre, whilst 
its own centre of oscillation is, like the whole of K, at L. This 
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eccentricity of movement has the effect of lifting the other end e of 
the pawl into a position to be engaged by <:, should the latter be freed 
by a releasing motion of G. 

An important feature to be noticed is, that the pin W, which may 
be regarded as the fulcrum of the lever WUT, is not a fixed point but 
is moved by the action of the worm Y in such a way as to tend to 
prevent that lag of the motion of the gate behind that of the motor 
which is noticeable in most pawl governors. In the case of an 
ordinary governor of this kind, if the motor increases in speed 
beyond the limit necessary to overcome the friction of the governing 
gear and sufficiently to move its change mechanism, the pawl is 
thrown into gear which closes the gate ; the action is continued till 
the gate is partially closed, but now the motor is no longer receiving 
sufficient water, and its speed has begun to fall, which in due time 
causes the other pawl to act, opening the gate. Thus the action of 
the governor on the gate, taking some time, is always a little too late, 
resulting in a periodic fluctuation of speed which may render the 
apparatus useless. 

To show that the arrangement here adopted prevents this, we 
may point out that in order to bring the apparatus to rest, it is only 
necessary that the motion of the point W be proportional, and in the 
opposite sense, to that of T. The motions of W are like those of the 
gate (increased or reduced), and the motions of T follow those of the 
tachometer R : hence by this arrangement the peculiar state of 
instability as regards speed, known as " hunting," is prevented. 

Promptitude is secured by the fact that the crank P makes 
200 revolutions per minute, giving more than six blows of the pawl 
per second, thus the regulating mechanism has six chances of acting 
every second, one way or the other. 

The driving force required is taken from the motor, and the 
tachometer has only to exert a very small force, the gate of the 
Niagara turbines being closed completely or completely opened in 
twelve seconds with a force of about 5 tons^ thus ^enabling it to easily 
cut through debris which may be in the way. 

The governor as applied to the turbines of the Niagara Cataract 
Construction Company is shown in section in Fig. 132.* It is 
identical with that described except that the friction cones are re- 
placed by brake wheels and gearing. 

The governor has been recently tested with the remarkably good 
results already referred to. 

♦ Figs. 132, 227-229, 236 and 237 are inserted by the courtesy of the pro- 
prietors and editors of * Cassier's Magazine.' 
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Fig. 132. 
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Differential Governor for Pelton Wheels. 

The Pelton wheel is a very efficient motor, but it has the defect 
of being sensitive to changes of load. When these wheels were used 
to drive an electric power or light installation this defect gave rise, 
in the earlier history of the development of the motor, to some 
difficulty. Often the regulation was effected by a man who sat with 
his hand on the lever of the supply jet, at the same time keeping his 
eye on the speed indicator or voltmeter. The differential governor 
shown in Fig. 133 is the best yet 
designed for its purpose. Two 
18-inch pulleys revolve loosely, 
in opposite directions, upon a 
shaft, one being driven by the 
motor to be " governed " and 
the other by a separate wheel 
working against a constant re- 
sistance. The two pulleys have 
bevel wheels attached to them 
which gear into two other bevel 
wheels on a shaft which is at 
right angles to that on which the 
pulleys revolve, and forms one 
piece with it. To the left of the 
pulleys will be seen a pinion 
loose on the latter shaft, and 
with ratchet teeth cut in oppo- 
site directions on either side of 
its boss or hub, with correspond- 
ing circular ratchets gearing with 
the teeth. 




Fig. 133. 



These ratchets are keyed to the shaft but free to move along it, 
and are thrown in or out of gear by a short lever with a spring. The 
pinion engages a sector connected by suitable rods and levers to the 
valves which regulate the jet or jets of water. If the two pulleys 
revolve in opposite directions at exactly the same speed, there is no 
motion of the central shaft which carries the two loose bevel wheels, 
hence no motion is communicated to the pinion or sector. If, how- 
ever, the working wheels — driving the electric installation say — 
increase in speed, owing to part of their load being thrown off, there 
is a difference of speed of the two loose bevels ; hence the central 
gear shaft changes its position, acting on the pinion and sector and 
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partially closing the valves. The opposite action takes place if the 
speed of the working motors decreases below that of the constant 
speed motor. 

The ratchets are thrown out of gear on starting, and when the 
working wheels have reached the normal speed, the governor is 
thrown into gear. 

This is an interesting application of the differential system in 
governing, as well as an important apparatus in itself. 

It may also be mentioned that another arrangement Mr. Hett has 
patented, is a nozzle with an internal conical spear or plug, ^hich 
may be moved by hand or governor so as to alter the power of the 
jet, and of the motor driven by it. 



XIX. 
HYDRAULIC TRANSMISSION OF POWER. 

The practical success of almost every class of appliance by which the 
resources of nature have been developed and man enriched, has been 
due largely to the genius and effort of one man. For instance, what 
Watt did for the steam engine, Benjamin Huntsman for crucible, and 
Henry Bessemer for mild steels. Lord Armstrong may be said to have 
done for hydraulic machinery for the storage and transmission of 
power. 

It must not be imagined that such inventors in all cases began 
professional life as, or had the training of, engineers. They had, how- 
ever, nature's endowment of inventive genius. Watt was a mathe- 
matical instrument maker when he hit on the great discovery of a 
separate condenser, and Armstrong was a solicitor when he set his inven- 
tive faculties to work to devise more efficient means than then existed 
for utilising great natural heads of water. In a letter to the * Mechanics* 
Magazine ' of 1840, he pointed out some of the advantages of water 
as a medium for the storage and transmission of power, and showed 
that if water were pumped by a steam engine into an elevated 
reservoir, a large portion of the potential energy thus given to the 
water could be obtained from it again. Further, a small engine 
pumping continuously could thus supply many machines working 
intermittently. After inventing a water-wheel for high falls, which, 
though efficient, never came into practical use, he invented the 
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hydraulic crane, an apparatus which has ever since had his name 
associated with it. This machine is fully referred to in a succeeding 
section. 

The first hydraulic crane was erected on Newcastle Quay in 
1846, being served by water from the ordinary town mains. Cranes 
erected at Liverpool and elsewhere were similarly driven, but cases 
soon occurred in which the town supply was at insufficient or too 
variable pressure, and pumps were employed in conjunction with 
air-chambers to give the necessary pressure. This not proving satis- 
factory, a tank on a high tower — ^about 200 feet high — was erected to 
obtain thd necessary head. In one case, in 1850, it was found 
impossible, except at great expense, owing to the treacherous nature 
of the foundations, to build a tower of the 
requisite height; hence Mr. Armstrong was 
compelled to adopt some other plan, and he in- 
vented the hydraulic accumulator^ an appliance 
which has, more than any other, contributed to 
the success of hydraulic systems of power 
transmission from central stations. 

The Hydraulic Accumulator. 

The action of the accumulator is very 
simple, and will be readily understood from a 
glance at the illustration. Fig. 134 shows one 
of the usual forms. It consists of a wrought- 
iron weight case W filled with slag, concrete, 
or ballast, this case resting on and being 
attached to a ram R, which can rise and fall in 
its press P, R passing water-tight through a 
gland and stuffing-box, as shown. The ram 
is attached to a cross-head B, which in turn Fig. 134. 

is fastened to the weight-case. The press P is 
in communication with the pressure mains, so that when there is a 
demand for water, weight W is usually either rising or falling, means 
being provided to ensure that the ram shall always rest on water. 
The pumping engine can start in any position, and there is an auto- 
matic means of communication between the accumulator and engine, 
such as is shown in Fig. 135. 

When the accumulator weight rises to the top of its stroke, it lifts 
weight A, which slackens the chain B B, allowmg lever C D to fall, 
shutting off the steam by the butterfly valve D. 
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When W falls, the weight A raises lever C, opening the steam 
valve and starting the engine. The movable pulley is introduced at 
B so that A may travel twice as far as C, thus ensuring a gradual 
stoppage of the engine and enabling a small weight to be used ; but 
this may be dispensed with, in which case it is best to have A 
greater than C. 




"^PREssune Pipe 
I-'ig. 135. 

If the accumulator should rise too high through the failure of 
valve D, or any part of the connection, the stop P — ^which consists 
of a plate with a hole in it through which the chain passes — catches 
a projection M on chain F R and thus lifts the momentum valve T, 
allowing the water to escape from the pressure pipe, either to exhaust 
or to another accumulator weighted to give a lower pressure, so that 
the accumulator may not rise higher. 
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When the accumulator is too far from the engine for this method 
of connection, a hydraulic gear is used which consists of a small 
hydraulic cylinder in the engine room, the piston of which controls 
the starting and stopping gear of the engine. The valve for admitting 
pressure water to or exhausting it from this cylinder is fixed against 
the accumulator framing, and is operated by the weight case when 
near the top of its stroke. The valve is connected by a small pipe 
with the hydraulic cylinder referred to, and this pipe may be of any 
length. , In the case of compound engines there is a special arrange- 
ment of valves for starting the engine, which is referred to in the 
description of pumping engines for accumulator work, given at p. 344. 

An accumulator is a very efficient store-house for energy. 
Mr. Tweddell found that an accumulator charged at 1250 lbs. per 
square inch discharged at 1225 lbs. per square inch, friction being 
overcome by a pressure of 1 2i lbs. per square inch, i per cent, of 
the energy being wasted in charging, and i per cent, in discharging, 
or the efficiency of the accumulator a^ a storehouse for energy is ^% per 
cent. 

Storage Capacity of Accumulators. 

The energy stored when the weight W lbs. is at the top of its 
stroke of h feet is W >^ ft.-lbs. 

If the accumulator discharges at p lbs. per square inch, its usual 

storage is 62*4 x 2*^pA.h ft.-lbs., A being the area of the ram 

62 ' 4. ^ 2' X 

cross-section in square feet, and its capacity -^ x P J^^h 

33.000 X 60 ^ 

= — - — horse-power hours, nearly. 
13,000 

An accumulator performs several useful functions. Thus it acts 
as a storehouse for energy, but is useful more in the nature of a 
fly-wheel to level up inequalities of supply and demand than to 
provide a large store. Thus each large accumulator of the London 
Hydraulic Power Company stores 106 x 2240 x 23 = 5,461,120 
ft.-lbs., but since i horse-power for an hour requires 1,980,000 ft.-lbs., 
the accumulator only has a storage capacity of about 2 • 8 horse-power 
hours. It can, however, give out a great power for a short time, say, 
160 horse-power for one minute. Compare even a number of these 
accumulators with a storage reservoir, such as that at Zurich, which 
contains 353,000 cubic feet at an elevation of 475 feet above the 
motors, having therefore a capacity of 5284 horse-power hours. 

The accumulator acts as a pressure regulator, keeping the pressure 
in the mains constant and nearly equal (in lbs. per square inch) to 
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W . 

— , where a is the area of the ram in square inches, W being in lbs. 
a 

It provides the elastic arrangement necessary in such a system, for 

if all the machines in the system stop 
suddenly, the pumps merely raise the 
accumulator weight, whereas if no such 
arrangement were provided something 
must be broken. 

It also has the fourth use of pro- 
viding an automatic system, the pumps 
being controlled by the accumulator as 
already described. 



Differential Accumulator. 

An accumulator of the differential 
type used by Mr. Tweddell is shown in 
Fig. 136. Here the weight contains a 
heavy press, in which is a ram A, which 
in this case is fixed^ the weight and 
press rising and falling. The ram 
admits water through its centre ; there 
are two glands, and the ram is con- 
tinued right through the cylinder, being 
of smaller diameter above. Hence the 
weight may be regarded as giving pres- 
sure, not to the area of cross-section of 
ram, but to the difference of the cross- 
sections of the two parts of the ram. 

By this means a very great pressure 
may be obtained from a comparatively 
small weight, and a rigid guide is 
afforded for the weight to move on. 
This accumulator will store the same 
amount of energy as any other in which 
the weight and stroke are the same, 
the storage in any case being W X H 
ft.-lbs. ; but since it contains only a 
small volume of water when the ram 
is at the top of its stroke, it will give 
and hence is used mainly with small 




out its store very quickly, 
machines. 
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Another form of differential or intensifying accumulator is shown 
in Fig. 137. A pressure of about 2000 lbs. per square inch was 
required in shops, where a supply at a very much smaller pressure 
was available. Mr. Tweddell allowed water from a tank to act on 
the imder side of the piston C attached to the ram 
D, of much smaller area. The water in the press 
E thus had a greater pressure — neglecting friction 
— ^just in the ratio of the area of C to that of D. 
Water from the low pressure supply or pumps 
passes in at G, and is taken off at H, C being used 
merely as a regulator of pressure. The water 
acting on C is not wasted, but may be obtained 
from a tank, to which it is returned as C falls. If 
the supply pipe A is large, with easy bends, it is 
even possible to get a momentum effect which 
was wanted for riveting. The intensifier (see 
p. 344) acts on a similar principle to this accumu- 
lator. 

Hydraulic Power Supply. 

Systems for the supply of hydraulic power 
from central stations have developed rapidly 
within recent years. London, Hull, Liverpool, 
Birmingham, Melbourne, Sydney, Antwerp and 
Glasgow have now central station hydraulic supply 
systems, but London is the most important and 
extensive example in the world ; hence it may be i^ 
sufficient here to refer briefly to London as a ^ 
typical case. *^' '^7' 

The London Hydraulic Power Company's works were established 
in 1884, and have now 85 miles of mains laid in the streets, the 
internal diameter of the largest main being 7 inches, and the pressure 
in the mains 750 lbs. per square inch. At Manchester and Glasgow 
the pressure is 11 20 lbs. per square inch. 

The success of hydraulic power co-operation in Londbn — ajnd 
indeed in some other towns — is due largely to the engineer, Mr. E. ' 
B. Ellington, whose name is mentioned later on in connection with 
hydraulic balances for lifts. 

The London Company have several pumping stations, as it has 
been found that a station capable of giving out about 1200 horse- 
power is most economical, both in capital expenditure and working 
expenses. 
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The stations are situated at Falcon Wharf, Blackfriars ; at Millbank, 
near the Houses of Parliament ; at Wapping ; and at Wharf Road, 
City Road, with a small accumulator station at Philip Lane, E.G. 




Fig. 138. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Hydraulic Power Supply. 177 

A small accumulator station also exists at Kensington Court, where 
accumulators, loaded to 450 lbs. per square inch, are worked from 
the mains. 

Engines. 

In describing very briefly some of the details of the system which 
has been so successfully adopted in London, the engines, pumps and 
boilers may be first referred to. Figs. 138 and 139 show a side and 
front elevation of Mr. Ellington's engines, made by the Hydraulic 
Engineering Co., of Chester. Each engine has three inverted cyhn- 
ders, the piston of each cylinder working directly a single-acting 
pump. 

The connecting-rods span the pump barrels, and work on crank- 
pins on a three-throw crank shaft, the cranks being set at angles of 
120°; there is thus no dead point in the stroke, and there is good 
balance of reciprocating parts. The high-pressure cylinder has a 
variable expansion valve on the back of the main slide, adjustable 
whilst the engine is running, thus enabling the point of cut-off to be 
varied to suit the \vork and steam pressure. 

All the cylinders are steam-jacketed and provided with connec- 
tions which allow the water of condensation to be returned to the 
boilers by gravitation. (The student is not to suppose that water 
can usually be forced into the boilers by gravitation — it is, however, 
in this case, as both the steam and return water pipes are under the 
boiler pressure.) 

The cylinders are carried on four steel columns at the front, and 
three cast-iron columns at the back, incorporated with and forming 
part of the condenser. The pumps are attached to the cast-iron 
columns and stayed to the cylinders by steel bars, which also act as 
front guides for the engine cross-heads. 

The air, circulating, and feed pumps are placed behind the con- 
denser, and worked from the piston of the intermediate cylinder by 
rocking levers and links. 

The engine is controlled by a high-speed governor; automatic 
gear is also provided by which the engine is controlled by the accu- 
mulator, somewhat in the way already described. 

At a nine-hours' trial of a set of these engines at the Wapping 
station, with high-pressure cylinder 15 inches, intermediate cylinder 
22 inches, and low-pressure 36 inches in diameter, all 2 feet stroke, 
160,880 gallons ofwater were pumped against an accumulator pressure 
of 795 lbs. per square inch. The indicated horse-power of the engines 
was 206-55, steam consumption 15 ' 26 lbs. per horse-power per hour, 

N 
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and coal consumption 1*49 lbs. per indicated horse-power per 
hour. 

Of this steam consumption i*i6 lbs. per indicated horse-power 




Fig. F39. 
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per hour were accounted for by steam-pipe condensation arid loss. 
The coal used contained 8^ per cent, of clinker and ash. 

The London Hydraulic Power Company have nineteen, sets of 
engines of this type at work. They are very compact, and it will be 
seen from the results given above that the efficiency is high. 

Another type of engine — made by the same firm — is shown in 
elevation and plan in Figs. 140 and 141, and is the engine adopted 
at the Hull Docks to -supply water for the mains of the dock 
machinery, the pressure being 800 lbs. per square inch. This, as 
will be seen, is a horizontal engine with two high-pressure cylinders 
20 inches in diameter, and two low-pressure cylinders 38 inches in 
diameter, arranged tandem fashion, with pumps of the piston and 
plunger type 7^ inches in diameter, placed behind the cylinders and 
worked direct from the piston rods, the stroke being 3 feet 2 inches. 

The high-pressure cylinders have variable expansion valves on 
the back of the main slides, adjustable whilst the engine is running. 
The low-pressure cylinders are steam-jacketed. The pumps are fitted 
with double suction and delivery valves and separate pump barrels, 
arranged to be interchangeable, and so that they can be removed and 
replaced in a short time. The steps of the crank shaft are of the 
four-part type, adjustable both vertically and horizontally. The con- 
denser is of the surface type, circular in form, and fitted with brass 
tube plates and tubes f inch diameter, through which the circulation 
water is passed by a separate pumping engine. The air pump is of 
the single-acting type, and is worked from the left-hand crank-pin. 
From the right-hand crank-pin a pump is worked to return the water 
after use in the hydraulic machinery to the supply tank. 

These engines deliver 400 gallons of water per minute against an 
accumulator pressure of 800 lbs. per square inch, the steam pressure 
being 80 lbs. per square inch. The engines are strong and massive 
in design, each weighing about 75 tons. Breakdowns are practically 
unknown. 

These illustrations, and those on pages 176 and 178, give a very 
good idea of the types of engines most in use in hydraulic supply 
stations. 

Boilers. 

The boilers need not be fully described here. At Wapping, the 

Fairbaim-Beely boiler is adopted. This is a double boiler, like two 

Cornish boilers one above the other, the lower one containing a large 

^ flue and a number of small tubes, the upper one containing part of 

the water and all the steam space. At Millbank, Lancashire! boiler? 

N 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i8o Hydraulic Machinery. 

are used, a Green's economiser, consisting of 96 tubes, being fitted at 
the back of the boilers, to utilise the heat of the waste gases of com- 
bustion in warming the feed-water. Vicars' mechanical stokers are 
employed, the hoppers being kept full by an attendant, who fills a 
hopper from which the coal is distributed by a " creeper," consisting of 
a trough and worm. The economiser and stoking-gear are driven by 
a Brotherhood three-cylinder hydraulic engine (more fully defcribed 
at p. 249). 

It has been found, from careful trials, that at Wapping the average 
thermal efficiency of the engines was 15*25 per cent., that of the 
boiler and economiser 78*2 per cent, rising to 86 '7 per cent, at full 
power^ Similar trials show 12 '24 per cent, and 78*7 per cent, 
respectively for the Millbank boilers.* 



Accumulators. 

It is not necessary to give a separate picture of the accumulators, 
as that shown at Fig. 134, though not exactly like those used in the 
London station, gives a good idea of the general features of such an 
apparatus. The accumulators used in London have wrought-iron 
cases filled with iron slag. There are two at Falcon Wharf and two 
at Wapping Station, each with a ram of 20 inches diameter and 
23 feet stroke; one at Millbank 18 inches diameter and 20 feet 
stroke, and a similar one at Philip Lane. The total weight of the 
larger accumulator load is 106 tons, but the load can be increased 
so as to give a pressure of 800 lbs. per square inch. The capacity 
of these accumulators is 1600 gallons, whilst the pumping plant can 
supply 3500 gallons per minute, showing that the accumulators act 
mainly as regulators of pressure, their power-storage capacity being 
insignificant. 

Supply for the Pumps. 

The main portion of the water used at Falcon Wharf is taken 
from the Thames, headings having been driven under the bed of the 
river to ensure a sufficient supply at all states of the tide. The 
water after precipitation is filtered in tanks containing cast-iron per- 
forated plates and charcoal filter beds. At Millbank and Wapping 
wells supply the water, the Porter-Clark process of filtering and 

♦ For further details consult the report of Mr. EUmgton's paper on 
" Hydraulic Power Supply in London," 'Minutes of Proceedings of the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers,' vol. cxv. 
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softening being used at the former station. The cost is about \d, per 
I coo gallons treated. 

Variations in the demand for power are met mainly at Falcon 
Wharf. 

Duty of Engines. 

It may be of interest to point out that a high duty is obtained 
from the engines. Thus on a certain date 7000 gallons were pumped, 
to a pressure of 800 lbs. per square inch, per hundredweight of coal 
burnt. This gives as duty 7000 X 10 X 800 x 2*3 = 128,800,000 
foot-lbs. An average figure seems to be 5500 gallons, equivalent 
to a duty of 101,200,000, which is very good considering the inter- 
mittent character of the pumping. 

Cost of Power. 

This is a most important matter and has been very fully gone into 
by Mr. Ellington. The cost of production depends largely on the 
load-factor^ that is, the ratio of the average output per hour to the 
maximum output in any one hour. The annual load factor for 1893 
was 0*323, and the heaviest day load-factor for the same year 0*458. 
The actual station cost of 1000 gallons at a pressure of 750 lbs. per 
square inch is 5 • 172^., whilst the station cost of an equivalent amount 
of electric energy as produced by the Westminster Electric Supply 
Corporation is 9* 014^. ; one Board of Trade unit or its equivalent 
costing 1*383^. electrically and '793^. hydraulically. Of course, 
mere station cost of production is a small item in the actual cost of 
power to the consumer. The London Hydraulic Power Company 
supply power at the price of from 2s. to u. dd, per 1000 gallons, 
the latter being equivalent to 2*76^. per Board of Trade unit, or 
about 3^. per brake horse-power per hour, obtained from hydraulic 
motors running fairly regularly during several hours per day. Electric 
companies charge from 4^. to 6^. per Board of Trade unit. This 
comparatively low cost of power has led Mr. Ellington to try whether 
hydraulic power might not be advantageously used for the production 
of electric current. Pelton wheels — ^which are probably better suited 
to the high pressure of hydraulic mains than any other motor — driven 
by the water from the mains, were employed to drive dynamos, about 
(}(> per cent, of the hydraulic energy being realisable electrically, th6 
cost being, at 3^. per Board of Trade unit for pressure water, 

-_— X 3 = 4*5^. per Board of Trade unit electrically developed. 
66 
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This current, if used to drive electric motors of 70 per cent, effi- 
ciency, would work out at nearly 6 J^. per brake horse-power per hour. 
There seems to be some room here for the utilisation of hydraulic 
power, especially for electric lighting in suitable small installations. 
It would of course be much cheaper, for power purposes, to use the 
hydraulic power direct in hydraulic motors, but cases may occur in 
which electric motors, owing to their high speeds and ease with which 
they can be moved about, may be preferable. 

There has been considerable discussion as to the reasons of the 
small cost of hydraulic power in comparison with electric ; the small 
amount of leakage (over 90 per cent, of all the water pumped being 
usually accounted for), the high efficiency of hydraulic accumulators, 
both as storehouses of energy and as pressure, regulators,* and the 
comparatively high load-factors are, in our opinion, the chief reasons 
of the comparatively favourable results. 

Given the pressure or " head " of the supply and the cost of a 
given volume of the water, it is sometimes useful to be able, readily, 
to calculate the cost of i horse-power-hour in water actually supplied. 
It will readily be seen that this cost is 

c X 198 fL^l^ 

head in feet' ^^ pressure per square inch ' 

where c is the cost of 1000 gallons. If c is in pence the answer will 
also be in pence. Mr. Ellington thinks it is not possible, profitably, 
to supply power thus, for less than 2d. per horse-power-hour. 

Examples. 

1. At Southampton it has been proposed to use the ordinary 
town supply for power purposes. If the " head " in the lower parts 
of the town is 138 feet, and the proposed charge 3^. per 1000 gallons, 
find the cost per horse-power-hour. Ans. 4^^. nearly. 

2. Compare this with the cost in London where the pressure is 
700 lbs. per square inch and charge is. 6d. per 1000 gallons. 

Ans. Cost 2 • 2d. per horse-power-hour in London. Comparative 
Southampton i • 93 
*^°'* London = "T~- 

3. What will be the charge per 1000 gallons in Glasgow where 
the pressure is 11 20 lbs. per square inch, if the consumer is to have 
power at the same rate as in London. Ans. 28 • 6^. 
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Pipes and Pipe Joints. 

The pipes usually employed are of cast iron, 6 inches internal 
diameter being the largest size formerly used, but pipes of 7 inches 
diameter are now employed. Of course, pipes to stand a pressure of 
750 lbs. per square inch, or the greater pressure 11 20 lbs. per square 
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Fig. 142. 

inch employed at Glasgow and Manchester, require to be very thick. 
The diagram shown at A, Fig. 142, shows for a pipe 6 inches in 
internal diameter, the increase of thickness as the pressure is increased. 
The question of the strength of thick pipes is one of considerable 
interest 
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Strength of Pipes. 

In calculating the strength of a thick pipe like a hydraulic main 
it will not do to assume — ^as we do in the case of a pipe, the thick- 
ness of which is small in comparison with its diameter — that the 
stress is the same all across a section of the pipe. The stress is 
evidently greater near the inside of the metal than at a point further 
out ; the exact law by which the stress falls off is not accurately known, 

but the following rule seems to give 
results best in accord with actual facts. 
The proof of this rule, which Professor 
Perry has worked out for his classes, 
is as follows : — Let ' (as in Fig. 143) 
Ti = inside and r^ = outside radius of 
cylinder, /i the intensity of pressure 
inside, and/2 that outside the cylinder. 
Let the circles near together repre- 
sent a very thin ring of metal of unit 
length, whose internal radius is r and 
outside radius r + ^ ^, corresponding 
pressures being/ and/ + 8/ respec- 
tively. Consider the strength of this 
ring, /i being greater than p^. 
The upper half of the ring tends to fly away from the lower half. 
2 r/ — 2 (r -f 8 ^) (/ + S/) is the total upward pressure acting on 
the ring, and 2 8r/is the resistance offered by the metal, /being the 
tensile stress in it. Hence, dividing by 2 all across, 

r/-(r-f 8r)0> + 8/) = 8r/. 

By making the ring of metal thinner and thinner we may neglect 
8/-, 8/ in comparison with other terms, hence transposing we have 

(/ + /).8r + r8/ = o (i) 

The metal is acted on by crushing and tensile stresses. On 
account of the crushing stress of / lbs. per square inch, there is a 
lengthening at right angles to the paper of / b* and similarly a 
shortening of amount/^ at right angles to the paper, on account of 
the tensile stress / lbs. per square inch ; hpnce the total lengthening 
in a direction at right angles to the plane of the paper is/ ^ — Z^* 

* ^ is the lateral strain corresponding to a longitudinal strain a ( = ^) or a 
longitudinal stress of I lb. per '.square inch. 
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Assuming that a plane section remains plane, 
/ ^ — fb = a constant ; 
. • . p ^ f ^ 2, constant r, 

(2) f = p-c. 

Substituting this value of/ in equation (i), we have 
(2/ - ^)8r + ^S/ = o, 



185 



or 



hr 8/ 

7" ■*■ 2/ - ^r 



= o. 



Allowing our increments of radius and pressure to diminish 
indefinitely, 



whence 



or 



or 



log r + i log (2/ — c) = a constant, 

2 log r + log (2/ — r) = a constant, 

logV + log (2/ — r) = a constant. 
.'. log {r^ (2/ — c)} = a constant. 



or 



2/ — r = 
Let K = this constant -7- 2. 



a constant 



and 



since/ — /= c. 
When 

and when 



(3) .-. / = 5+f 



(4) /=3-r 

7 2 



r = ri, /=A» 



therefore, putting in these values and getting K and - in terms of 
r^j ^2>A andA> we have 

(5; /- r22-/',2 
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This is the general law, but if we neglect the outside pressure, as 
we may usually do in comparison with the great internal pressure, the 
rule becomes 



(6) / = 



r^ 



or the internal pressure (per square inch) multiplied by the sum of 
the squares of the internal and external radii or diameters in inches, 
is equal to the tensile stress the material will stand multiplied by the 
difference of the squares of the same two radii or diameters. This 
is the well-known rule which is usually employed for calculating the 
strength of thick pipes. 

For calculation purposes the rule is often more convenient if 
written in the form 

D being the external and d the internal diameter. The student will 
see that the thickness = • 

2 

We have found that a 6-inch pipe designed for a pressure of 8oo lbs. 
per square inch is usually i^ inch thick, corresponding to a safe stress 
of 2596 lbs. per square inch. For a pressure of 11 20 lbs. per square 
inch the thickness is ij inch, agreeing with a stress of 2912 lbs. per 
square inch. Small pipes are made thicker to allow for defects at 
joints, corrosion, &c., thus a safe stress of about 2000 lbs. per square 
inch is considered best for pipes 2 inches in internal diameter. 
Results worked out from these data are shown in the convenient form 
of curves (Fig. 142), giving the connection between thickness of pipe 
and pressure of water in each case. 

To complete the series the curve shown in Fig. 144 has been 
plotted. This shows the connection between thickness and internal 
diameter for pipes to withstand a pressure of 800 lbs. per square inch, 
taking 2500 as the safe stress. That figure gives about 6 as a factor 
of safety. These curves enable any one at a glance to determine the 
proper thickness of metal for a hydraulic main when the internal 
diameter and pressure are known. The conditions which determine 
what the internal diameter ought to be are discussed at p. 365. For a 
given pressure the horse-power transmitted through the pipe is the 
factor which determines the diameter of the pipe. The curves show 
that for higher pressures a great increase of thickness is required for a 
given increase of pressure ; in fact, as the pressure increases we soon 
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reach a point (when/ = /) at which no amount of increase in thick- 
ness will make the pipe strong enough. This points to some other 
material than cast iron as the proper one for mains to withstand great 
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INTERNAL DIAMETER IN INCHES 

Fig. 144. 

pressures, in fact steel pipes from 5. to 12 inches in diameter have been 
used at Antwerp to convey water at a pressure of 750 lbs. per square 
inch. Those pipes have stamped steel flanges. 



Pipe Joints. 

The joints used by Mr. Ellington at London, and elsewhere, are 
shown in side elevation and section in the left-hand portion, and in 
end elevation in the right-hand portion of Fig. 145. 

The joints are spigot and faucet joints, turned up with a V-groove, 
in which an indiarubber ring is inserted, the pipes being bolted 
together by bolts passing through lugs on the flanges. In the old 
form of pipe the face of the flange was about flush with the end of 
the pipe ; but in the newer form, shown in the figure, the flange is 
set back some distance from the end. It has been found that this 
has increased the strength at least 35 per cent., and only one failure 
of flange has occurred since this form was introduced, whereas with 
the old form of flange failures were not uncommon. 
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With this form of joint, leakage is ahnost unknown, notwith- 
standing the high pressures used. 




Fig. 145. 

Pressure Due to Shock. 

If we have a column of water moving with a given velocity along 
a pipe, a very important problem is to find the pressure produced by 
the sudden stoppage of the water. This problem has been worked 
out by Professor Perry, and, without troubling the reader with the 
mathematics, we give the very important result arrived at by the 
investigation. 

Given a column of fluid of density po grammes per cubic centi- 
metre, moving with a velocity of V© centimetres per second, on 
sudden stoppage there is a wave of compression travelling along with 
the velocity of sound in the fluid. The increase of pressure every- 
where, from the stopped end to the front of the wave, is the same 
(and independent of friction against the sides of the pipe), and is 
/dynes per square centimetre where /is obtained by the law 

/=V,K»p,^ 

K is the modulus of cubic elasticity = 2 x io^° dynes per square 
centimetre, and p© = i gramme per square centimetre for water. 
The law expressed in British units is 

/= V X 62-465. 
/ being in lbs. per square inch, and V in feet per second. 
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In this rule the pipe is supposed to be perfectly rigid. 

In practice the " ram " pressure never rises so high as that given 
by the above rule, because it is impossible to stop the flow with 
infinite rapidity, and also because the pipe stretches a little. 

Mr. Weston has made some useful experiments on the actual 
pressures produced in pipes of various diameters by stopping the 
flow in about 0*15 of a second. 

A series of experiments were carried out by us recently at the 
Technical College, Finsbury, with the object of determining how the 
" ram " pressure varied with rate of stoppage. 

The paper barrel of a Crosby steam engine indicator fixed on the 
pipe was driven at a constant speed, and a valve in the pipe beyond 
the indicator was closed at different rates, the pencil of the indicator 
m each case drawing a curve, of which ordinates showed pressure in 
pipe and abscissae time taken to close the valve. The ram pressures 
were found to be nearly proportional to rate of closing. The time 
occupied in closing the valve varied from half a second to -gV o^ ^ 
second, the ram pressures varying from o to 50 lbs. per square inch ; 
but the experiments are not yet sufficiently complete to warrant the 
formulation of a law. 



XX. 
HYDRAULIC CRANES. 

Lord Armstrong (then Mr. Armstrong), the pioneer in the designing 
of high-pressure hydraulic power machinery, soon saw the peculiar 
fitness of pressure-water for working cranes. Being fully aware that 
this motive power is best adapted for giving a slow steady motion, 
he devised a method of lifting the load at one stroke of a ram or 
piston, multiplying the motion sufficiently by means of pmlleys. The 
arrangement adopted by him, and still employed, is like an ordinary 
pulley tackle worked the reverse way — in other words, the ram acts 
where, in pulleys, the weight is usually attached, the load on the crane 
occupjdng the place of the usual applied force. Thus it is necessary 
to apply to the ram or piston of the hydraulic crane a force four, 
six, or eight times that due to the weight of the load raised, but 
theTam moves correspondingly slower. 

A crane was designed by Mr. Armstrong on these lines, with an 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



igo 



Hydraulic Machinery, 



additional cylinder for slewing or turning the crane and load, the ram 
of this cylinder carrying a rack working into a spur v/heel on the 





Fig. 146. 



base of the crane. By the courtesy of Lord Armstrong's firm we are 
able to give, in Fig. 146, a correct illustration of the crane. The 
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1 




reader will be struck with the excellence of the design, made fifty 
years ago, and scarcely surpassed even now. 

It will be noticed that there are three working cylinders, one, two, 
or all of which may be used at will, thus altering the power of the 
crane and the consumption of water to suit the load. 

Every well-designed machine of this kind is provided with a relief 
valve, to prevent injury to the cylinders or mechanism if the momen- 
tum of a moving load be suddenly resisted. Thus, if the load on a 
crane is being rapidly lowered and the exhaust valve is suddenly 
closed, the momentum of the moving parts, resisted by unyielding 
water, is likely to cause severe shock, unless some means be provided 
by which water can escape as soon as the pressure exceeds a given 
limit. Fig. 147 shows diagrammatically how this can be accomplished 
in the case of a crane. S is 
the supply pipe through which 
the pressure water passes to 
the lifting cylinder C ; M is the 
regulating valve admitting the 
supply when necessary, and R 
the exhaust valve. M is usu- 
ally closed when R is opened. 
If R be- suddenly closed, the 
inertia of the moving parts pre- 
vents them from coming im- 
mediately to rest, but when the 
pressure exceeds a certain limit, 
the relief valve K, which is weighted so as to open only at or above 
that pressure, opens, and some water finds its way back to S through 
the by-pass F. The actual arrangement adopted by Armstrong 
in cranes in which the regulating valve is a slide valve, is shown in 
Fig. 148,* where spaces M M communicate with the supply pipe S, and 
E E with the exhaust R. When the slide valve is moved in the direc- 
tion of the arrow, the pressure supply is first cut off from the port Y 
by the lap of the valve, the port X being still open to exhaust. At this 
instant the flap valve K opens upwards and allows a small quantity of 
water to pass from the exhaust port R into Y, to follow up the ram 
until brought to rest. When the valve arrives at the mid-position, 
as shown in the figure, X is closed to exhaust, and the pressure in X 
being further increased by the motion of the ram before it is com- 
pletely stopped, the second relief valve L opens and a small quantity 
of water passes by M into S. When the slide valve moves the oppo- 
* From Proceedings Inst. M.E., 1858. See also Appendix, p. 373. 



Fig. 147. 
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site way, the two remaining relief valves come into action in the 
same way. This gives perfect control of the crane, with freedom 
from shocks. This crane (Fig. 146), though thoroughly tested and 
foimd efficient, was not erected publicly for some time.. 

In 1846, one of these cranes was erected on Newcastle Quay and 
excited great interest, engineers coming from all parts to see it, among 

others the engineer of the 
f| Liverpool Docks, who ordered 

I j; some cranes of a similar kind 

^ for Liverpool, and the great 

system of hydraulic dock cran- 
age was successfully started. 
In 1850 cases were met with 
in which the pressure of the 
ordinary town supply was in- 
sufficient, or of too variable a 
nature to be relied on, and the 
expense of erecting towers with 
elevated tanks to supply the 
head necessary would have 
been too great, owing to the 
nature of the foundations; 
hence steam pumps were used 
in conjunction with air cham- 
bers to give the necessary pres- 
sure. The air vessels not 
proving a very good arrange- 
ment, Mr. Armstrong devised 
the hydraulic accumulator — 
one of the most important 
features in a hydraulic supply 
system. Hydraulic cranes have 
now come into common use 
for dock, railway, warehouse and other purposes. The first hydraulic 
crane used for railway station work was erected at Newcastle, on the 
North-Eastern Railway, in 1848. 




I'lk^ H«. 



Railway Station Cranes. 

Fig. 149 shows a small hydraulic crane, such as is used at large 
railway stations. It is capable of lifting 30 cwt. 

The lifting cylinder here is in the centre of the revolving pillar 
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or craiie post, which is turned by a pair of hydraulic plungers, 
--with multiplying sheaves and chains attached to a drum on the 
bottom of the pillar. The lifting, lowering and turning valves are 
placed side by side, the pressure water being conveyed to the lifting 




Fig. 149. 

cylinder through an oscillating joint in the bottom socket of the 
pillar. This crane is used where the building in which it is placed 
allows of the top socket in which the pillar turns being attached to 
the roof or an overhead floor. The next illustration, on the other 
hand, is that of a crane which is independent of such support. In 
some cranes the lifting cylinder itself forms the pillar, but even for 
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light cranes it is more usual, now, to construct the pillar] of rolled 
steel or iron, and to place the cylinder within it, as shown in the 
figure. 

The crane shown in Fig. 150 is of the older type, the ram being 




Fig. ISO. 

in the centre of the crane post, and when it is forced out of its 
cylinder by pressure water from the hydraulic mains, it pulls in the chain 
to which the load is attached. There being one fixed and two movable 
pulleys, the velccity ratio of this machine is 4 to i. The rams for 
slewing are seen at the base of the crane post. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Movable Cranes for Quays. 



195 



Dock or Quay Cranes. 

Cranes for loading or discharging cargo are now usually of the 
movable type, this type possessing obvious advantages over fixed 
cranes. It must be remembered that rapidity of loading and unload- 
ing are of first importance in quay and dock work, and with movable 
cranes, four or five can be brought to bear on one vessel, beini? 




placed in positions to suit the several hatches. For ordinary loading 
purposes a crane capable of lifting from 30 cwt. to 2 tons is found to 
be most convenient, and many patterns of cranes of this power are 
used. Views of some of these are shown in Figs. 151 and 152, the 
lifting cylinder being within the pillar in each case. The multiplying 
power of the sheaves is usually 6 to i, the length of the lift being 
50 to 60 feet. 

The turning machinery is in the pedestal at the foot of the pillar, 

o 2 
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and is isimilar to that of the cranes already described, the turning 
cylinders, however, being of greater power on account of the greater 
rake ot radius of the jib. The valves are worked from a cabin, 
sometimes placed on the pedestal. Sometimes two cabins are used, 
one on ^ch side of the pedestal, w ith two sets of valves, from either 




♦ 



Fig. 152. 



of which the crane can be worked, but often one cabin only is used, 
and it is placed in the revolving part of the crane, as shown in 
Fig. 152., In this case the turning cylinder is fixed on an inclined 
rame at the back of the pillar, the drum which is cupped to receive 
the links of the chain is fixed to the upper bearing in which the 
pillar rev61ves. The pedestals of these cranes are frequently made 
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with archways through them, to economise space by allowing a road 
or line of rails to be made through them. Screw chocks are fitted at 
each corner of the pedestal, to relieve the wheels of the weight of the 
crane, and hand gear is often fitted for moving the crane along the 
quay. There is usually a frame on the back of the pillar, carrying 
suflficient counterbalance weights to render the crane stable without 




Fig. 153. 

any attachment to the rails, even if loaded with twice the highest load 
it is designed to Hft. 

In cases where an exceptionally long rake or radius of jib is 
required, the jib is fitted with a topping or derricking motion as 
shown in Fig. 153. Cranes intended for dealing with coal or other 
like minerals are often fitted with weighing gear, which may be of 
the hydrostatic kind (the chain passing over a pulley attached to a 
small plunger which rests on water in its cylinder, the pressure of 
this water showing the weight lifted) or on the steel-yard principle. 

In this case the jib-head sheave is mounted, not directly on the 



'Digitized by VjOOQIC 



igS 



Hydraulic Machinery. 



jib itself, but on a steel-yard supported on knife-edges near the end 
of the jib as shown in Fig. 154; the inner end of the steel-yard 
being attached to a spring balance which shows the weight on the 
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crane. The counterbalance weight, balancing the weight of the steel- 
yard, is shown in the figure, on a short lever whose fulcrum is on the 
jib. 

Cranes with Variable Power^ 

In cranes lifting small loads no attempt is made to economise 
pressure water by using a smaller amount when small loads are dealt 
with, nor is the power of the crane varied. In the case of 40-ton 
quay cranes, however, the power of the crane, and the amount of 




Pressure ^ifpp^s 



«-^«r 



Fig. 155- 

pressure water used per lift, are varied to suit, to some extent, the 
bad raised. 

This variation of power is effected in different ways. In one class 
of crane two powers are obtained by having the lifting ram shaped 
like a piston, with a very thick piston rod. Full power is obtained 
by admitting the pressure water to the front or full area of piston, the 
back being open to exhaust. When the lower power is required^ the 
pressure supply is admitted to both front and back of the piston, the 
pressure on the full area predominating, the water on the other side 
of the piston is forced back into the pressure mains, and thus only a 
net amount of water equal to the difference of the displacements 
of the full piston and of -the annular space round the piston rod or 
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plunger is used, the effective . force being that due to the area of the 
plunger only. The arrangement of valves for such a crane is shown 
in Fig. 155, which fully explains itself 

Another arrangement for obtaining varying powers is that in 
which three cylinders are used, these cylinders being placed alongside 
of each other and close together, the three plungers working in these 
cylinders being attached to one cross-head, as shown in the plan of 
the first Armstrong crane (Fig. 146). The valve, very similar to that 
shown in Fig. 155, is so arranged that the pressure water can be 
admitted either to the centre plunger, to the two outside plungers, or 
to all three together. 

This crane lifts w4th three different powers, using proportionate 
.amounts of water. • Neither of these methods is now much in favour 
with the best makers. 

It is very seldom that more than two powers are required, and in 
such cases it is found to be better to employ a cylinder with two 
concentric plungers, the outer plunger being hollow and forming the 
cylinder for the inner plunger. Clamps are provided for holding 
back the outer plunger when the lower power only is required. When 
full power is necessary the clamps are thrown out of action and the 
two plungers move together. The outer plunger, is, of course, fitted 
with a stuffing-box similar to that of the cylinder in which it moves. 
In cranes of this class the valves are the same as for an ordinary single- 
powered crane, and of the same type as that shown in Fig. 155, but 
with two spindles only, one for pressure and one for exhaust. 

Hf:avy Quay Cranes. 

Fig. 156 is atypical example of a heavy fixed pedestal crane, such 
as referred to above, being capable of lifting 40 tons with 50 feet lift. 
The pillar containing the lifting machinery is mounted on a pedestal 
secured to the quay by eight or more strong holding-down bolts. 
The machinery is inside the pillar as before. It consists of the 
ordinary hydraulic cylinder with ram or plunger and multiplying 
sheaves, but as is usual in heavy cranes, the plunger instead of 
being a simple one as in the lighter cranes, consists of two concentric 
plungers, the inner one working through a stuffing-box in the outer 
end of the larger one. - Clips are fitted to the pillar which can be 
thrown into action by a hand lever on the side of the pillar. These 
clips lock the outer plunger so that the smaller plimger alone acts 
when comparatively light loads are being lifted. When heavy loads 
are being raised the larger plunger acts on the lifting chain, the inner 
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one remaining inert. Thus with light loads less pressure water is 
used. The lifting chain, as will be seen from the figure, is double. 
This is to avoid the use of a very large chain, the pulley above the 




Fig. 156. 
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lifting eye being merely provided to allow for unequal stretch of the 
two portions of chain which is doubled in a " bight " over this pulley 
and passes thence over the multiplying sheaves in connection with 
the lifting cylinder, both ends being attached to the cylinder. The 
same range of power and lift could be obtained by fixing one end 
only of the chain to the cylinder, increasing the multiplying power of 
the sheaves and using a running block instead of the equalising 




F'g- 157. 

pulley described, but the method adopted reduces friction and wear 
of the chain. 

The ])illar is turned by a pair of hydraulic cylinders placed 
horizontally side by side in a casting on one side of the pedestal, 
with chains, multiplying sheaves and a drum fixed on the bottom of 
the pillar as before. The top bearing of the pillar is usually fitted 
with " live " or anti-friction rollers. The turning machinery is, in 
some cases, placed in a chamber under the level of the quay roadway, 
being covered in by cast-iron plates. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



One-hundred Ton Crane, 



203 



Sometimes these cranes are made to lift 50 tons and have an 
archway through the pedestal capable of allowing a locomotive to 
pass through, as shown in Fig. 157. This crane v/as designed to 
serve two graving docks lying side by side. 




Fig. 158. 
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When the crane has travelled to the end of these two docks the 
leg of the pedestal farthest from the dock edge is secured in a 
temporary pivot on the quay, and the crane turns round the pivot. 
It can then be moved along the side of the other dock, the distance 




Fig. 159. 

between the two docks being rather more than twice the span of the 
crane pedestal. 

With cranes above 50 tons lifting power the "roller path" type 
of crane is usually adopted (see Fig. 158), either with direct-acting 
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lifting cylinder as shown, or with chains or wire ropes as iDefore. 
The crane shown in the illustration can lift 100 tons ; the lift of the 
direct-acting cylinder being 50 feet, and the radius of load 55 feet. 
The crane is mounted on a ring of " live " or anti-friction rollers, and 
is turned by a hydraulic engine, with gearing acting on a circular 
rack. 

An auxiliary chain purchase capable of lifting 30 tons through 
•90 feet is provided, the direct-acting cylinder being swung in towards 
the jib when this purchase is in use. 

Coaling Cranes. 

A very important application of hydraulic power is that which 
deals with the shipment of coaL Fig. 159 shows a movable crane 
-designed for taking up a \yagon of coal and emptying it into a ship. 

The apparatus consists of three parts, the crane, the cradle and 
the cradle seat. The crane is very much like some of those described, 
with the addition of a special hydraulic cylinder for tipping the truck. 
The cradle and seat are so designed that there is no breach in the 
-continuity of the line of rails. The cradle sitting directly on the rails, 
is guided into place by the seat, which is fitted with ramps at each 
end so that trucks can easily be run on and off the cradle. The 
truck is prevented from running forward on the cradle when the latter 
is tipped over the ship's side by a pair of hooks engaging one of the 
.axles, as shown in the illustration. These hooks are mounted on a 
shaft, which can be turned down to disengage the truck. The trucks 
.are hauled by hydraulic capstans, which can also move the crane. 



Coal Hoists. 

This is another method of shipping coal. The most usual pattern 
•of hoist is shown in Fig. 160. 

The loaded truck is run on to a cradle at the quay level, and is 
raised by direct-acting hydraulic cylinders placed directly under the 
•cradle to such a height as may be necessary. 

The cradle is fitted with a tipping frame which carries rails, on 
which the truck rests. This frame is hinged at the front of the cradle 
and at the rear end is connected to the plunger of an oscillating 
hydraulic cylinder fixed to the under side of the cradle, so that when 
this cylinder is brought into operation the truck is tipped into the 
shoat on the front of the hoist framing. This shoot is adjustable to 
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suit the level of the ship. The framing for guiding the cradle and 
carrying the shoot is of iron or steel, and on one side of it is fitted an 
auxiliary or anti-breakage crane by which when first starting to load 




Fig. 1 60. 

a ship the coal, if of a friable nature, can be lowered in a box from 
the nose of the shoot to the bottom of the ship until a sufficient cone 
of coal is formed in the liold to break the fall of the remainder. 

The empty trucks in this case are run off on a viaduct, which is 
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connected with an inclined plane, and are not lowered directly to the 
quay level. 

Where hopper wagons have to be dealt with, the under side of 
the cradle is fitted with an inclined hopper or shoot, and the cradle 
is raised until the nose of this shoot is in hne with the rear end of 
the main shoot. In some cases the cradles are lifted by chains and 
ropes. Provision is usually made in this, as in all good hoists, for 
balancing the dead weight of the cradle, and sometimes that of the 
truck also. Sometimes coal-hoists are made movable along the quay 
to suit the various hatches of the ship. 

The cranes referred to in the foregoing pages are all by Messrs. 
Sir W. G. Armstrong & Co. There are, of course, many other forms 
of hydraulic crane, and other makers. In some foundry cranes, for 
instance, a horizontal tie similar to that shown in Fig. 149 is em- 
ployed, the load being suspended from a little carriage which can 
run along the tie, pressure-water being used to lift the load, which is 
" traversed " by hand ; or in some cranes the three operations of 
lifting, traversing and slewing are performed by three separate 
cylinders. 

The hydraulic " centre crane " of Messrs. Tannett, Walker & Co., 
is ingenious in that the central ram supports the weight and acts as a 
guide in lowering and raising the load, there being two smaller side 
rams which are employed to lift the load. In other words, the 
pressure water acting on the central ram supports the dead weight of 
the crane, &c., whilst the pressure acting on the side rams overcomes 
the net load to be raised. Thus water is economised, for the water 
under the central ram is returned again to the mains as the crane is 
lowered* One side ram only may be used to lift small loads, both 
acting when the full load is raised, and thus a variable power and 
water consumption are obtained. 



XXI. 
HYDRAULIC LIFTS. 

Passenger Lifts. 

The increasing value of land in cities, necessitating increased height 
of houses, has rendered a lift an almost indispensable adjunct of 
modern civilisation. A good lift, well designed in every detail, and 
well constructed, provides for almost every contingency which can 
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arise in connection with its use. Failure of the valve, Over-travel, 
failure or fracture of the suspending ropes or supporting ram, leakage, 
-too high speed, are all taken into account and provided against in a 
high-class lift. But these provisions cost money, hence a really good 
lift cannot be had at a low price. 

To erect a cheap unsafe passenger-lift is not only to be " penny 
wise and pound foolish," but it is morally criminal. A merchant 
who would not trust his own person inside an unsafe vehicle, has no 
right to expect his employees to use daily a lift which is dangerous 
to life and limb. Proprietors of hotels and other places of public 
resort are likely, for their own credit, to be careful in this matter, but 
£ill lifts for the use of passengers should be inspected and licensed by 
some competent authority, such as the Board of Trade. If this were 
done the familiar heading "Another Lift Accident," would probably 
50on disappear from the daily newspapers. 

Hydraulic Lifts. 

The old mechanical lift, worked by ropes or pitch-chain and 
pulleys, continually moving up and down so long as the shafting 
driving it revolved, had its day, and despite its dangerous character 
is still used. For purposes where safety is a first consideration, 
however, the hydraulic lift alone is employed. 

It is difficult now to determine with certainty who first constructed 
a hydraulic lift ; probably Lord Armstrong, who is said to have 
employed one of his cranes to raise and lower in the vertical shaft of 
z. warehouse or workshop, a cage containing goods. The extension 
of our systems of hydraulic power co-operation has rendered the 
hydraulic hoist, or lift, one of the most popular and common of the 
many applications of pressure water to ordinary operations. The 
principle of a hydraulic lift is exceedingly simple, yet a perfect and 
safe lift is by no means easy to construct. 

In our pressure mains is water, every pound of which at any 

v^ . . 

given point possesses energy ^ -j f- 2 • 3 / ft.-lbs., because it is 

2 g 

h feet above datum, is moving at a velocity of v feet per second, and 
is at a pressure of/ lbs. per square inch. 

The energy represented by the first two terms is not available, to 
any considerable extent, for doing work in the cylinder of a lift. We 
may take the last term as representing the energy of each pound. 
A hydraulic lift is an appliance which takes this energy and trans- 
forms it into the potential energy of goods or people at the higher 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Direct' Acting Lift, 209 

levels served by the lift. Both these are high forms of energy, so we 
expect, and indeed obtain, a high efficiency from the apparatus. 

Direct-acting Hydraulic Passenger-Lift. 

There is no doubt that most people feel more safe, in a lift, if they 
can see how it is supported and moved. The feeling of safety is 
greatly increased if the passenger can see that the cage is Jfus/ied up 
by a ram instead of being pulled up by chains or ropes, because in 
the latter case the thought of what would occur if the ropes were 
to break, interferes with one's comfort. It is quite true that the 
direct-acting lift, without any balancing arrangement, consisting of 
a cage or room resting on and attached to a ram, which works 
vertically in a long cylinder, and is supported by water, is a very safe 
and simple appliance. Unfortimately such an arrangement is usually 
expensive, for each lift of the cage will use as much pressure-water as 
is required to fill the space left by the rising ram. On account of 
this expense, and the first cost entailed by sinking a well for the long 
cylinder to a depth of 60 or 100 feet, to say nothing of the making 
and jointing of the ram and cylinder (these items of first cost being 
common to all direct-acting lifts), this simple form of lift is not so 
much used as one might expect. Where a plentiful supply of water 
at a comparatively low pressure is available, it offers the advantages 
of simplicity and safety. The direct-acting lift, with proper balancing 
arrangements, is very much used in cities provided with high-pressure 
supply, and is probably nearly as safe as a good suspended lift. It 
is worthy of note, however, in passing, that one or two recent fatal 
lift accidents have happened to direct-acting lifts. The feeling of 
greater safety in a direct-acting lift, due to the fact that the passenger 
can see how he is pushed up by a substantial-looking ram, is more or 
less illusory, if the comparison be made with a high-class suspended 
lift. For one thing, the direct-acting lift hardly affords the same 
facility for the use of a safety gear. 

In designing one of the simple direct-acting lifts the principal cal- 
culations are easy. Thus if the weight of the ram — i.e. the force neces- 
sary to support it when as far out of the press as it can go — is W lbs., 
that of the cage w lbs., and the load L lbs., the pressure of the water 
being/ lbs. per square inch, then the cross-section of the ram, a square 
inches, is given by w + «/4.L=/^ 

if friction be neglected ; or, if the average force necessary to over- 
come friction be 20 per cent, of the total load, 
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Suppose, for example, W is 1500 lbs., a/ 1220 lbs., the load to 
be raised 11 20 lbs., and the least diameter of ram consistent with its 
use as a strut is 8 inches ; find the pressure of the water. 

12 (1500 4- 1220 -f 1120) 

10 -7854 X 8^ ~^' 

or/ is 91*67 lbs. per square inch. A slightly greater pressure in 
the supply pipes would be necessary, owing to the resistance of the 
valve, &c. 

If we attempt to use this lift with a high-pressure supply of, say, 
700 lbs. per square inch, we find that the area of the ram is 

12 (1500 4- 1220 -h 1120) _ 
10 700 

or a is 6*58 square inches, or its diameter is 2*89 inches, which 
would be much too thin for a long column such as this ram. 

This shows the necessity for some sort of pressure-diminishing 
arrangement where high-pressure supply is used. 

In places where the lift can be worked, not from pressure mains 
connected with an accumulator, but from a tank or the ordinary- 
domestic supply, the objection of the too great ram diameter neces- 
sary for strength, giving too high a force, does not apply. 

For instance, in the above case, if we have a comparatively low 
lift and know that from strength considerations the ram should be 

5 inches in diameter, the pressure of our water will be — '^ ^^ ^ 
^ -7854x5' 

= 195*5 lbs. per square inch neglecting friction, or 234*6 lbs. per 
square inch, allowing 20 per cent, for friction. If this water comes 
from a tank or reservoir, the height of the water in it must be at 
least 234*6 X 2*3, or 539^ feet above the level of the hoist. If 
the actual head available is 200 feet, we must increase the diameter 
of our ram to 8*27 inches. 

The ram diameter can thus be determined for the pressure avail- 
able, but if too great, will give rise to constructive difficulties and 
expense, as well as greater friction. 

We are here neglecting the fact that the apparent weight of the 
ram which has to be considered, is not really a constant thing at all, 
but becomes greater, the further the ram. emerges from its cylinder. 
You know that a stone is more easily lifted if immersed in water ; 
that, in fact, any body seems to lose, through immersion in water, 
an amount of weight equal to the weight of the water it displaces. This 
should be taken into account in any perfect balancing arrangement, 
but if the pressure is high, it is not of much practical importance. 
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Fig. 162. 



You see, then, that with 
high-pressure water, if we 
make the ram of sufficiently 
large diameter to stand the 
stresses to which it is sub- 
jected as a strut, the pres- 
sure on it will be much 
too great, causing too rapid 
motion, unless we reduce 
the pressure of the water 
somehow, say, by the waste- 
ful method of throttling. 

Again, it would be very 
wasteful to take water from 
our pressure mains and 
employ it to raise a dead 
weight, such as that of the 
ram and cage, which, in de- 
scending, would give back 
none of the energy spent on 
it; and repeat this operation 
hundreds of times a day. 
Some sort of balance, there- 
fore, becomes a necessity. 
Various balancing devices 
will be described presently. 
Fig. 161 shows the general 
arrangement of a good 
modern direct-acting lift. 

The room, or cage 
(usually called "the lift") 
consists of a well-finished 
and comfortably uphol- 
stered room, moving verti- 
cally in a square shaft or 
well-hole adjoining the stairs 
of the building. The cage 
or room is securely fastened 
to the top of a long ram, 
which works watertight 
through the gland and stuff- 
ing-box — very similar to 
that of a steam engine 
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cylinder — of a press sunk deeply into the earth. In the, cellar to 
the right is seen the hydraulic balance (to be more fully described), 
with its feed-pipe from the mains and the service pipe from it to the 
lift cylinder. 

The valve by which the motion of the lift is controlled is shown 
worked by a rope passing up through the cage. 

Hydraulic Suspended Lifts. 

Before referring more fully to methods of balancing, it may be 
well to consider a good modern suspended lift. Fig. 162 shows the 
kind of lift which has been fitted throughout the Imperial Institute, 
London, by Messrs. Archibald Smith and Stevens. The cage is sus- 
pended by four steel wire ropes, each of which is of sufficient strength 
to bear the entire load with perfect safety. The cage is carried in 
an iron cradle, and is fitted with a safety gear of a very ingenious 
kind, which comes into action stopping the cage, if any one of the 
ropes stretches or breaks. The speed can be increased to 500 feet 
per minute — which would be impossible with direct-acting lifts — but 
200 feet per minute is the limit recommended. The lift is simple, 
and no deep bore-hole for the lift cylinder is required, as it can be 
placed in any convenient position, the motion of the ram being mag- 
nified by pulleys as shown. As regards cost, it is said that in London 
the cost of moving a load of 10 cwt. up and down three times does 
not exceed one penny. 

Arrangements of the "Otis Elevator." 

The Otis Elevator Company — ^the pioneers in the branch of en- 
gineering devoted to lift construction — adopt an arrangement of 
cylinder and valves whicn is worthy of careful consideration. 

The arrangement is shown diagrammatically in Fig. 163, where A is 
the cage, B the wire rope carrying it (in practice there zxtfour ropes), 
passing over the guide pulley C and the pulley D on the end of, the 
rod of the piston F, which works in the hydraulic lift cylinder G. 

It is evident that to lift the cage A the piston F must be forced 
downwards. The pressure water — either from pressure mains or a 
tank at a sufficient height — is admitted at H to the valve box, in 
which the slide valve K works. F moving downwards, it is evident 
that the water under F must escape, which it does by the lescape or 
discharge pipe J, passing to J through the inner or exhaust space of 
the valve. 
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The position of the valve shown in Fig. a corresponds with the 
upward journey of the cage A; that in Fig. )8, where the admission 
port 2 and the escape pipe 4 are both covered by the flanges of the 
valve, represents the position of things when the cage is stationary ; 
and that shown in Fig. y represents the position for the downward 
journey of the cage. The cage which, even when empty, is suffi- 
ciently heavy to draw the piston F up, does so, and the water above 
the latter passes through the passages 2 and 3 into the lower end of 
the cylinder, the escape port 4 and the inlet i being both closed. 

It is evident that, by slightly opening the passages 2 and 4, the 
motion of the cage may be varied at will within certain limits. This 
throttling, however, is wasteful of energy. The movement of the 
valve is effected by the handrope N, passing up through the cage. 
This acts on the lever L, and on the valve, the rope being kept taut 
by the lever M. 

By gradually closing the ports the motion of the cage can be 
reduced very gradually. If by inadvertence the inlet port is not 
closed when the cage reaches the top of its ascent, the piston F, in 
its further descent, covers the outlet passage 3, the piston being forced 
to stop, having a quantity of unyielding water in front of it. In a 
similar way, if the valve is not moved to the proper position in the 
downward journey, the piston covers passage 2 and is compelled to 
stop. A safety valve is provided to prevent undue pressure due to 
sudden closing of the passages, by hand or otherwise. This arrange- 
ment of allowing the exhaust water, during descent, to merely pass 
round into the other end of the cylinder, is a most important feature, 
because it is hardly possible that this transfer can take place with 
sufficient rapidity to permit a very sudden descent of the cage. With 
such an arrangement, an accident like that which took place recently 
in London, referred to later on, is impossible, at least during descent. 

This arrangement also obviates the difficulty met with in some 
suspended hydraulic lifts, where, if the cage, in its downward course, 
meets with an obstruction, the ram and ropes go on slacking out, and 
the sudden removal of the obstacle may cause an accident on account 
of the quantity of rope which has been paid out. Even if an acci- 
dent do not occur, the ropes are liable to leave the pulleys when very 
•slack. The Otis arrangement prevents these troubles, as the stoppage 
of the cage merely stops the ram, since it is the excess weight of cage 
which pulls the ram up, and if this excess weight is removed the 
piston stops, both sides of it being subjected to the same water 
pressure. 

The actual construction of the lift differs from that shown in 
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detail, but the principle is the same. Thus, there are four ropes 
instead of one, as shown, two piston rods alongside of each other, 
joined to the one piston, thus facilitating the fixing of the loose 
pulley D ; and a balance weight, nearly balancing the weight of the 
cage, is fixed under D. The valve, instead of being a flat shde valve, 
as shown in the figure, is a piston valve, which, of course, works much 
more freely under heavy pressure, and also allows a series of perfora- 
tions in the covers of the ports, which are gradually closed by the 
valve. The hand-rope acts on a rack and pinion, instead of on the 
lever shown, but the principle is that adopted by the company for 
lifts not over, say, 66 feet. 

For higher lifts the column of water under the piston would 
exceed 33 feet, and would no longer be supported by atmospheric 
pressure. The lift cylinder can, however, be placed horizontally and 
further guide pulleys employed, or the cylinder can be sunk under 
the level of the escape water, for higher elevation. The Otis Com- 
pany jhave 520 "elevators" in New York alone, of which 130 have 
lifts of from 100 to 150 feet. 

In connection with the 4000 or so lifts they have erected, no 
serious accident is, we believe, recorded, clearly demonstrating the 
superior properties of a well-designed suspended lift. 

So far as the author is aware, this company does not use hydraulic 
balances, employing the deadweight already noted. The annular 
piston area only is employed for lifting, hence the hydraulic balance 
is less required in this than in direct-acting lifts. 

The method of reducing the pressure by throttling, already noticed, 
though very convenient, and a valuable means of adding to the 
smoothness of the motion at stopping or starting, is wasteful, and not, 
in principle, a desirable thing. 

The annular volume has to be filled with water each time the 
piston descends or the load is raised ; this water passes round to the 
other end of the cylinder as the cage is lowered, and to the exhaust 
on next lift of cage. Hence a volume of pressure water equal to the 
annular volume is used each lift of the cage. The annular volume 
may, however, be made sufficiently small to prevent excessive cost of 
water. 

These lifts are most frequently actuated by water from the 
■ordinary domestic supply mains, from a tank, or from a private 
pumping plant on the premises. 

The arrangements for packing the piston and piston rods are 
good. The piston being at the bottom of its stroke, the cover of 
the lower end of the cylinder is taken off and new rings put in. The 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Safety Gears for Lifts. 217 

piston rods are packed in the usual way with glands and stuffing- 
boxes, which are of course readily accessible. 

The safety-gear of this lift is described under the separate heading 
"Safety Gears." 

In the Commercial Buildings, New York, no less than 67,000 
persons are raised and lowered per day by Otis lifts. This com- 
pany also supplied the principal lifts of the Eiffel Tower, and more 
recently the lifts of the Glasgow Harbour tunnel, of which a brief 
description is given at page 237. 

Safety Gears. 

Many safety gears or safety catches for lifts have been designed, 
only two or three of which, however, are really reliable. The 
commonest form of safety gear for a suspended lift is one in which 
the suspending ropes are attached to levers, which bear cams or 
latches at their outer ends, these cams being kept from coming in 
contact with the guides by the pull of the suspending ropes. A 
spring is usually provided which brings the cam into contact as soon 
as the rope breaks or slacks sufficiently. The difficulty with such an 
arrangement is that, if the springs are strong enough to make the 
cams act as really effective brakes on the cage in case of fracture of 
the ropes, they will probably cause the safety apparatus to act each 
time the cage starts downwards. Since the cage, load and ram 
constitute a considerable mass, and have therefore great inertia, they 
resist being set in motion even by gravity. Hence, when the cage 
is stationary, just before descending, the suspending ropes must slack 
out freely in order that the cage may promptly start its downward 
journey. This is the opportunity of the spring-impelled safety catch, 
and if sufficiently active to be a real safeguard, it is difficult to prevent 
it from acting when not required. 

It must be remembered too^ that ropes seldom break quite 
through, and the back drag of a portion of a broken rope, with a 
gear of this sort, may be sufficient to prevent it from acting even 
when the cage is falling. 

Safety Gear of the Reliance Lift. 

The safety gear of the class of lift erected at the Imperial Institute 
is shown in Fig. 1 64. Hundreds of these lifts have been erected in 
Great Britain, the Colonies and India, with a record of absolute 
immunity from accident. The gear, as will be seen from an ex- 
amination of the figure, has no springs, and it is actuated by the entire 
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suspended weight. The lift is suspended by four ropes, two on each 
side of the cage, each rope A being secured to the horizontal arm 
of a bell crank B. The vertical arms of the two bell cranks — referring 
to one side of the cage as shown in the figure — are joined together 
by a bar C, so that the bell cranks must imove simultaneously. 
Under ordinary conditions, the two ropes being equally tight, the 
horizontal forces of the two cranks inwards are equal, and hence 
these forces neutralising each other the cage is suspended sym- 




Fig. 164. 



metrically with respect to the guides G G. Two cams F F are 
provided having projecting lugs, which engage with corresponding 
projections on the bar C. It will also be noticed that the cam-shafts 
E E are coupled together, so that if one cam engages with the guide 
all must grip together. If a cam once comes in contact with the 
guide, any tendency of the cage to descend only intensifies the grip. 
Suppose one of the ropes A to slacken, then the other rope having 
more than its share of the weight to support, causes an extra horizontd 
force on the bar C, which, acting against the diminished force due to 
the other lightly loaded crank, moves the cage over, and the cam on 
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the former side comes in contact with the guide, immediately causing 
all the cams to grip and arresting the cage. Thus the gear does not 
usually wait till the rope actually breaks, but acts on that stretching 
taking place which usually precedes fracture. ^'- This gear often acts 
by the stretching of a sound rope under ordinary conditions, but this 
only calls attention to the fact that the rope requires tightening by 
the means provided for that purpose. If the gear acts through the 
stretching or breaking of a rope, the cage can readily be drawn up to 
the floor above so that the passengers may alight, the cams only pre- 
venting downward motion. If all the ropes broke absolutely simul- 
taneously, the gear might not prevent an accident, if the cage were 
to drop without one or other of the cams touching. But such a thing 
is almost impossible, and the addition of a spring — ^which, however, 
it is as well to avoid for the reasons already given — ^would provide 
for even this exceedingly remote contingency. Any safety gear which 
only comes into use in case of an accident, and is never used under 
the regular working conditions, generally fails when required, having 
become clogged or oxidised through want of use. The common test 
of cutting the ropes immediately above the cage, is one that a very 
imperfect gear will satisfy, since the back drag of a portion of a 
broken rope, which would prevent the gear from acting during an 
accident, is absent. 

Safety Gear or Catch of the Otis Lift. 

The cage, as already stated, is carried by four ropes. These ropes 
pass first to an iron yoke which surmounts the cage, and thence in 
two pairs down two opposite sides of the cage to suspending eyes, 
which carry the cross-piece on which the cage rests. This cross-piece, 
the top yoke and oblique ties, form the framework containing the 
cage, this framework carrying four gun-metal guide sleeves, which 
shde up and down on planed hardwood guides. 

The ropes are not attached directly to the lower cross-piece, but 
to a lever or balance-beam, which has its centre of oscillation 2 
(Fig. 165) in the cross-piece, and its ends i and 3 receive the pull 01 
the two ropes directly. If any one of the ropes stretches, the balance 
beam rises at one side or the other, any such rise causing the catch- 
wedge to grip and arrest the cage in its descent. For instance, if the 
rope at I is a little too tight, the end i of the balance beam rises 
above its normal horizontal position, causing its head 5 to strike the 
gripping lever 6, 4, and so forcing the wedge at the right of the guide 
to grip. Each time this wedge is driven home that in the oppo- 
site end of the cross-beam is also tightened as the spindle 6 of the 
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gripping lever passes through to the other side of the cage, there 
carrying a similar lever, which, being like this one, fast on the spindle, 
must act when the nearer one acts. If rope 3 is too tight, 3 on 
rising strikes the gripping lever at 4, also causing the wedge to act. 
When the cage is thus arrested it is only necessary to move the valve 
so as to raise the cage a little in order to free the wedges and allow 




Fig. 165. 

ascent of the cage, a weak spring relieving the wedge. This is one 
of the few safety devices which is really safe. 

Safety Gear to prevent Excessive Speed. 

Both in this, and the Reliance lift already described, there is one 
possible but extremely improbable kind of accident which the gear does 
not seem quite able to meet, that is the simultaneous breakage of all 
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the ropes. Such an accident is unheard of, as each rope will bear the 
whole load on the four with a factor of safety of about 14, but in 
some of the Otis lifts even this contingency is provided for by a 
separate safety device, which is intended to prevent excessive speed 
either of ascent or descent. 

It is possible that a person unaccustomed to the handling of the 
lift might, with an excessive load, open the valve too far and allow 
too rapid a descent. 

This "regulator" consists of a centrifugal governor, which is 
actuated by a light endless wire-rope or belt attached to the cage, 
the rope above and below running over idle pulleys. This rope can 
be gripped and held fast by a clamp near the regulator ; the clamp 
acts as soon as a certain pre-arranged speed is exceeded. The rope 
being held fast, is left behind by the cage in its descent, and a nut 
fastened on the rope strikes a lever, which in turn acts on the safety 
wedge causing the latter to grip, and stop the cage. 

In the illustration (Fig. 166) the regulator is shown in the posi- 
tion it would assume on the speed exceeding the allowed limit. The 
governor balls diverging, have actuated the sleeve lever and crank 
which cause the rope to be caught just to the left of the upper guide 
pulley. The way in which the relative motion of the cage to the now 
stationary, or even slowly moving, rope, is made use of to actuate 
the gripping wedge is readily seen from the figure, the little projecting 
toe a^ seen to the left, being fast on the common axle of the nearer 
pair of gripping levers. Such an arrangement should be fixed to all 
direct-acting hoists and then an accident like that which we had lately 
in London would be impossible. It is likely, however, that direct- 
acting lifts, now that their absolute safety is no longer certain, will 
be less used in future, a first class suspended lift possessing many 
advantages. Many suspended lifts of the cheaper kind are, however, 
very dangerous, and ought not to be used by passengers. 

Balancing Arrangements. 

As a considerable portion of the load raised each upward journey 
is a dead load consisting of the weight of the cage and at least part 
of the ram, it is evident that it would be a very wasteful method, 
to abstract each time as much energy from our pressure mains as 
would raise this load, without receiving any return. Hence some 
system of balancing becomes a necessity, by means of which the 
<^onstant load may be eliminated from the bill of energy required. 
There are many methods of balancing, the simplest being by the use 
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of a counterweight, in other words dead weights are made to balance 
dead weights, or the lift is made fairly balanced when unloaded. 
For the direct-acting lift a counterweight 
balance is very easy to arrange. 



Counterweight Balances. 



Fig. 167 shows such a balance. There 
may be two fixed pulleys at the top instead of 
one as here shown. If we imagine the cage and 
ram to weigh w lbs. — supposing the apparent 
weight of the latter to be constant, which is 
not true — then if our counterweight is w lbs. 
there will be. balance in the position shown, 
though in other positions the weight of the 
chain attaching the counterweight to the cage 
may introduce discrepancies. In practice it is 
found best not to balance all the dead weight, 
or in other words, to have the balance weight 
a little too small so that the cage may readily 
be lowered when empty. The apparent weight 
of the ram is noty however, a constant thing 
at all, as has already been observed, and it 
is easy to counteract this want of uniformity 
of weight by the varying balancing force due 
to the chain. As the ram rises out of the 
water the weight to be balanced increases^ 
this increase being the weight of the column of 
water which now occupies the place lately 
occupied by the ram. Thus if the ram rises 
one foot a column of water one foot long and 
of the same diameter as the outside of the ram 
must enter the cylinder. The weight of this 
column is the weight apparently added to the 
ram. But at the same time our ram, in moving 
up one foot, moves the chain so that A (Fig. 
167) is shortened one foot, whilst B is length- 
ened one foot, the balancing effect being the 
same as if the chain had remained stationary 
and two feet more of the same chain had 
been fastened on at B. To have perfect balance, therefore, two 
feet of chain should weigh the same as the water column displaced 
by one foot of the ram. It is not difficult to construct such a chain 






Fig. 167. 
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or rope. Suppose we take a 7-inch ram, the weight of a column of 
water one foot long and 7 inches in diameter is'7854X7^Xi2X 
• 036 = 16 • 62 lbs., and our chain or rope must weigh 8*31 lbs. per foot. 

In the case of low-pressure lifts where the diameter of the ram 
is considerable, this matter of the varying apparent weight of the ram 
must be attended to, but in high-pressure lifts, especially suspended 
lifts, it is not of much importance, though usually given great promi- 
nence to in books. For instance, take our 5-inch ram, let it be 60 feet 
long, the extreme variation in weight is only 508 * 8 lbs., and if the 
weight of ram and cage is, say two tons, the variation is about one- 
eighth of the dead weight to be balanced — a not very serious fraction. 
If, however, a suspended lift be employed, the ram being vertical as 
in the direct lift, the length of ram necessary would probably not be 
more than one-sixth of the lift, and the variation of its apparent 
weight of very little consequence. In using counterweight balances 
it is best to have two balance weights and two ropes or chains so as 
to avoid overhead gear. 

One rather grave defect introduced by such balances is Ihe pro- 
duction of tension in the upper part of the ram. The ram and cage 
seem to be pushed up from beneath, but as a matter of fact, the ram 
is pushed up from beneath by the water pressure, and pulled up at 
the top by the balance weight. The water pressure has only to 
overcome the net load, whilst the balance weight has to overcome 
the dead weights, much greater in amount. To cite one usual case, 
the ram is pushed up from beneath by a force of half a ton and 
pulled up at the top by a force of 2 tons. It is evident there- 
fore, that the upper part of the ram, together with the fastenings 
joining the ram to the cage, are in tension, and that the neutral 
surface dividing the region of tension in the ram from that of com- 
pression, is continually altering down and up as the ram moves up 
and down. The lift is, therefore, really a suspended one with tension 
in theram^ which is not so well calculated to bear tension as the wire 
ropes of a suspended lift. Should the ram or fastenings fail, the cage 
will be pulled up by the balance weight, and a serious accident will 
ensue — such an accident has happened, and is referred to later on. 
The method of applying a balance weight adopted in the case of the 
Otis elevator, however, completely obviates this difficulty. 

Hydraulic Balances. 

It is now almost the universal custom in the highest class of 
English lifts — especially if served from high-pressure street mains- 
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to have hydraulic balances. Most of those in use are due to Mr, 
Ellington. The simplest is the dead-weight hydraulic balance shown 
in Fig. 168* It consists of a wide cylinder B with a piston A and a 
very large piston rod bearing cylindric weights W. The pressure 
water from the mains enters, at P, the annular space above A and 
presses A downwards, the water below A being forced out at Q into 
the lift cylinder. In fact A in its downward stroke displaces as much 
water as fills the lift cylinder, which on the fall of the lift is forced 
back again under A. It is evident that the arrangement acts as a 
" diminisher " (a reversed intensifier), for, neglecting friction, the 
pressure per square inch below A, 
multiplied by the full area of A, is 
equal to the intensity of pressure 
above A multiplied by the annular 
area of the upper side of A. In other 
words, if the pressure from the mains 
is, say, 11 20 lbs. per square inch, and 
the annular area half the full area of 
A, the pressure in the lift cylinder will 
be about half 11 20 or 560 lbs. per 
sq. inch. This is a great advantage 
when using high-pressure water, as the 
ram can now be made of sufficient 
diameter to give the requisite stiffness. 

As the lift descends A and W are 
raised, the water above A passing 
out to the exhaust (not shown) ; and 
when the starting valve is opened — 
the exhaust being closed — the balance 
piston and weight fall, raising the lift, 
ram and cage. 

The annular area above A is calculated so that the high-pressure 
water acting on it will about raise the net load in the cage, the weight 
W and piston nearly balancing the weight of the lift-ram and cage. 
Hence (approximately) energy equivalent only to the raising of the 
net load is required each journey, whereas, if no balance were used 
the full amount of gross load would have to be raised by the water 
from the pressure mains. The second useful function of acting as a 
diminisher is also fulfilled, and the head of water over A increasing 
slightly as A falls or the lift rises gives a slight increase of pressure ; 
but not usually enough to balance completely the increase of apparent 
weight of the lift ram. It will be seen that A is packed by " cup " 




Fig. 168. 
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leathers, and whilst this gives rise to only a small amount of friction, 
it has the practical disadvantage of all internal packings, requiring the 
removal of the balance weights and piston before the packing can be 
renewed. 

For this reason balances with external pack- 
ings are generally preferred. The piston-rod 
packing is not shoMTi, but may be either of the 
well-known gland and stuffing-box kind, or leathers 
may be used. 

Movable Cylinder Balances. 



The balance shown in Fig. 169 is also often 
used with high-pressure supply. It consists of a 
cylinder F, divided into -two parts, and movable 
vertically on two hollow rams P and Q. Heavy 
weights (not shown) are hung from F. The supply 
enters by Q, and P leads to the lift cylinder. The 
water in the lower part of F does not pass away 
to exhaust, but a portion of it simply moves back- 
wards and forwards to and from the lift cylinder 
as the cage ascends and descends, sufficient high- 
pressure water entering at Q to supply the de- 
ficiency that would otherwise be left in the upper 
part of F each downward journey which it makes, 
i.e. on each upward journey of the lift. On the 
downward journey of the lift F moves up, and the 
surplus water in the upper part passes off to ex- 
haust. It will be seen that the arrangement acts 
as a diminisher ; for if the internal cross-section of 
Q be ^ square inches, that at P being A square 
inches, the pressure of water in Q = ^ lbs. per 
square inch, that in P, / lbs. per square inch, then, 

neglecting friction, axq=A.XJ>, oxp= — ^, 



the lift supply being equal to the high-pressure 
Fig. 169. supply multiplied by the ratio of the smaller area 

to the greater. 

This balance has the great practical advantage of being packed 

with external packings^ which, as will be seen from the figure, are of the 

usual gland and stuffing-box order. Thus the packings of the balance 

cylinder can be renewed without the necessity for removing any 
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weights or withdrawing a ram, and hence the lift will only be out of 
use from this cause for a very short time, or the packing can be done 
after business hours. 
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Fig. 170. 



A form of balance very similar in principle to the above, but 
which is more in favour with the best makers, is shown in Fig. 170, 
where, as before, there is a movable cylinder with balance weights 
attached to it, moving on two fixed hollow rams. In this case, how- 
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ever, the lower ram embraces the cylinder, instead of entering it, as 
in the last case. The figure shows clearly the construction and action 
of the balance, and it will be seen that the pack- 
ings are external, as before. This is the form 
of balance usually employed with high-class lifts 
like the " Reliance " lift, already described. In 
none of these is any attempt made to balance 
completely the varying weight of the ram due 
to varying immersion, though the varying head 
of water in the balance cylinder, as has already 
been pointed out, effects a small change of 
pressure tending in the right direction. 

In the form of balance shown in Fig. 171, 
this varying apparent weight is balanced com- 
pletely. The lift cylinder is in communication, 
by the pipe H, with the balance cylinder M, 
below which is a wider cylinder N. There is 
a piston to each, the two pistons being con- 
nected by a common rod D. The capacity of 
the annular space E E, below the upper piston, 
is, when that piston is at the top of its stroke, 
equal to the displacement of the lift ram. The 
annular area L of the lower piston, round D, is 
sufficient, when subjected to the working pres- 
sure, to lift the net load and overcome friction ; 
whilst the full area of the upper piston G is 
calculated, when subjected to the same pressure, 
to balance approximately the weight of the cage 
and ram. 

Suppose the lift ram to be at the bottom 
of its stroke ; then, when the starting valve is 
opened by the attendant in the lift pulling the 
hand-rope, pressure water is admitted to the two 
cylinders at B and K. The pressure on the two 
pistons G and L causes them to descend, forcing 
water from E E to the lift cylinder through H. 
The lift ram ascends, and in doing so gets 
heavier, but the two balance pistons are descend- 
ing, and the weight of water over each increas- 
ing, so that the pressure through H is increasing 
just in the right proportion if all the areas and 
sizes have been properly calculated. When the 
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exhaust is opened, the water from C C only passes away, the weight 
of the ram and cage forcing the water from the lift cylinder back into 
E E. To make good leakage, the pressure water can be admitted by 
F under the lower piston, thus raising it. The lift ram being at the 
bottom of its stroke, water will flow past the leathers into the annular 
space and supply the deficiency. 

In usual working the pipe F is left open to the atmosphere. By 
closing it, however, a partial vacuum may be formed under L, which 
may be utilised on the next ascent of the lift to assist in raising the 
load, supposing that load to be a little in excess of the normal amount 
for which the lift is designed. If the lift is used for lowering goods 
only, this vacuum may be utilised, in some cases, to raise the empty 
cage without the expenditure of any supply water at all, though this 
is very seldom done, as it is not often that the packings are suffi- 
ciently air-tight for this purpose. 

It will be seen that this balance, unlike the others, acts as an 
intensifier ; for, supposing the supply to act only on G, the pressure 
of the lift cylinder acting at E E, or on the annular area of G, must 
be greater than the supply, to say nothing of the pressure on L. 
Hence this form of balance is usually employed with lifts worked by 
a low-pressure supply, and when direct-acting lifts are employed, as 
in that case only is it necessary to take the varying weight of the lift 
ram into account. 

The balance, as will be seen, is furnished with internal packings^ 
and is somewhat complicated ; hence it is not so much used as some of 
the others described, though many writers refer to it as if it were the 
only form of hydraulic balance worthy of notice. 

Valves for Lifts. 

The principal or controlling valve, by which the lift is raised and 
lowered at pleasure, is usually a slide valve ; this form of valve giving 
only a gradual opening or closing, and hence avoiding shock, relief 
valves being rarely necessary for high-pressure work. 

The form of valve used by some makers is shown in Fig. 172, 
where A is the valve worked by a rack on its upper side, engaging a 
pinion P, which is fast on the axle of the rope-wheel H. An endless 
rope engages H, and one portion of it passes up through the cage. 
When H is turned by the attendant pulling this rope, the slide 
A is moved as required. In the position shown in the figure, 
the lift branch pipe L is in communication with the exhaust E, 
and hence lowering takes place. When the slide is moved over to 
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the right, the supply S and lift L communicate, exhaust being 
closed, and heuce the lift rises. When the slide is moved over till 
B covers the port above L, the lift is stationary, as water cannot 

enter nor leave L. 
Another advantage of 
using a slide valve is 
that it may be only 
partially opened, thus 
checking the motion of 
the lift and prevent- 
ing too rapid descent. 
The slide A is usually 
of gun-metal, and works 
on a gun-metal seat. 
Means are provided for 
closing the valve auto- 
matically when the cage 
reaches the proper position; 
thus, should the attendant neg- 
lect his duty, over-travel is pre- 
vented. 

In low-pressure lifts an air- 
chamber is usually inserted be- 
tween the supply and the start- 
ing valve, to guard against 
shocks. 

Another form of slide valve, 
more in favour with the best 
makers, is shown in Fig* 173. 
It will be seen that this is an 
equilibrium valve of the piston 
type, and the figure shows 
clearly both the construction of 
the valve and the way in which 
it is moved. In the position 
shown the lift is stationary. If 
the valve is moved downwards, 
communication is opened be- 
tween the lift cylinder and ex- 
haust ; if moved upwards, pres- 
sure supply has access to the 

lift. 
Fig. 173. 
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Telescopic Lifts. 

These lifts are intended to obviate the difficulty of sinking a deep 
bore hole for a direct-acting lift, and yet not have a suspended cage. 
They were more noticed some years ago, before suspended lifts came 
into repute," than at present. The ram is made telescopic. At the 
bottom of each length a projection engages the next length of ram, 
within which it works, pulling it up, and it in turn pulls up the next, 
and so on. This catching of each length at a particular point in the 
stroke causes an unpleasant jerk, and the number of packing glands 
greatly increases the friction. Hence these lifts are not much in favour. 
Richmond's method of causing all the rams to advance together, the 
pressure water being allowed to pass, by a special passage, from the 
inside of one ram to the base of that working within it, is very 
ingenious, and prevents the jerky motion already referred to. The 
telescopic lift has too many internal packings. 

Rack lifts have also been used, the pressure water being used to 
drive a small motor, which actuates a pinion working into a rack 
supporting the cage of the lift. These lifts have not, however, come 
into general use. 

Lift Accidents. 

It has been shown that a really good lift, constructed on proper 
principles by a firm of repute, is as safe as any other means of loco- 
motion in common use. In fact, there are makers of first class lifts 
who have supplied thousands of them, and who can boast after many 
years' experience that no accident of a severe or fatal nature has ever 
happened through using one of their lifts. But lift accidents do occur, 
and mention may be made of one or two notable instances which 
seem to serve as warnings to owners and users of lifts. 

An accident happened some years ago to a lift in the Grand 
Hotel, Paris, where the connection between the cage and the ram gave 
way, and the cage was dragged upwards by the heavy counterweight 
balance, causing the death of several people, not by the cdigQ fallings 
as timid people usually dread, but by its being dashed against the top 
of the lift well-hole. This accident shows the one defect of a balance 
of this kind, but it is quite possible by good workmanship and careful 
design to render such an accident well-nigh impossible, even with 
such a balance. It will be noticed that this accident happened to a 
direct-acting lift. 

Another sad accident of recent date is of special importance to 
users and repairers of lifts. 
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On the 25th of Febraary, 1895, Mr. T. C. Read, the assistant 
chief surveyor at Lloyd's Registry, was killed by the falling of a lift 
at the offices of the Registry, White Lion Court, London. The Kft 
was a direct-acting one of 45 feet stroke, with a hydraulic dead- 
weight balance, similar to that shown in Fig. 168. A by-pass pipe 
was provided by which the pressure water could pass direct from the 
mains (of the London Hydraulic Power Company) to the lift, when, 
as on the fatal occasion referred to, the balance required re-packing. 
As it turned out, it is a pity that this pipe was ever put in, as, had it 
not been provided, the lift must have remained idle whilst repairs 
were in progress. On the date referred to, the packings of the 
hydraulic balance were being renewed, and the men were actually 
engaged on the work whilst the lift was working with water direct 
from the mains. Mr. Read had entered the lift, which ascended as 
far as the first floor, when the pipe joining the starting valve to the 
hydraulic balance suddenly hroke^ the water escaped rapidly, and the 
lift fell, Mr. Read being killed. > 

The piping had been tested to 2500 lbs. per square inch internal 
fluid pressure, whilst the pressure on this occasion was only 700 lbs. 
per square inch. It is believed that the pipe had been subjected to 
some kind of transverse stress, probably by allowing a weight to fall 
upon it, and the sudden shock of a passenger closing the valve 
quickly, produced the fracture. The lessons of this accident are, 
firsts avoid balances with internal packings, as the removal of the 
balance weights in this case may have had something to do with the 
accident, or, at any rate, with a packing of the external kind, renewal 
would have been the work of a few minutes only, and would probably 
have been undertaken at a time when the lift was not required; 
second, don't allow the lift to be used at all when undergoing repairs ; 
third, have a lift with proper safety gear, and preferably a suspended 
lift ; and fourth, don't allow passengers to work the lift themselves, 
but have an attendant, who will carefully move the valves, and save 
his wages by the longer life of the lift. If this is absolutely impossible, 
have starting valves and relief valves or air-charubers of a peculiar 
kind on the lift, which will make it impossible to produce shocks by 
sudden stoppage of the water moving under high pressure. 

People sometimes fall down the lift well on account of a door not 
having been properly fastened. " This can hardly be properly termed 
a lift accident. Usually the doors of lifts are fastened from the 
inside, and can be opened and closed only by some, one in the lift. 
Devices for automatically closing and opening the doors by the 
motion of the lift have been arranged, one recent form of which will 
now be referred to. 
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Automatic Gate for Lifts. 

To prevent the kind of accident referred to, the wells of lifts 
which are not in charge of an attendant should be fitted with auto- 
matically closing doors. There are many of these, but that of 
Mr. John Botterill of Leeds, shown in Figs. 174 and 175, is pne of 
the most recent and successful. The doors of the lift well are closed 
and opened by the motion of the lift. 

As will be seen from the illustrations, a curved plate or cam of 




Fig. 174. 



Fig. 175- 



wrought iron, shaped somewhat like a carriage spring with exagge- 
rated curvature, is attached to the side of the lift cage. To the 
framing of the lift well-hole, or to the slides which guide the cage, 
are attached, about 3 feet above each floor, a pair of cross-bars or 
rails, on which runs a little carriage with four wheels or rollers, 
resting two on each rail. To the back of the carriage, or side nearest 
the lift, is attached a bowl-shaped piece of iron, whilst on the nearer 
or outer side there is a small chain pulley. One end of a chain is 
attached to the lift framing, the chain is passed round the pulley just 
mentioned, over another pulley on the framing, then over two pulleys 
fastened to the ceiling, and from thence to the lift gate. 
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Fig. 174 shows the lift descending, the curved cam on it just 
coming into contact with the bowl on the inside of the carriage. As 
the lift descends the carriage is pushed backwards by the cam, the 
chain is pulled in and the gate is fully opened at the instant when the 
carriage reaches such a point of its path that the floor of the lift is 
level with that of the building, as shown in Fig. 175. 

On the further descent of the lift, the weight of the gate causes it 
to close as the carriage follows the upper portion of the cam. This 
action is repeated at every floor of the building. 

It should be noticed that the gate does not begin to open till the 
lift has half filled the doorway ; further, that the motion of the gate is 
twice as fast as that of the lift, and could be made even faster by the 
use of more multiplying pulleys ; but it must be pointed out that the 
introduction of further pulleys to secure quicker opening and closing 
would, other things being equal, necessarily increase the force required 
to move the apparatus. 

The gate is sufficiently high to prevent anyone from falling over 
it, and it cannot be moved by anyone in the lift. It closes without 
shock, and requires no floor space, with little danger of anyone 
being caught between it and the lift. These are matters which seem 
to render the arrangement a good one. 

Part of the weight of the gate can be counterbalanced, and thus 
little additional force is required to work the lift. 

The opening arrangements here shown at the side of the lift can 
readily be placed at the back, so as to be quite out of the way, or 
the reach of any mischievous person; or they can be completely 
covered over, as indicated in Fig. 175.* 

Efficiency of Hydraulic Lifts. 

The efficiency should always be calculated for a complete cycle 

W X H 

or journey. It is evidently > where W is the net load 

■^ ^ •" Z0 X 2*3 x/ 

raised through the lift H feet, iv being the net weight of pressure 

water used, and / the intensity of the pressure in lbs. per square inch, 

W and w being in lbs. Direct-acting lifts with good balancing 

arrangements may give 90 per cent., and suspended lifts from 70 to 

85 per cent, efficiency. Direct-acting lifts without counterbalances 

have a low efficiency. For instance, one with a 5-inch ram, using 

water at 150 lbs. per square inch, and raising a net load of half a ton, 

gives, by the above rule, about 30 per cent, efficiency. The rule is 

also applicable to hydraulic cranes. 

* See Appendix. 
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LIFTS FOR VEHICLES. 

Hydraulic Wagon Lifts. 

These lifts usually present few features requiring special notice* 
A simple form of the lift is* shown in Fig. 176, where the platform 







a I t a * a 10 IB ton 

I I I I I I — fc=bi^M^ 
Fig. 176. 

bearing the wagon is attached directly to the top of the ram, the 
dead weight of the lift being balanced by a counter-weight as 
shown. 

The form adopted at the Somers Town (London) goods station 
of the Midland Railway is of a somewhat novel character. It is 
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shown diagrammatically in Fig. 177, where the upper triangular 
portion of the figure represents the lift, which is supported by three 
rams, each working in its own cylinder, the central one B being the 
largest. Ram A is always connected to pressure, and simply 
balances the weight of the lift itself. Ram C is used to lift loads of 







Fig. 177. 

5 tons or under, B being then in communication with a return water 
tank, which is at a higher level than the lift, to keep its cylinder 
always full of water. When a load of over 5 tons is being lowered, 
the water which is under C is forced back into the pressure mains. 
Thus when, as at Somers Town, the lift is used most frequently to 
lower full wagons and lift empty ones, no pressure water is ulti- 
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tely wasted. If the descending load is less than 5 tons, C must 
nmunicate with the return water tank, and in this case pressure 
ler is lost. Ram B alone, if under pressure, raises loads up to 
tons. It must always discharge its water into the tank. Rams B 
I C together lift, under pressure, 20 tons. Thus interesting com- 
[=iations are possible by this system, with a considerable saving of 
fissure water. 

I Coal-tips on a similar principle are used at some of the stations 
this railway, a truck being elevated and " tipped '* by the action 
'three rams similar to those described. 



Lifts of the Glasgow Harbour Tunnel. 

These lifts, constructed by the Otis Elevator Co., Limited, and 
their well-known principle, are worked from a complete high- 
issure hydraulic installation, the maximum load being 6 tons and 
72 feet. There are six elevators or lifts, three for raising and 
ee for lowering vehicles for each of the two traffic tunnels, there 
ling a separate tunnel for passengers. The lowering lifts can also 
used for raising loads if required. 
^^1 The elevating cylinders are 13 inches in diameter with a minimum 
i^nf^ickness of 2^ inches of cast iron, and hav6 been tested to 1800 lbs. 
r square inch. The lowering cylinders are 1 1 J inches in diameter 
id of similar construction. The stroke of the working rams or 
dstons is one-sixth of the lift, the magnifying gear consisting of three 
sandem sheaves mounted in a travelling frame, as shown in Fig. 178. 
\ j^^^^he main and counterbalance sheaves are placed overhead as shown 
Tv in the illustration, and beneath the travelling sheaves balance weights 
istre suspended by steel rods ; the travelling sheave frames having also 
Islabs of cast iron bolted to them, thus bringing the total balance 
weight up to 16,000 lbs. to partially balance the dead weight of the 
lift cars. The main suspending rope is \ inch in diameter, consisting 
of six strands each of 18 steel wires, the strands being wound on a 
\ hemp core. Each rope is tested up to a load of 24 tons, and there 
are four ropes to each lift attached to clevises and adjustment rods. 
Each clevis-screw is attached to opposite ends of a double-fulcrumed 
lever, which acts on the safety-grips should a rope break. 

These safety-grips have teeth which engage the pitch-pine guides 
sideways, the guides being 5f inches wide and the gripping teeth only 
5 inches wide when in action. They are drawn into action, if the 
speed becomes excessive, by a governor placed on the overhead 
framework. 
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Fig. 179 shows the grips in their usual position, whilst Fig. 180 
rshows them in action. These have been subjected to the severe 





Fig. 179. 



Fig. 180. 



test of a load of S^j^si lbs., which after a free fall of 13J inches 

was arrested by them in a total drop of the car of 2 feet 10 inches, 

the average resisting force of 
each safety grip being 26,415 
lbs. 

The main valve works on 
the differential principle, the 
pressure acting constantly on 
its lower area which is half 
the upper area. When the 
top is open to exhaust, the 
valve rises ; when the top is put 
under the pressure it falls, these 
operations being controlled by 
. a pilot valve. An automatic 

^ S ' ^ j ^ !"'3 balanced lever arrangement is 

provided to stop the car when 
it has reached the end of its 
journey, as shown in Fig. 181 ; 
the stop-motion lever acting 
on the pilot valve,^ and if that 
fails to respond, on the main 
valve, moving the latter into 
the position required to bring 
the car to rest. 

For details of the lifts the 
reader is referred to issues 
of * Engineering ' for May and 

June 1895, from which our illustrations are, by courtesy of the 

editors, reproduced. 
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XXII. 

HYDRAULIC CANAL LIFTS, AND GRAVING 
DOCKS. 

In Fig. 182 is shown probably the most interesting canal lift in this 
country. It is the Hft of Messrs. Clark and Standfield, erected 
under the superintendence of Mr. Leader Williams, at Anderton, 
on the river Weaver; in Cheshire. The canal is 50 feet above the 
river, and the lift is constructed to raise boats from the river to the 
canal, and lower boats from the canal to the river — ^in fact, both 
operations are performed at the same time. There are two great 
wrought-iron tanks, each 75 feet long and 15^ feet wide, each carried 
on the top of a ram 3 feet in diameter, which can rise and fall in a 
hydraulic press, as shown by the right-hand figure, which is a cross- 
section. It is needless to say that the girder work necessary to carry 
this immense trough, and its load of water and boat, must be very 
strong and well designed. Each ram has to bear a load of 240 tons, 
giving a pressure of about a quarter of a ton per square inch in the 
press. Each end of a trough is furnished with a gate. When a 
trough is up, one gate is opened and the trough forms part of the 
aqueduct or canal, a barge floats into it, and the gate is closed. The 
trough is lowered, and when it reaches the lower level the other gate 
is opened and the trough forms part of the river. The full details 
of how the great presses are sunk into the ground, how a tunnel has 
been constructed to enable the packing-leathers to be examined, and 
how. the columns acting as guides to the troughs are stayed and 
supported, may be read in Mr. Duer's paper in the * Proceedings of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers,' vol. xlv. The reader will see 
that, in a case of this kind, the total weight to be lifted depends only 
on the height of the water in the trough. Suppose we put a boat 
into any vessel containing enough water to float it, then if we take 
out this boat and put in another, whether of the same or a different 
weight, if sufficient water be added or taken away to bring the level 
to what it was before, the total weight of boat and water is the same. 
This follows from the well-known fact in hydrostatics that a floating 
body displaces its own weight of the fluid in which it floats ; hence, if 
a heavier boat be put in it displaces more water, the excess being 
just equal to the excess of weight of the new boat over the old. In 
fact, if the level of the water be kept constant, the total weight is the 
same whether there be any boat in it or not. This suggested to the 
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designers an ingenious method of supplying part of the energy 
required to raise the lift. 

It will be seen from the section that one trough A rises, whilst 
the other B falls, there being a means of communication between the 
two presses. Suppose A to be up and forming part of the canal, B 
being down. It is of no consequence whether each contains a boat or 
not. Suppose there is 5 feet of water in A, and only 4 feet 6 inches of 
water in B, it is evident that the heavier weight A will fall, and the 
lighter B rise ; the ram under A forcing its water into the press 
under B since the pressure on the former is the greater. B will go 
on rising till the increased weight of its ram as it emerges from the 
press, together with the diminished weight of A's ram owing to greater 
immersion, balance the extra load A. In the actual case at Anderton, 
about eleven-twelfths of the work required to perform one lift is 
obtained by having the level of water 6 inches less in the ascending 
trough than in the descending one; the remaining one-twelfth is 
obtained from the accumulator, part of which will be seen in both 
views. 

The accumulator has a stroke of 13 feet 6 inches, with a ram 
I foot 9 inches in diameter. The engine and accumulator alone are 
capable of hfting one trough and its load, which may either be two 
small barges of 40 tons or one large one of 100 tons. The depth of 
water in the troughs is regulated by siphons, there being twelve to 
each trough, which reduce the level of water in the ascending trough 
to 4 feet 6 inches and keep the water level, and hence the load to be 
lifted, always of the proper amount, whatever the weight of the boat 
may be. The gates at the ends of the troughs are lifting gates, 
moving into position near similar gates in the canal and river. The 
gates are easily moved when the water is allowed to pass through a 
valve into the space between the two gates, i.e. the gate closing the 
aqueduct and that closing the end of the trough fitting it. 

The lift is capable of taking eight barges up and eight down per 
hour, and it can raise one load in three minutes. If this were done 
by locks it would take about one and a half hour per barge, using, of 
course a large amount of water. The lifting of one trough separately 
by the engine and accumulator alone takes about half an hour. 
Without the aid of the accumulator the 6 inches of extra depth of 
water in the descending trough will lift the load within 4 or 5 feet 
of the top. The waste in the operation — for it must not be sup- 
posed that there is no waste, although the ascending and descending 
weights may be equal — is, first, 6 inches of water over the area of 
one trough falling 50 feet = 1,800,000 foot-lbs. of energy. Second, 

R 
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the accumulator raises one trough through, say, the last 4 feet 6 inches 
of its lift = 240 tons raised through 4J feet, equivalent to 2,419,200 
foot-lbs. The total waste in one operation is therefore 4,219,200 
foot-lbs. If the same operation were performed by locks under 
favourable circumstances, they would require 14J feet depth of water 
of the area of one lock, falling 50 feet, equalling an expenditure of 
51,500,000 foot-lbs. of energy, about twelve times that required by 
the hydraulic lifts. Probably, however, the saving in time is the 
most important item, if the canal has a plentiful supply of water. 

The designer has stated that if he were designing another similar 
lift he would use only one ram and trough, with 'an engine and large 
accumulator, performing the operation directly, thus greatly reducing 
the first cost. It will be seen that in the double arrangement each 
trough in its turn acts as accumulator to the other. 

Canal Li-ft at Les Fontinettes. 

A somewhat similar lift has been erected at Les Fontinettes, near 
St. Omer, in France, by the same firm, to replace a flight of five 
locks, with a total fall of 43 feet. A general view of the lift is shown 
in Fig. 183.* The troughs are about twice as long as the last, and 
of a greater depth, each supporting ram being 6 feet 6 inches in 
diameter. There are compensating reservoirs provided, from one of 
which water flows to the descending trough, thus increasing its weight 
just by the amount required to balance the diminution in apparent 
weight of its ram owing to increasing immersion in the press. 

In the illustration the further trough is shown at the top, 
forming virtually a part of the high-level canal; the nearer trough 
is at the bottom, and forms part of the lower reach of canal. The 
gates of both troughs are lifted, a barge having just left the lower, 
and another just entered the upper trough. When a barge is in 
position the gates are lowered, and each trough becomes an isolated 
tank. The excess weight required in a descending trough is supplied 
by stopping the rising pontoon a little before it arrives at the level of 
the canal, so that when the gates are opened it receives about 
16 inches more than the normal depth of water. This excess is run 
off* when the pontoon reaches the lower level by stopping it a little 
too soon, and when the gates are opened the extra water flows away. 
As it is impossible to stop the pontoons exactly at the proper place, 
and also to make good leakage, as well as to open and close the 
gates, a small accumulator is provided. 

♦ From the * Engineer ' of Feb. 15th, 1889. 
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The gates are made watertight by filling the space between the 
pontoon and the aqueduct with an indiarubber hose, which can be 
inflated with air to a pressure of 22 lbs. per square inch. This joint 
is made tight after the trough reaches its position. Central guides 
are employed to cause a vertical motion of the troughs. 

There is a further improvement : the descending trough does not 
descend into water — ^which made the trough get light too soon at 
Anderton — but into a dry chamber, and only becomes a portion of 
the canal when the gates are opened. Thus the falling of one trough 
can lift the other the whole way except for friction and leakage, 
which are provided for by the accumulator. Although the troughs 
have more than twice the capacity of those at Anderton, a single 
operation causes a loss of only 20 tons of water from the higher to 
the lower level, equivalent to about 2,000,000 ft.-lbs. of energy. 

La LouvifeRE Lift. 

It is not necessary to ref^r in detail to other lifts of a similar 
class. The lifts by the same firm, designed to connect the Mens 
and Cond^ canal with a branch of the Charleroi and Brussels Canal 
in Belgium, are among the most famous. 

The. work involved first of all the construction of 9 J- miles of 
branch canal to connect the two main canals, the difference of level 
of which is no less than 293 feet 6 inches, with very little water 
available. The barges navigating the canals are 128 feet long and 
require 8 feet of water, so that the waste by locks would be very 
great. The plan finally adopted was to overcome part (76 feet) of 
this difference of level by six locks, with four canal lifts each of 
about 50 feet stroke, and resembling, in general features, the Anderton 
or Fontinettes lifts, to deal with the remaining levels. 

Owing to the failure of one of the cast-iron presses at Anderton 
the presses of these lifts are completely surrounded by steel hoops 
shrunk on very tightly, with a circular supply pipe from which the 
pressure water enters each press by smaller radiating pipes. 

Clark and Standfield's Ram-balancing Arrangements. 

One of the methods adopted by this firm for balancing the change 
due to the varying displacement of the rams, where the falling of an 
accumulator ram causes the rise of another ram, has already been 
noticed. But they have adopted other very ingenious methods. 
Thus, in one case, a ram rises vertically above the accumulator, 
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passing watertight into a tank of water. The part of it in the tank 
is always covered with water, and, as the accumulator descends, its 
increased weight compensates for the displacement effects of all the 
other rams in the system requiring balancing. Another niethod they 
have adopted is to have a tank of water as part of the load of the 
accumulator, the water-level in it being kept the same as that of a 
neighbouring fixed tank by means of siphons, so that the load on the 
accumulator increases as it falls, thus balancing the diminution of 
weight of its ram. By properly varying the shape of this tank they 
can get, within limits, any required variation in the pressure of the 
water supplied. 

This is a very ingenious method of balancing, though for many 
operations this and kindred methods are not so much considered as 
formerly. 

Hydraulic Graving Docks. 

By the aid of hydraulic power the old and tedious method of 
docking a ship for repairs may be superseded by a method both 
rapid and comparatively inexpensive. Instead of floating the ship 
into a reservoir which must be pumped dry, the ship is lifted out of 
water by hydraulic presses, acting on a grid and pontoon, over which 
the ship had previously been placed. Less time is thus required for 
the operation, and a smaller capital outlay than would be necessary 
for an ordinary dock of the same capacity. 

The largest dock of this kind in existence is that designed by the 
late Mr. Edwin Clark and erected by his firm at Bombay. The 
length of the dock is 400 feet, clear width ^^ feet, and it will lift 
vessels up to 6500 tons, drawing 30 feet of water. It consists of two 
parallel rows of cylindrical cast-iron columns, shown in Fig. 184, 
eighteen columns to each row, their distance apart gradually in- 
creasing from 18 feet at the middle to 24 feet at the ends. The 
clear distance between the rows is 88 feet. Each of the columns is 
7 feet 6 inches in diameter at its base, and 6 feet 6 inches at the top ; 
some of them are 109 feet long, their tops only appearing above 
high water. They are firmly fixed to the rock, and in cement 
concrete. In each column are enclosed two hydraulic presses which 
rest on the rock, having solid rams 14 inches in diameter and 35 
feet stroke ; these rams support a cross-head working in slots in the 
top part of the column (see Fig. 185). The column therefore sup- 
ports none of the weight of the ship, which is- borne by the rams. 
From the ends of each cross-head are suspended two rods, one on 
each side of the column, and to the lower extremities of the cor- 
responding rods of two opposite columns are attached lattice girders. 
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so that the rams of two columns support two girders. The girders 
are 10 feet 8 inches deep, and there is no longitudinal connection 
between them. They form what may be called the " grid." The 
tops of each row of columns are connected by two girders 2 feet 
7 inches deep, on these run four 25-ton travelling cranes for raising 
the rams, &c., foY repair. There is also a gangway two feet above 
high water for workmen and seamen. Extra columns are provided 
at each end of the lift furnished with bollards or capstans for 
working vessels from. 




Fig. 185. 

The pontoon or great iron raft consists of a framework of cross 
girders, divided into thirty-six water-tight compartments, in the 
bottom of each of which is a valve. The pontoon weighs 1610 tons ; 
it is 380 feet long, 85 feet broad, 9 feet 6 inches deep at the outside j 
the upper side, which is not covered in, slopes gradually towards the 
centre, where the depth is 6 feet 6 inches. This pontoon, when com- 
pletely emptied of water, can support 6500 tons, and it is fitted with 
keel-blocks, shores and the most approved appliances for cradling 
ships. The valve-house is on the pier-head ; it contains three small 
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wheel valves, each of which controls one of the three groups into 
which the presses are divided. Lifting power can thus be applied at 
either end or at the side of the pontoon as required. There is also 
a means provided, in the valve-house, for cutting off the action of 
the presses in any pair of opposite columns, so that if one, or even 
three or four presses fail, the operation may continue. 

The method of docking a vessel is as follows : — The pontoon is 
placed in position on the grid and sunk to the required depth by 
admitting water by the valves already noticed. The ship is then 
floated into position over the pontoon and moored. The presses are 
now set to work, and directly the vessel rests on the keel-blocks on 
the rising pontoon the various sliding blocks and shoring appliances 
are adjusted, and the vessel and pontoon are raised out of the water. 
The water is now run out of the pontoon and the valves in the 
bottom closed. The grid is lowered, and the pontoon, being now 
buoyant, is left floating with the ship on it, and can be towed to any 
required spot for the repair or examination of the latter. 

It should be mentioned that the valves referred to are opened 
and closed by hydraulic power. 

Several pontoons may be employed, and hence one lift may dock" 
several ships. 

In the hydraulic graving dock at Victoria Docks, London — ^the 
first of the series of similar docks constructed by Mr. Clark — the ship 
is raised by a grid similar to that employed at Bombay, but here 
eight pontoons are provided. The dock is 310 feet long, 62 feet 
wide, and capable of raising a ship of 3000 tons with a draught of 
18 feet at ordinary high water. Recently a large pontoon has been 
built, with high sides and a gate at one end. This is lowered under 
water by the lift, and the ship is floated in. The power of the lift is 
sufficient to raise the sides of the pontoon out of the water, when, 
the gate being closed, the water is removed and the bottom of the 
ship exposed. In this way the power of the dock may be increased 
to 4000 tons. The presses are arranged in three groups as before, 
to guard against tilting, which would ensue if all the presses were 
actuated from one supply and one part of the ship happened to be 
heavier than another. There are also a few guide-columns provided 
for the grid to slide against in its ascent or descent. The details 
are very similar to those of the Bombay Dock. 

At Malta and elsewhere docks of a similar class have also been 
provided. 
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XXIIL 

HYDRAULIC ENGINES. 

In most hydraulic engines a reciprocating motion is produced by the 
action of the working fluid, water, on a piston, and this is afterwards 
converted into a rotary motion by a crank, as in the steam engine ; 
in fact, many hydraulic engines are simply modified steam engines. 

The Brotherhood Hydraulic Engine. 

One of the most successful of the hydraulic engines in use in this 
country is the three-cylinder engine of Mr. Brotherhood, which is 
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Fig. 186. 

well represented in Fig. 186, which is a perspective sectional view, 
and in Fig. 187, which shows a section through the central lines of the 
cylinders. 

Three trunk pistons P P P, working in cylinders AAA, open at 
their inner ends, are connected to one crank-pin R. The pistons are 
pushed forward towards the central chamber by the pressure water 
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which is admitted to each in turn by a passage V, leading from the 
rotary valve seen to the right in Fig. i86, and exhausted by the same 
passage when an opening in the valve allows commimication with 
the exhaust The engine is single-acting. 

The method of packing the piston by U leathers is shown in the 




Fig. 187. 



upper piston in Fig. 187, and a newer method by cup leathers in 
Fig. 193, this method allowing easier adjustment and renewal of 
leathers. A separate section through the valve and seat and a view of 

the face of the valve are shown in 
Fig. 188, where A is the seat with 
passage V, the section of which is 
shown as an opening V in the last 
figure. The darkly coloured portion 
C is the valve which is rotated from 
the shaft S, the square end of which 
fits into the square hole in the valve. 
This shaft is driven from the main 
crank by the pin K ; as shown the 
passage V is open to exhaust. The 
space BB is connected to supply 
which finds its way through the open- 
ings provided in C, and through one 
of the segmental openings seen in 
the valve-face to the cylinder when that opening at the proper time 
comes over a port. The valve is of phosphor bronze and revolves 




Fig. 188. 
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in the valve-chest which is bolted to A. There being no dead centre 
the engine will start in any position, the arrangement being equivalent 
to three cranks at 120° to each other. Uniformity of motion is thus 
secured, and a fairly uniform flow of water to the engine. In a single- 
acting engine with one cylinder the flow of water would be very 
variable, as the motion of the piston is variable; but in this and 
similar engines the three cylinders equalise the demand so as to 
secure a fair, and at no time too rapid, velocity of the supply ; a 
matter of considerable importance, as the hydraulic losses are about 
proportional to the square of the velocity. Also a rapid velocity is 
usually accompanied by a diminution of pressure if the accumulator 
is at some distance from the engine. The engine is a good one, 
wears well, is capable of running at high speed, and hence is suitable 
for direct driving, which is now so much in favour. 

The efficiency of the engine is high, if worked at or near full 
load. The " indicated " horse-power of the engine is easily calculated. 
If the average pressure during a working stroke be / lbs. per square 
inch, a square inches being the cross-sectional area of the cylinder, 

plan . - 

the horse-power is 3 X , where / is the length of the stroke 

33,000 

in feet, and n the number of revolutions per minute. 



Armstrong's Hydraulic Engines. 

The introduction of hydraulic capstans at Paddington Station 
about 185 1, called Mr. Armstrong's attention to the design of 
hydraulic engines. It did not appear to him that the various forms 
of rotary engines which had failed with steam were likely to succeed 
with water. An engine with reciprocating piston seemed necessary, 
and the form consisting of three oscillating cylinders with pistons 
acting on a three-throw crank, and with mitre-valves worked by cams 
from a shaft turned by the engine, was adopted. The type after- 
wards employed and still used for small powers has, as stated, three 
oscillating cylinders, each cylinder being fitted with a combined ram 
and piston, the upper side of the piston presenting only one-half the 
effective area of the lower side, the pressure on this half area being 
always constant, as this side is always open to supply, the other 
side, of full area, communicating alternately with pressure and 
exhaust ; so that in one stroke the movement is due to difference of 
pressure, whilst in the next it is due to unopposed pressure. The 
action is similar to that of the Armstrong _ pump referred to at 
P- 343. 
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The valve is a two-port cylindrical slide valve placed either 
within the trunnion on which the cylinder oscillates, or in a pro- 
longation of it. The valve is worked direct by the oscillation of the 
cylinder, a relief valve being provided to prevent concussion by 
giving a means of escape for shut-in water. 

The valve will readily be understood from Fig. 189. S is the 
supply passage, P the constant-pressure port always open to the upper 
or annular side of the piston ; C is the pressure port to under or full- 




Fig. 189. 

area side of piston ; D is the exhaust port, and E the discharge 
passage from the engine. 

K is a ring of hard metal forming the fixed working face for the 
valve, the upper segment of which H H is free to press up against the 
rubbing surface as it wears away, being kept in contact by the 
pressure of the water. 

The inner ring shows the trunnion in section, with the pressure 
and exhaust ports in its upper and lower sides respectively. The 
port of the relief valve is always open when that valve is required to 
act. 

When the engine is required to reverse, if the type of valve here 
shown be used, two valves are provided for each cylinder, one for 
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right-hand revolution in one trunnion, the other for left-hand revolu- 
tion in the other, but an ordinary slide valve with reversing gear is 
simpler. 

The engine more usually made now, is shown in Fig. 190. It has 
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three oscillating cylinders as before, but the cylinders are fitted i^dth 
plain rams, this arrangement requiring no internal packings for the 
pistons, which is an advantage. The engine is, of course, single- 
acting, the valve being like that shown in Fig. 189, except that the 




Fig. 191. 
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constant-pressure port and passage in valve are omitted. This engine 
is made from i to 70 horse-power. 

In the largest size of engines, such as those used at the Tower 
Bridge, the three-cylinder arrangement is adhered to, but the cylinders 
are fixed, the ends of the plungers being guided and fitted with con- 
necting rods as in a steam engine. 
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Haag's Hydraulic Engine. 

This compact little motor has been a good deal used, especially 
on the Continent. It is, as will be seen from Fig. 191, of the 
oscillating cylinder type, the cylinder rocking on large trunnions 
through ports in which the pressure water is admitted and exhausted. 
The action will be better understood from an examination of 
Fig. 192, which shows two sections of a smaller form of the engine.* 

The left-hand figure represents a section through the axis of 
the cylinder, whilst the right-hand figure shows a section at right 
angles to this through the centre of one trunnion. The passage S is 
open to supply and E to exhaust, Pj and Pg being ports through 
which the water is admitted by p^ and p^ to the two ends of the 
cylinder. As the trunnion and cylinder oscillate, owing to the revolu- 
tion of the crank C, say in the. direction indicated by the arrow ^, 
the port Pi is brought opposite supply S, and water is admitted by/i 
behind the piston Q which is thus moved forward. This motion, 
causing the cylinder to oscillate in the opposite direction, presently 
brings Pj opposite exhaust and Pg to supply, when the back stroke 
commences and the cycle is repeated. 

This gives a neat. and compact little engine, which for full loads 
works with a good efficiency, say from 80 to 85 per cent., with heads 
of water varying from 80 to 300 feet. With lower pressures the 
efficiency is somewhat reduced. 

For the benefit of the student a dimensioned section is shown in 
Fig. 192. 

VARIABLE-POWER ENGINES. 
The Brotherhood-Hastie Hydraulic Engine. 

Since it is impossible in hydraulic engines to obtain the advan- 
tages arising from the expansion of a working fluid like steam, other 
methods have been adopted for varying the power of the motor, and 
the consequent consumption of water, in accordance with the demand 
to be met by the engine. Cutting off the pressure before the end of 
the stroke, and letting the remaining piston displacement be filled 
with low-pressure water from a tank, suggests itself as one method 
of accomplishing the end in view; but this has not proved very 
successful. Usually the required variation is produced by varying the 
length of the stroke. This is done in the Brotherhood-Hastie engine,. 

♦ By Messrs. W. H. Bailey & Co., of Salford. 
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\ Fig. 193, which is really a Brotherhood engine fitted with 
arrangement for varying the throw of the crank. Instead of 
lecting rods D D D taking hold of a crank having a fixed 
ley are coupled to a crank-pin which, by means of a cam 
►n a slide, can be adjusted to various distances from the 
the crank-shaft. It will be seen that the shaft S is hollow, 
Lversed by a central spindle, having fixed on it the adjusting 
referred to. 

crank-shaft carries a fly-wheel F, of which the central portion 

one half being connected to the hollow crank-shaft S, the 

the central spindle, the two parts being connected together 

>trong volute (or flat spiral) spring, like a clock spring, shown 

>n. 

: arrangement is such that the crank-shaft can only transmit 

power to the fly-wheel through the spring, thus coiling it, more 

according to the resistance of the load. But this coiling of 

:al spring means a rotating movement of the hollow crank- 

jlative to the inner spindle, and a consequent mpvement of 

Ijusting cam C (left-hand figure) relative to the crank disc, 

contains a slot in it shown at M, in which the cam moves K 

ig the crank-pin) further from or nearer to the centre A, 

Iding on whether the load increases or decreases. K is shown 

highest part of the cam, so that the stroke has its greatest 

When the load is removed the cam is turned by the spring 

opposite or left-hand direction, until the depression V is met 

stroke being then shortest. The dotted lines show another 

>n of the cam which is used when the engine runs in the reverse 

The power of the engine can thus be varied from a 

lum to a minimum in the ratio of about 3 to i. 

'hough this is an exceedingly ingenious arrangement, with all the 

ictive details well-thought out, it is now very seldom employed. 

makers (the Hydraulic Engineering Company of Chester) say 

they now rarely make the engine. 



the 



lion. 



Rigg's Variable Stroke Rotary Hydraulic Engine. 



Of the many variable power hydraulic engines which have been 

ised, that of Mr. Arthur Rigg is probably the only one which has 

ined practical success. 

To construct a hydraulic engine such that the consumption of 
fcter may agree fairly with the power given out without any great 
IS of eflftciency, and to do this automatically, has been the goal for 

s 
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which many inventors have striven. When pressure-water costs from 
li". to 2J. per thousand gallons, it is evident that an engine which, 
driving a capstan, for instance, uses as much water in hauling in the 
unloaded rope as in pulling its maximum load, is a very wasteful and 
expensive motor for varying powers. In Rigg's engine the stroke, 
and hence the water consumption, is varied, either by hand or 
governor, to agree with the power demand, this variation being easily 
effected whilst the engine is running. The speed of the engine can 
also be varied within much wider limits than are possible with reci- 
procating engines, the engines being capable of running at a very 

high speed without undue 
shock or vibration — 600 re- 
volutions per minute being 
often attained. 

The general principle of 
the Rigg engine is not very 
easy to explain without a 
model. Perhaps the simplest 
way of regarding the matter 
is to think first of all of any 
three-cylinder engine, such 
as the Brotherhood, where 
there are three cylinders, 
at 120° to each other, driv- 
ing a common cr^nk, with 
the approximately uniform 
turning moment which such 
a system provides. If, in- 
stead of bolting the bed of such an engine down to its foundations, 
we imagine the main shaft fixed, and the three cylinders and bed 
to revolve round that shaft, a general idea of the action of the Rigg 
engine may be obtained. 

Fig. 194 will illustrate the action. Here a number of cyhnders— 
say three — ^revolve round a common centre E, whilst the pistons 
(plain plungers) revolve round the centre O. At the position i A 
the cylinder and piston circles coincide, and at 5 B are farthest apart ; 
whilst during travel from A to B there is a gradual increase of the 
distance 2 ^, 3 ^, &c., and a gradual diminution of the distance from 
B round by 6^ to A. Imagine three cylinders fixed symmetrically 
round the inside of the outer circle, which takes the place of the fly- 
wheel of an ordinary engine, the cylinders being fitted with plungers, 
all capable of moving round a pin at O. Then, as the fly-wheel and 
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cylinders revolve, the pist6ns will travel regularly in and out of the 
cylinders as in an ordinary engine. 

The actual arrangement of the cylinders and pistons is shown in 
Fig. 195, which gives a front view. The cylinders are balanced 
against each other during construction, as are also the pistons. It is 
true the pistons and cylinders possess sliding movements relative to 



1 




Fig. 195. 



each other, as well as accelerations and retardations as regards 
angular movement, with a small change per revolution of the position 
of the mean centre of gravity of the entire revolving mass ; but these 
changes are small, and are carefully balanced for mean speed and 
stroke, the unbalanced force, which is taken up by the bedplate and 
foundations, being very small compared with the totals of such forces 
met with in other types of engines. 

s 2 
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Assuming a constant speed of fly-wheel, it will be seen that as 
the pistons move out of their cylinders their mean angular velocity 
decreases, whilst as they return their mean angular velocity increases. 
These changes do not affect the regularity of motion, because, as one 
cylinder and piston becomes a driver in so far as their angular velocity 
dimiftishes, so the opposite pair becomes driven in an equal degree. 
These internal forces, mutually balancing, do not appear outside. 
All the cylinders revolve at the same distance from their common 
centre, and contain ordinary plungers with usual packings, hence do 
not suffer from many of the practical defects which have hitherto 
rendered rotary engines impossible. 

Fig. 195 represents, partly in elevation and partly in section, one 
of these engines, of about 30 horse-power, designed for working at 
a pressure of 700 lbs. per square inch. In this illustration the cover 
is removed. This cover performs no part in the working of the 
engine, but is used merely for protection, and for retaining the oil for 
general lubrication. 

The figure shows the main driving cylinders with the valve-chest 
removed, and Fig. 196 gives a section of the relay engine, whereby 
the stroke of the main engine is controlled by the governor or by 
hand. 

Returning to Fig. 195, all the cylinders are shown in position for 
full stroke in the direction indicated by the arrow. No. i cylinder 
is a section, and it will be seen that it consists of the ordinary 
hydraulic cylinder with its plunger or ram, the gland and packing 
being clearly shown. 

The cylinder is cast in one piece with a circular valve, with which 
it revolves on the main stud S, as do the other cylinders Nos. 2 and 3. 
The plungers, connected to the disc crank, revolve round centre 0, 
which is also the centre of the main shaft ; the distance O S therefore 
constitutes the length of the crank, or half the stroke. This crank 
does not turn round as in an ordinary engine, so it can easily be 
altered in length. The exhaust opens for each cylinder when it comes 
into the position of No. i cylinder, the extremity of the outer stroke 
being here completed. At the position A the circular valve provides 
for the admission of pressure-water, and the inflow continues through- 
out the stroke until the cylinder again arrives at the first position. 
Any movement of the cylinder stud S alters the stroke, and if S be 
moved over to coincide with O, the stroke is zero. If the movement 
of S be continued beyond O towards C, the stroke increases again, 
but the engine runs in the opposite direction. 

Hence the engine, being variable in stroke and reversible as 
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regards direction of motion, is very suitable for driving capstans, &c. 
It is best regulated by hand for reversing, but by governor for 
winding, as regards speed and power given out. The very ingenious 
method of altering the stroke will now be more fully described. 

Relay Engine. 

All good governing mechanisms which have to exert considerable 
forces or to keep steady any portion of a mechanism against var)dng 
and considerable forces must act through a relay. 
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Fig. 196. 

The relay engine of Mr. Rigg's combination is shown in Fig. 196. 
It consists mainly of two rams, Q and R, of different diameters, cast 
in one piece with the valve-chest V ; the smaller ram. R being sub- 
jected to a constant pressure, admitting supply to the inlet port for 
driving the main engine. The large ram Q is provided with two 
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valves, whereby the pressure can be admitted to, or exhausted from 
it. Only the exhaust valve is shown in complete section ; the inlet 
valve, lying behind, cannot be seen, but they are alike. 

These valves are of ordinary construction, and are carried along 
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with the valve-chest, so that a push or pull from the stop-lever Z 
connected with the governor G gives rise to a movement in one 
direction or the other, according to the extent of such push. This 
action results in the relay engine starting, stopping, or moving in 
exact obedience to the extent of the impulse it receives from the 




Fig. 198. 

governor in either direction, carrying the stud S (Fig. 195) attached 
to it, further from or nearer to the fly-wheel centre ; thus altering the 
stroke of the main engine. 

The governor — of a well-known type — is contained in this case 
within the driving pulley, as shown in Fig. 197, and its connection 
with the valves of the relay engine — omitted in the figure — is so 
simple as to require no description. 

The outside appearance of the relay is shown in Fig. 198. 
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The general function of an engine is to turn a shaft. This engine, 
however, seems to be capable of application to many purposes to 
which hydraulic engines are not now applied. Applied to a capstan, 
the advantages of good governing and variable stroke are evident. 
At first the speed is rapid as the slack rope is drawn in, and the 
governor shortens the stroke till very little water is consumed ; then 
as the load comes on the rope the stroke increases until the engine 
works at full power. In an operation of this kind probably less than 
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Fig. 199. 



half the water is used that would be required by an ordinary non- 
variable hydraulic engine. Where fairly continuous power of variable 
amount is required for long periods the saving of water may be half 
of the entire amount required by an ordinary engine. The reader can 
easily figure out the saving in cost for a given average power. The 
successful application of one of these engines (of about 10 horse- 
power) to the movement of a heavy draw-bridge is referred to in our 
section on Movable Bridges. 

The engine is carefully thought out and well designed, the 
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patentee, Mr, Rigg, having the requisite practical and theoretical 
knowledge, and having devoted many years to the perfecting of the 
engine. • 

Capstan Engines. 

An interesting application of the Rigg engine for driving a 
capstan is shown in Fig. 199. The engine is horizontal, and drives 
a shaft which is geared to that bearing the steel bollard. The engine 
turns readily in either direction, and its stroke is regulated by a 
governor acting through the relay as already described. This forms 
a compact arrangement, and the engine can go at any required speed 
up to 500 revolutions per minute or more, using pressure water pro- 
portionate to the work done. 

Other capstan engine combinations are shown at pp. 288 and 300. 



XXIV. 
BRIDGE AND DOCK-GATE MACHINERY. 

Bridges which can be opened for the passage of ships are of different 
types. Of those worked by hydraulic power we have (i) swing- 
bridges, (2) draw-bridges, (3) bascule bridges. A type of swing- 
bridge for a double line of rails, leaving two passages for ships when 
open, is shown in Fig. 200. The picture is that of a comparatively 
small bridge, but gives a good general view of such a bridge, showing 
how the opening portion moves. A larger and heavier bridge of a 
similar kind crosses the river Tyne at Newcastle. 

Swing-Bridge over the Tyne. 

The swinging portion of this bridge, which is carried on a central 
pier of masonry, is 280 feet long, and spans two passages each 
104 feet wide clear of the fenders, one on either side of the central 
pier. The bridge has a roadway 22 feet wide between the two main 
girders, and two footways, each 8 feet wide, one on either side. 
These are carried by cantilevers from the outside of the main girders. 

The main girders themselves are of triangular construction, the 
upper and lower bpoms being of trough section, and the vertical and 
diagonal members of H or box section. 
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The general arrangement of the machinery for turning the bridge 

10 wn in Fig. 201. 

This machinery is placed in the central pier. There are two 

dl vertical steam engines, with boilers, supplying accumulators 
~XL which a pressure of 700 lbs. per square inch is obtained for 
rking the hydraulic machinery. 

To prevent interference with the working of the bridge the 
^nmiulators are placed and work entirely below the upper level of 

pier, being sunk in two cast-iron cylinders embedded in the 
ksonry. The illustration explains itself. To the right and left 
/C the accumulators for storing the water pumped by the steam 
/^nes. Full details of one of these accumulators are given in 
ig. 202, which is reproduced from the working drawing. 

The accumulators are joined by piping, and are also connected 
y smaller piping to the hydraulic engines, the positions of which 
re shown on the left. These engines, two in number, are of the 
rell-known three-cylinder type depicted in Fig. 190, and described 
It page 252. They exhaust into pipes, which convey the water to 
flie tanks from which the supply for the pumping engines is drawn. 

They are placed in a chamber, as shown, near the centre of the 
bridge, and are connected by gearing with a pinion working into a 
turning rack fixed to the upper roller path. 

The bridge turns on a ring of " live " rollers running between 
this upper and a lower path. A section of the path showing this 
anti-friction method of support is shown in Fig. 203. 

The rollers carry about one-third of the total weight of the 
opening portion of the bridge; the remainder being taken by a 
hydraulic press, indicated at the centre of Fig. 201, which forms the 
pivot. 

Sliding blocks worked by hydraulic cylinders are provided at the 
two ends of the bridge for taking the weight at these points when 
the bridge is open for road traffic. Direct-acting cylinders are fixed 
in the ends of the main girders, by means of which the ends of the 
bridge can be lifted so that the sliding blocks may be withdrawn 
when the bridge is required to be opened for river traffic. The 
bridge can turn in either direction and the range of travel is not 
limited. The hydraulic gear is controlled from a cabin carried upon 
the roadway at the centre of the bridge, from which position the 
man in charge has a good view. 

The total weight of the swinging portion of the bridge is 1400 tons. 
The hydraulic machinery is by Messrs. Sir W. G. Armstrong & Co., 
the engineers of the bridge being Mr. Ure and his successor 
Mr. Messent. 
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Draw-Bridges. 

An interesting example of a draw-bridge worked by hydraulic 
power is shown in Fig. 204. Formerly this bridge was worked by 




two pinions turned through gearing by a hydraulic engine, the pinions 
working into two racks fastened to the bridge. 

This not proving altogether satisfactory the system has been 
adopted which is illustrated in Figs. 204 and 205. 
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The bridge is supported by wheels running on rails, and is moved 
by a steel wire rope, one inch in diameter, which is fastened at one 
end to the bridge as shown, being wound on a drum as indicated in 
Fig. 205 ; the other portion of the rope being fastened to the other 
end of the bridge and wound on the drum in the opposite direction. 

I ■ Underside of Bridge \ 



: i : 



Tm 



EEEEjI^E^EIZ^ -€^E3- 




Fig. 206. 

Hence when one rope is wound on to the drum, the other is unwound 
from it. 

The drum is turned by a Rigg's hydraulic engine, which seems 
specially adapted for this work. It will readily be understood that 
when the drum is rotated in one direction the bridge is gradually 
opened; when the direction of rotation is reversed the bridge is 
moved into the closed position, thus spanning the dock entrance. 
The maximum pull on the rope is 3 tons. 
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A volute spring is provided at each end of the rope as shown in 
Fig. ;204, to allow the pull necessary to start the bridge to be applied 
more gradually. 

An ingenious stop-gear is provided to prevent over-winding of 
the bridge, as the stops S on the rails might not be sufficient if the 
engine were driven at high speed. 

A separate view of this automatic arrangement is shown in 
Fig. 206. 

The curved lever L, the piece carrying it, and its fellow L^ 
can oscillate on the pin C, and it works' the reversing lever of the 
engine through the rod R as indicated on the other drawings. The 
projection T on the bridge engages the bent lever L when the latter 
occupies the inclined position shown by the upper right-hand dotted 
line, moving it down to the horizontal position if the bridge be 
moving from left to right, thus putting the reversing lever into the 
mean position and stopping the engine by bringing the crank-pin of 
the engine into the central position as already explained. The stop- 
gear can be moved again to the proper position by hand in order to 
allow the engine to be started, in the following way. 

There are two levers L and L^ in different planes ; one is acted 
on when the motion is, as above, from left to right, the other when 
the motion of the bridge is from right to left — in other words, when 
the bridge reaches the closed position L is depressed, whereas, when 
it reaches the open position L^ is depressed by a projection similar 
to T (but in the same plane as L^) on the other end of the bridge. 
In the position of L, shown in Fig. 206, the bridge has reached the 
closed position ; if it be necessary to open it, L^ is elevated by hand 
and the reversing lever moved into the position giving motion in the 
required direction. 

This method of moving a draw-bridge is in some respects novel, 
and has proved highly successful in this case, the bridge being now 
opened or closed in less than one minute. 

Bascule Bridges. — The Tower Bridge, London. 

Space does not permit a lengthened reference to bascule-bridges, 
but a short notice of the Tower Bridge, as the best example of such 
a bridge extant, may be interesting. 

The construction of this great bridge was commenced in September 
1886, and the bridge was opened for traffic by the Prince of Wales on 
June 30th, 1894. The total cost, including price of land, &c., was 
estimated at ;^i, 900,000. The bridge connects by easy gradients of 

T 
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I in 60 on the north side, and i in 40 on the south side, a point a 
short distance eastward of the Tower of London, opposite the Royal 
Mint, with a point near the Horsleydown stairs, on the south side of 
the river Thames. 

The depth of water under the central or opening span is 33J feet 
at high water, with a headway of 20 feet near the abutments, in- 
creasing to 29 feet at the centre of the span. The piers rest on 
caissons filled with concrete sunk 25 feet below the bed of the river, 
the superstructure consisting of elaborate stonework with a framework 
of steel inside. 

The roadway is 35 feet wide, with two footways each 12 J feet 
wide on the approaches, reduced to 32 feet and 8 J feet respectively 
on the centre span. 

The general appearance of the bridge, and method of opening 
the bascule span, are shown in Fig. 207. Each leaf or half of the 
bascule span is 113 feet long from the centre of the horizontal hinge 
or pivot (i foot 9 inches in diameter, resting on roller bearings) on 
which it turns. The short arm of this portion is 50 feet long, so that 
the entire length of each leaf is about 163 feet and its width 50 feet : 
total weight about 1200 tons. The inner or shorter arm of each 
bascule is loaded with lead so as to bring the centre of gravity of the 
opening portion to the pivot ; thus the main resistances to be over- 
come in opening the bridge are those due to wind pressure, inertia, 
and friction. . Hydraulic lifts are provided to take foot passengers to 
the high level roadway during the period when the bridge is open for 
river traffic. 

The Hydraulic Machinery. 

The method of opening the bridge will be understood from an 
examination of Fig. 208*, which shows one half or leaf of the opening 
span in elevation. It will be seen that attached to the two main 
girders of each leaf of the opening span are great quadrants bearing 
toothed racks, each composed of steel, being of the shape of the arc 
of a circle of 42 feet radius. Each rack consists of eleven segments 
6 feet long and 17 inches wide, with teeth of 5*93 inches pitch. 
Two rows of these racks are fixed side by side to each quadrant. 
Into these racks gear pinions 24J inches in diameter, driven by 
hydraulic engines; there are two pinions to each rack. The 
hydraulic motive power is supplied at a pressure of 700 lbs. per 

♦ These figures are inserted through the courtesy of the editors of 
' Engineering * and of the * Engineer.* 

T 2 
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No^th Pier 
Fig. 209. — General Plan showing Hydraulic Machineiy. 
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square inch by accumulators, two being placed in each pier and two 
in a separate accumulator house on the Surrey shore. The pressure 
water for the northern half of the op«iing span is conveyed by pipes 
laid in the high-level footway. The machinery is all in duplicate, 
each set including two compound steam pumping engines of the 
Armstrong type, each of 360 horse-power. 

The hydraulic motors, also in duplicate, are placed in chambers 
in each pier, the arrangement being shown in Fig. 209, a dotted 
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Fig. 210. 

circle indicating each accumulator with ram i foot 6 inches in 
diameter and 22 feet stroke; the hydraulic engines are worked by 
the pressure water from these accumulators, actuating, through spur 
gearing, the pinions gearing with the racks already referred to. An 
end view of the racks and pinions is shown in the lower portion of 
Fig. 210. 

By an automatic arrangement, the pressure water is sSut off from 
the hydraulic engines when the operation of raising or lowering each 
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leaf has been completed, so that if the man in charge neglects his 
duty, the leaves gradually come to rest in the vertical or horizontal 
positions. As a further precaution, hydraulic buffers are fixed in such 
positions that, even if the machinery lost its control of the bridge, 
the impact due to the leaves being brought to rest would be absorbed 
without injurious shock, in a manner very similar to that employed in 
absorbing the recoil of heavy guns. The hydraulic lifts for passen- 
gers are of the suspended type, two to each pier, safety catches being 
provided in a way very similar to that already described. The time 
occupied in opening the bridge is about a minute and a half. The 
whole time taken to clear the bridge, open it, allow a ship to pass, 
and re-close it, is about five minutes. 

The designer of the bridge, and engineer during construction, is 
Mr. J. Wolfe Barry, C.B. The hydraulic machinery is by Messrs. 
Sir W. G. Armstrong & Co. 

Dock-Gate Machinery. 

Formerly dock-gates were usually opened and closed by chains 
worked from crabs or winches, turned, in the older docks by hand, but 
more recently by hydraulic power. Two chains, or sets of chains, 
passed from the gate to the winch — one directly, the other over an 
opposite drum. Thus the rotation of the winch in one direction 
pulled in, say, the closing chain, slackening out the other, whilst 
rotation in the opposite direction pulled in the indirect-acting chain, 
slackening the former, thus moving the gate in the opposite direction. 
In some cases the winch or crab was actuated by an endless chain, 
moved from drums worked by hydraulic engines, the same chain also 
actuating capstans; in other cases the engines worked the crab 
through shafting, whilst a better and more compact method was 
found in working the crabs directly from hydraulic engines, usually 
of the oscillating type. 

Coming to later times, the chains by which the gate is opened 
and closed are actuated by the motion of a hydraulic ram working in 
or out of its press, the motion being magnified by pulleys, as in 
hydraulic cranes, and the crab being dispensed with. 

Thus, on pressure water being admitted to the opening cylinder, 
the ram of this cylinder is forced out, dragging in a chain which, 
being passed over multiplying pulleys, acts on the gate so as to open 
it. The gate is closed by admitting the pressure water to another 
similar cylinder, the ram of which acts on the closing chain, the 
former cylinder being in communication with the exhaust. These 
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cylinders may be at opposite sides of the dock entrance, and thus a 
carrying drum is dispensed with. 

This method is simple, and the machinery less liable to get out 
of order than in the others mentioned. 

Recently, at the Windsor lock of the Barry Docks, a simpler and 
more direct system of hydraulic machinery has been employed to 
open and close the gates. 

The ram of a double-acting cylinder acts directly, through a 
connecting-rod, on the gate, as shown in Fig. 211. 

The cylinder is of cast iron, and is 19 inches internal diameter, 
the ram or piston having a stroke of 14 feet. 

The piston-rod is 7 inches in diameter, and is covered with 
copper, being connected to a cross-head which moves between steel 
guides. The connecting-rod is of wrought iron, joined at its inner 
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Fig. 211. 

end through a forged steel gymbal to the cross-head, the outer end 
being connected to the gate by a similar gymbal. • This arrangement 
permits angular movement both vertically and horizontally. 

The front end of the hydraulic cylinder is fixed to a framework 
of steel plates and angles, which is secured to the masonry of the 
lock wall, the framework taking the thrust when the gates are moved, 
the back end of the cylinder being supported by a cast-iron saddle. 
The inner ends of the guides are attached to this framing, whilst their 
outer ends are secured to a girder built into the masonry. 

The working valves are spindle valves of the type used in 
hydraulic cranes, whilst a reducing valve is employed to* regulate the 
pressure, which may be anything from 200 to 700 lbs. per squarfe 
inch. Automatic cut-off gear is also employed to prevent over- 
movement of the gate. 

The position of the cylinders relative to the gate are shown in the 
smaller figure, the former being placed in recesses in the walls, as shown. 
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Capstans, operated directly by oscillating hydraulic engines, in the 
way usually adopted by the makers of the whole of the machinery, 
Messrs. Sir W. G, Armstrong & Co., are provided for the service 
of the lock, the pressure-water for these being taken from the same 
supply. 



XXV. 
HYDRAULIC MACHINERY ON BOARD SHIPS. 

The operations of loading, discharging, and storing cargo in, as 
well as the steering of ships, offer scope for the use of hydraulic 
machinery ; whilst the manipulation of heavy guns and other appli- 
ances on board men-of-war renders it a necessity. 

Messrs. Sir W. G. Armstrong & Co. in the case of warships, and 
Mr. A. Betts-Brown in the case of ordinary vessels, may be mentioned 
as those to whom the success attained in these directions is mainly 
due. 

It is evident that in passenger ships the adoption of hydraulic 
machinery for the performance of certain operations offers advan- 
tages in its silence, and the absence of that heat, dirt, and dust, which 
are the concomitants of steam machinery. 

If hydraulic machinery is to be used with advantage on ship- 
board, one of the essential things required is a suitable accumulator 
or its equivalent, a sensitive hydraulic pressure governor. Dead- 
weight accumulators may be ruled out as unsuitable, for evident 
reasons. 

Steam Accumulator. 

The steam accumulator of Mr. Betts-Brown, shown in Fig. 212, 
fulfils the requirements of the case. It may be described as a steam 
intensifier or pressure regulator. It consists of a steam cylinder A, 
with its piston B attached to a ram C passing through a stuffing-box 
into a hydraulic cylinder D. The steam pressure being, say, 70 to 
80 lbs. per square inch, the area of the steam piston is about ten 
times that of the ram, hence the pressure of the water beyond the 
ram is from 700 to 800 lbs. per square inch. Steam is admitted to 
the accmnulator through the pipe E, and exhausted by F, Q being 
the main exhaust pipe of the engines. 
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Steam is admitted to the pumping engines by N. The steam 
acting on B merely performs the function of the dead-weight in an ordi- 
nary accumulator. There is less inertia, and therefore less necessity 
for safety-valves on the hydraulic mains supplied from such an accumu- 
lator. When a safety-valve on ordinary mains acts some of the 
pressure-water is lost, or its energy is greatly diminished ; hence this 
method avoids the loss referred to, and it has the further advantage 
that the pumps can act more quickly in starting the accumulator ram 
in what may be called its upward motion. The pumps are attached 
direcdy to the accumulator as shown, thus space is saved, and less 
rigid foimdations are required, the whole weight being only a small 
fraction of that of an ordinary accumulator of similar kind. These 
are probably the most important features of the invention. Against 
these advantages may be put the loss due to leakage and condensa- 
tion of the steam, but this loss is reduced by the use of separate 
admission and exhaust passages, as shown in the illustration. Com- 
pactness is probably the most valuable feature of such contrivances 
when used on board ships,! 

Other methods bf obtaining the requisite "head" or load on 
accumulators on/ shipboard have been devised. 

Compressed air has been used instead of steam, and springs have 
been employed to a considerable extent on British men-of-war. 

Spring accumulators, i.e. accumulators in which the ram is pressed 
down by a spring, are naturally of very limited capacity, their stroke 
being short, and they do not give a constant pressure. They are 
more properly described as "equalisers of pressure," acting much 
like an air-chamber, giving an average pressure which for certain 
limits of stroke may be calculated. 

By the introduction of an excellent hydraulic pressure governor 
(ftilly described later on) Messrs. Sir W. G. Armstrong & Co. have 
been enabled to dispense with accumulators, or even ".equalisers," on 
ships of war. 

Brown's Telemotor and Steering Gear. 

This apparatus provides a hydraulic means of commimication 
between the bridge and the steering engine, which in modem ships is 
often attached directly to the rudder-head to obviate the risk of the 
breakage of chains. Fig. 213 shows a vertical section of that part of 
the apparatus usually placed on the bridge. The steering wheel A 
drives a pair of bevel-wheels B, which actuate shaft C and the pinions 
D, one of which acts as a nut for the screwed piston-rod E. I The 
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view shows the piston F in mid position, within a cylindric distance 
piece forming part of the upper and lower cylinders G and H, this 
piece allowing free passage for the water from H to G. On turning 

the wheel A the piston F will travel 
one way or the other, and after 
passing one of the annular ports 
will act as a pump. 

In Fig. 214 the aft portion of 
the telemotor is shown close to the 
steering gear. It consists of a 
double-acting hydraulic cylinder I, 
with piston J and rod, which is 
connected to cross-head K, and 
from there to the lever S of the 
steering gear. The after steering 
wheel T being disengaged, the 
springs L L tend to force the pis- 
ton J into mid stroke, and con- 
sequently bring the rudder amid- 
ships. The cylinder G on the bridge 
is connected to the corresponding 
end G of the cylinder aft by a pipe, 
also H forward to H aft, as shown. 
The pipes, &c., being full of water, 
if piston F is forced up or down 
beyond the xV of an inch required to cover the annular port, piston 
J moves in a similar way. Thus the steersman on the bridge acts 
on the steering gear, through the piston J, its rod acting on the 
lever S of the steering engine valve. 

The steam steering gear is shown in elevation in Fig. 215, and in 
plan in Fig. 214. In Fig. 215 A is a cast-iron tiller keyed to the 
rudder-head B, having at its after end a double jaw C fitted with 
bearings, and at the other end D a toothed segment. A toothed quad- 
rant E is bolted to the deck, into this a pinion F gears. Shaft G is 
fastened to this, and bears a clutch-wheel H. The worm-wheel I 
embraces the clutch-wheel, the necessary friction for driving G being 
effected by the expanding clutch-wheel acting against a spring. The 
steering engines are carried on the tiller and move round with it, 
receiving and exhausting their steam through a double stuffing-box L 
on the rudder-head (see A, Fig. 214). MM are the steam cylinders, 
the slide valve N reversing the motion. This will show how the 
hydraulic arrangement acts on the steering engine. 
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Fig. 213. 
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The hydraulic communication has the advantage of being readily 
conveyed round comers and in out-of-the way places, whilst by its 
use the noise of chains is avoided. 

Special means are provided to supply any deficiency of water due 
to leakage, and an indicator is provided on the bridge to show the 




Fig. 214. 



position of the helm at any instant. The way in which the rectifica- 
tion of the liquid in the pipes and cylinders is effected each time the 
tiller comes amidships is very ingenious. It may be indicated briefly 
as follows : — Suppose the gear by leakage or other cause gets out 01 
correspondence, the hand-wheel being "hard over" forward whilst 
the springs have brought the gear aft to the amidships position; 
water is now sent into that part of the cylinder aft lettered H, which 
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drives the piston J hard over towards the stuffing-box end of the 
cylinder, moving the piston F. When the piston F enters the dis- 
tance-piece free communication is established between the cylinders 
on the bridge and both ends of the cylinder I aft. The springs then 
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exert their force and put the gear amidships, the whole being again 
in correspondence. 

Hydraulic Derrick. 

Coining now to apparatus for loading and unloading ships. 
Figs. 216 and 217 show A the lifting cylinder of a hydraulic derrick 
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Fig. 217. 
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with its ram and pulleys, the slewing cylinder B with its ram, pulleys and 
rope tackle made fast at C, the derrick being pulled in, and falling 
out by gravity owing to the rake of the mast. Fig. 217 shows a plan 
of the arrangement. 

A derrick which can be actuated either by steam or pressure- 
water has been recently brought out, as the cost of fitting hydraulic 
appliances in some cases prevented the use of the hydraulic form of 
the apparatus. 

Hydraulic Winch. 

This apparatus is shown in detail in Figs. 218 and 219. Two 
winding barrels A A (Fig. 218), on their frames BB with warping 
ends C C, are driven by the rams of three oscillating cylinders D 
(Fig. 219). These cylinders receive and exhaust their water through 
the trunnions by means of partially balanced cylindric valves E, 
somewhat like those of the Armstrong engine (Fig. 189), their casing 
remaining stationary, whilst the valve or plug E moves with the 
cylinder. The action of the rams on the crank is best Understood 
from Fig. 219. In order that the power of the winch may be adapted 
to some extent to the load, an arrangement is provided for changing 
the throw of the crank, even whilst the winch is at work. The crank- 
pin is fixed in two discs F, which are placed eccentrically with respect 
to the axis of the winch, and each of these discs revolves within a 
recessed face-plate fixed upon the winch-shaft, and is connected to it 
by sliding bolts I (Fig. 218). A series of corresponding holes in 
the two discs F are provided for the bolts so as to secure them in 
different positions ; the two bolts are withdrawn simultaneously by a 
lever and pushed in again by springs. Thus the stroke is varied 
from 6 inches to 18 inches to suit the load. The values of the 
stroke maybe 6, 9, 12, 15 or 18 inches, depending on the positions 
of the bolts. For the heaviest loads the speed is only about 20 revo- 
lutions per minute, and in that case the force on each ram is 3 tons, 
which with a stroke of 18 inches gives sufficient power without 
gearing, the rams acting directly on the winding barrel. Thus there 
is less noise or vibration than in the case of steam winches.* 

♦ For further information on this subject, see Mr. A. Betts-Brown's paper on 
* Hydraulic Power for Loading and Discharging Steamships,' read before the 
Institution of Naval Architects, 1890. 
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HYDRAULIC APPLIANCES FOR SHIPS OF WAR. 

The manipulation of heavy guns, and other operations which must 
be performed on board war-ships, render a complete hydraulic system 
necessary. For working gun-mountings hydraulic machinery pos- 
sesses many advantages over that worked by steam, compressed air, 
or electricity, for the following reasons : — Pipes conveying pressure- 
water can be led over a ship without causing heat or risk of fire. If a 
pipe be damaged no explosion takes place^ and the place of damage is 
easily located. Hydraulic power can be applied directly to work presses, 
lifts, &^c„ and it works silently, and the hydraulic system is best suited 
to arrangements combining recoil-absorbers with means for running the 
guns out and in. The perfection of the system now fitted in British 
war-ships is due almost entirely to the enterprise and talent with 
which the matter has been taken up at Elswick Works. 

It. may be well, in noticing a few of the recent developments in 
this field of marine engineering, to begin with th^ source of power. 

Hydraulic Pumping Engines of a British War-Ship. 

' *: Fig. 220* shows a section of a pair of engines such as may be 
seen on a modern war-s)iip. They consist of two compound engines, 
each with a high and a low-pressure cylinder, arranged in tandem. 
The piston-rods of these cylinders are connected to cranks which 
drive a shaft fitted with eccentrics for the regulation of the slide- 
valves, admitting steam to and exhausting it from the steam cylinders ; 
thejpiston-rods being prolonged and forming pump-rods as shown in 
the illustration. 

Each pump is provided with two delivery and one suction-valve. 
As the pump-rod moves in one direction, water is drawn into the 
pump through the suction-valve, and on the return stroke the charge 
of* water is forced through the first delivery valve. After this the 
water may be said to divide, half passing through the second deliver)' 
valve into the pressure main, the other half passing again into the 
pump behind the piston, the rod of which is of half the sectional area 
of the pump cylinder. The next stroke may be said to force this 
half charge through the valve into the main ; thus the pumps, being 
in duplicate, two for each engine, at each revolution of the crank-shaft 

♦ Figs. 220-225 ^^> l^y permission of Sir W. G. Armstrong & Co., copied 
from * Artillery. Its Progress and Present Position.' (J. Griffin & Co., 
Portsmouth.) 
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there are delivered four half-charges or two complete charges of a 
pump. This well-known form of pump is fully described at p. 343. 

Referring to the figure, A and B are respectively the low and high- 
pressure cylinders of one engine. The low-pressure piston is con- 
nected by rods D to the same cross-head as D' the. high-pressure 
piston-rod, the cross-head being also attached to the pump-rod K. 
On the forward Stroke of the plunger a charge of water is forced 
through the first delivery valve F, but since half this amount is re- 
quired to fill the space left by the plunger as it advances, half only of 
the charge is forced through the second delivery valve E into the 
mains. On the return stroke the water on the other side of the 
plunger is forced through E, thus the whole charge has now been 
forced into the mains, a new charge being drawn into the pump. 
The sectional area of K is half that of the pump cylinder. The slide 
valves M M' are worked by eccentric gearing from a shaft driven by 
connecting-rods from the cross-head^. 

The hydraulic governor P is most ingenious. It is in communi- 
cation with the pressure main, the water in which acts on a small 
plunger of the governor, which, when the pressure exceeds the normal 
intensity, rises against a spiral spring, this motion regulating the steam 
throttle-valve. To guard against the possibility of the engine and 
pumps racing, through, say, the fracture of a pressure-main reducing 
the pressure against which the pumps act, a Murdock's speed governor 
is also attached. Two separate sets of pumps are provided, each 
capable of supplying the whole installation. This fact, and the 
excellent hydraulic governor, render an accumulator unnecessary. 

Hydraulic Recoil Buffer. 

Coming now to some of the operations effected by the use of 
pressure-water, we may first notice the guns. Gun mountings have 
many duties to perform, one very important one being the absorption 
of at least the greater part of the energy of the recoil of the gun. 
The hydraulic system of doing this is in universal use for guns vary- 
ing from the small 3-pounder to the immense no-ton gun. The 
suggestion of the use of hydraulic resistance for this purpose is due 
to the late Sir W. Siemens, but the first recoil buffer was made at 
Woolwich. The principle was employed by Lord Armstrong in one 
of his earliest hydraulic cranes. The Woolwich buffer was first 
intended to act as an auxiliary to frictional compressors. The 
principle of recoil buffers is to provide a resistance to recoil, due to 
the passage of a fluid through a small orifice or orifices at a high 
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speed. Thus in the Woolwich buffer a closed cylinder was used, 
fitted with a packed piston-rod and a piston which had holes in it. 
The cylinder being filled with a liquid such as oil, the piston could 
only move by the passage of the liquid through the holes, hence, 
when the movement of the recoiling gun was transmitted to the 
piston, the higher the velocity of the latter the greater the resistance 
offered by the piston. Mr. Vavasseur's improved form had a port 
which was fitted with a valve gradually closing the orifice, the move- 
ment of the valve being effected through the medium of studs fitting 
spiral grooves in the cylinder. 



The Elswick Buffer, 

shown in Fig. 221, is that of a quick-firing gun. T is the piston, U 

the valve-key. The piston-rod is attached to a horn ^ on the gun. 

The recoil cylinder X is made of 

I forged steel, and is screwed into a 

J bracket Y. V is the controlling ram, 

^ W a plug for adjusting the action 

of V, and Z a small radial hole to 

admit the liquid into the cavity in 

the centre of the piston-rod during 

-.. recoil. iS is a bronze ring to pre- 

Fig. 221. ... J 

vent seizmg between piston and 

cylinder. It is easy to see how the appliance acts. It is on the tension 

principle — in other words, the recoil pressure acts on the annular area 

of the piston round the rod, which is in tension, the fluid finding its 

way through Z into the cavity left behind and round V, during recoil. 

The use of the controlling ram is very important, regulating the speed 

of the " running out." As the gun runs out again (from right to left) 

after recoil, the liquid escapes from the central cavity by a passage 

which is gradually closing by the ingress of the taper ram V, and thus 

the gun runs out with a decreasing speed, arriving gently at the front 

buffers or stops. 

Hydro-Pneumatic Disappearing Mounting for Guns* 

This is one of the most important of the applications of fluid 
pressure to gun-manipulation ; though given here, it is more usually 
employed on land, the gun being fired and loaded from a pit. It will 
be understood from an examination of Fig. 222. It acts somewhat as 
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follows : — ^When the gun is in the firing position it is kept up by the 
liquid, which is at a sufficient pressure to force out the ram of the 
recoil press, shown underneath the breech of the gun. This pressure 
is obtained by compressed air acting on the liquid. When the gun is 
fired the liquid is forced through recoil valves, not into an exhaust 
chamber, but into the compressed air chamber, further compressing 
the air, thus assisting, to a small extent, to absorb the recoil, which is 
mainly, however, absorbed by a recoil apparatus. When the energy 
of recoil is absorbed, the gun has descended into the lower or load- 
ing position, the air being much compressed, but it cannot force the 
liquid back into the recoil press since the valves are " non-retum " 
valves. If the charge be reduced, the gun is not brought quite down. 
A pump is provided for completing the lowering, or to bring the gun 
down without firing if required. 

When the gun is loaded, and all is ready, a valve is opened, and 
the liquid passes from the air compartment into the recoil cylinder, 
the ram is forced out and the gun rises, coming gradually to rest 
in the proper firing position, owing to the gradual automatic closing 
of the inlet valve. The gun having already been properly trained on 
the target, it can be fired immediately it is up, thus it only remains 
in an exposed position for a very short interval of time. This mount- 
ing, though originally designed for 6-inch guns, has been applied 
with the greatest success to 68-ton (13]^ inch) guns, the energy of 
recoil being in this case 730 ft.-tons. 

Referring to the figure, it will be seen that the recoil press has 
trunnions which rest on bearings in the platform. Thus the press 
can accommodate itself to the circular path of the upper end of the 
ram. Two rods connect the breech end of the gun to the gear. The 
dotted lines show the position of the gun when down. The lower 
ends of the rods can be set when the gun is down, so as to give any 
required elevation to the gun when it rises. The gear has a friction 
clutch in it which allows relative motion when the gear is subjected 
to an extra strain, which sometimes is experienced on firing. 
There is also an automatic brake fitted to the elevating gear. Sights 
are provided altogether independent of the gun, which can be " laid " 
when down, and the usual sights, as well as reflecting sights, are pro- 
vided, to be used if required. A pump is said to give the requisite 
initial pressure of about 1500 lbs. per square inch, for a 9*2 inch gun. 
The pit in which the gun is mounted is provided with an overhead 
shield to prevent the entrance of shells. This disappearing mounting 
has met with great success, and has been adopted or copied by many 
nations. Spring mountings have been used with some success. 
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Hydraulic Disappearing Mountings. 

These have also been constructed. The principle will be under- 
stood from Fig. 223. G is the gun resting on its platform, which 
rises and falls on the ram A* The accumulator has two large rams 
A A, and a much smaller one B. These three rams rise and fall 
together, bearing the accumulator load. Now if press B' merely 
communicates with a neighbouring tank, whilst A' A' form the presses 
giving pressure-water to the gun-press C, the pressure in A' and C will 
be sufficient to raise the gun. Now let B' no longer open into a low- 





a~^ra 



k. 



;^ 



Fig. 223. 

pressure cistern, but let it, too, act as one of the accumulator presses ; 
then the pressure of the water per square inch will be less than 
before, since the weight W is supported by a greater plunger area ; 
the consequence is the gun will sink downwards with its platform. 
As water goes into the cistern every time B falls, water must be sup- 
plied by a pump, to enable the accumulator to lift the gun to its 
proper position every time. It will be seen, however, that the 
arrangement acts somewhat like the balance of a hydraulic hotel lift, 
only a very small quantity of water being lost during each operation. 
The expense of this somewhat cumbrous arrangement for raising and 
lowering guns, and the comparative slowness of the action, have pre- 
vented it from being so largely used as might have been expected. 
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Hydraulic Engine for moving Turrets. 

Returning again to gun manipulation on ships of war, we notice 
that in many modem war-ships the gun, or a number of guns, are 
placed in a turret, which is made to revolve by hydraulic power. 
The movement of the "training gear" is one well adapted for 
hydraulic machinery, considerable rapidity being necessary with a 
steady creeping movement. Sometimes the training engine is placed 
inside the turret, to which pressure water is led by properly jointed 
pipes, the engine working a pinion which gears with a rack on the 
turret. Often, however, the engine is placed outside, this being pro- 
bably the better method. One of the engines is shown in Fig. 224. 
It will be seen that it has three oscillating cylinders with rams 




Fig. 224. 

operating cranks set at 120° to each other. The slide valves of the 
cylinders are worked by rods from an eccentric point in the trunnions, 
about which the cylinders oscillate. Each cylinder has a reversing 
valve, but all three reversing valves are worked from one shaft, this 
shaft being controlled by cylinders termed the " starting and reversing " 
cylinders. A hand-wheel in the sighting station of the turret sets a 
small slide-valve which admits water to one end of the above cylin- 
ders ; the pistons of those cylinders move and turn the shaft which 
is connected to the reversing valves. This shaft is also connected to 
the small slide-valve just mentioned. As soon as the pistons of the 
" starting and reversing " cylinders have come to the point necessary 
to give the desired speed to the engines, the small slide-valve is 
closed, the engines continuing to work until the small slide-valve is 
set in its central or "cut-off" position. It is sometimes necessary to 
stop the turret quickly, hence a powerful brake is provided, by means 
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of a strong spiral spring, which is always trying to press a block-brake 
on the training engine shaft, but it is kept from doing this by the 
water in a hydraulic cylinder connected with the brake. The same 
action of admitting water to the engines releases this block from the 
shaft, hence directly the engines are stopped the brake is applied. 

Referring to the figure, a hand-wheel in the turret actuates the 
small slide-valve referred to, pressure-water being admitted to the 
"starting and reversing" cylinders G shown to the left, the pistons 
of which act on the valves which start or reverse the main cylinders 
A. Thus the amount of movement of the valves of the " starting 
and reversing cylinders," and therefore the speed of the engine, de- 
pends on the amount of opening of the slide-valve by hand, though 
it is almost immediately afterwards closed automatically. 

One trunnion of each oscillating cylinder works a slide valve for 
the admission of pressure or the release of water through the opposite 
trunnion. Pressure is also admitted — at the same time as to AAA — 
to the small cylinder containing the piston which prevents the brake 
from acting. H is the large spring for closing the brake. 

Foreign vessels are sometimes fitted with training gear similar to 
that found on cranes. Two hydraulic cylinders placed near the 
turret have their rams connected by a pitch-chain, which passes 
round the base of the turret ; hence when one cylinder is opened to 
pressure and the other to exhaust the turret revolves. This arrange- 
ment requires considerable space, and the stretching of the chain 
gives rise to unsteadiness and difficulty. 

It may be mentioned here that manganese-bronze pipes are now 
used for the Cpnveyance of pressure-water in these installations, such 
pipes being stronger, weight for weight, than copper. 

Hydraulic Capstan for Magazines. 

Space does not admit a reference to more than a few of the pur- 
poses to which hydraulic power is applied on such ships as the most 
modem war-vessels of the British navy. An interesting case must 
close our brief notice. The use of a hydraulic capstan for moving 
heavy ammunition in magazines saves much labour. 

The magazines are fitted with a complete system of machines. 
The way in which the ammunition is stowed — the shell, &c., being 
in long " bays " divided into compartments — ^admits of the use of an 
overhead travelling crane for fore and aft transport, as well as 
hydraulic purchases — very similar to hydraulic cranes — for hoisting 
and traversing. The projectiles are thus hoisted and traversed over 
to bogies which run on rails ; they are then brought to the charging 
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Fig. 225. 
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cages, which work up and down the ammunition shafts. These cages 
are fitted with safety gear, the suspending wire rope being fastened 
to levers which bear teeth at their other ends, which, if the wire 
breaks, are forced against the guides and support the cages. The 
" hydraulic rammer," a beautiful contrivance, takes the ammunition 
from the cage and forces it into the gun. 

The hydraulic capstan forms a useful feature of the magazine 
machinery, by which the haulage of the bogies containing powder- 
cases, &c., can be readily effected. Fig. 225 shows the arrangement 
of one of these, consisting of a bollard worked by a small oscillating 
three-cylinder hydraulic engine, the cylinders being set at 120° to 
each other. The pressure water is admitted by a throttle-valve 
worked by the foot, a spiral spring closing it when the foot is 
removed. The trunnions of the cylinders have ports cut in them, 
and these ports are brought into the pressure and exhaust positions 
by the oscillation of the cylinder, in a way fully described under the 
heading " Hydraulic Engines." 



XXVI.' 
. HYDRAULIC MACHINE TOOLS. 

Probably in no department of engineering has the use of hydraulic 
power met with more success than in its application to certain 
machine tools. This success is due to the peculiar suitability of 
pressure-water as the motive agent for the performance of a certain 
class of operations requiring the exertion of a great force with com- 
paratively slow motion, as in punching, riveting and the like. 

The widespread and successful use of hydraulic machine tools in 
our time is largely due to the talent, energy, and persevering initiative 
of the late Mr. Ralph Hart Tweddell, M.Inst.CE., who maybe called 
the father of the system. Mr. Tweddell was educated at Cheltenham 
College, serving his apprenticeship with the firm of Messrs. R. and 
W. Hawthorn, of Newcastle-on-Tyne. Whilst there, Mr. Tweddell 
gave evidence of his inventive powers, and took out his first patent 
at the early age of 20. His attention was soon attracted to the 
wasteful and imperfect methods of transmitting power, then exclu- 
sively employed in engineering works. In large works, often covering 
many acres, either wasteful steam pipes to operate motors, or the 
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usual cumbrous and noisy shafting and gearing were alone employed 
to transmit power, often over long distances. Especially when this 
power was used intermittently, and yet, to be always available, the 
shafting must continually revolve, as when used for such operations as 
riveting, punching, shearing, &c., it became evident to Mr. Tweddell 
that a more efficient system was necessary. Yet the first successful 
attempts to transmit power by hydraulic means, and utilise it for this 
class of work, were made rather with a view to improvement of the 
work than greater efficiency. 

The first hydraulic machine tool was a small one, constructed for 
the purpose of tightening the ends of the tubes of marine boilers in 
their tube-plates. This proving successful, the inventor's attention 
was next directed to some of the other weak points in the processes 
then employed in boiler construction, and the bad character of the 
riveting seemed to offer a promising field for improvement. 

Steam pressures increasing meant thicker plates and more of them 
to be riveted together with larger rivets, and as hand-riveting did not 
improve, hydraulic power was tried. This proved a great success, 
Tweddell's first stationary riveter, made and used by Messrs. Thomp- 
son and Boyd, of Newcastle, proving the advantages of the new 
system. Mr. Tweddell patented his first stationary riveter in 1865, 
and his portable riveter in 1872. Thousands of hydraulic riveters 
have since been made, and this method of riveting is now specified 
for in all high-class work in which it is possible to employ it. 

The peculiar fitness of hydraulic power for such work is evident 
when we consider that in riveting, say, railway girders, a pressure of 
40 tons — equal to the weight of a large locomotive — ^has to be applied 
to the hot rivet in order not only to properly form the head of the 
rivet, but at the same time to bring the plates into closest contact 
and cause the rivet to fill every part of the hole. The pressure of 
the water being known, the greatest force the hydraulic riveter can 
exert can easily be calculated, and this force cannot be exceeded, 
nor the machine strained, as an ordinary riveter would be if forced 
beyond its capacity. 

This is where the great advantage of hydraulic riveting comes in, 
some of our largest riveting machines exerting on the plates a final 
squeeze of as much as 150 or 200 tons; thus a large number of 
plates can be brought very closely together and the rivets, often 9 or 
10 inches long, forced into every portion of the holes. 

Another important advantage is that the stroke can be varied as 
required, this variable range of travel being practically unobtainable 
in geared machines. 
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After the excellence of the work done by hydraulic riveters was 
clearly demonstrated, punching, shearing, and other machines actuated 
in the same way quickly came into use, and the great efficiency of 
such a system of machines driven by water from one central source, 
became apparent. The long lines of shafting, with their attendant 
dirt, noise, and danger, in many cases gave place to lines of piping 
buried out of sight in the ground, meandering in and out by curious 
paths to the machines to be supplied. The power thus available is 
as it were stored up in the pipes and accumulator, and when there is 
no demand for it there is no waste — ^unlike the revolving shafts and 
gearing which are always wasting energy if available for immediate 
work. 

Portable Machines. 

In what may be termed the manual hydraulic epoch, hydraulic 
machines somewhat like the hydraulic jack were employed. Fig. 226 
shows a section of one of these 
machines, a hand punching" bear." 
H is a stout ram capable of moving 
in a cylinder formed in the cast- 
ing which constitutes the frame- 
work of the machine. . This ram 
is rendered watertight by a cup^ 
leather F, which is fastened to the 
top of the ram by a set-screw and 
washer. Above the ram is a casing 
containing a reservoir A, usually 
filled with water. On working the 
upper handle, water is first drawn 
in and then forced down by the 
pump-plunger, seen inside its barrel 
D, into the space above the ram. 
Thus the ram, with the punch let in- 
to it as shown, is urged downwards, 
and the punch forced through the 
plate placed in the space or jaws 
underneath. 

The lower handle isiiprovided for 
withdrawing the punch by admitting pressure water to the annular 
space under the head of the ram. 

This machine is slow and its power very limited, though it proved, 
in those early days, a useful portable apparatus for small jobs. 




Fig. 226. 
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The first portable riveter supplied from pressure mains is illus- 
trated in Fig. 227. It will be seen that this machine consists of tw^o 




Fig. 227. 

Strong jaws movable about a hinge at one end, having the riveting 
dies for shaping the rivet at their other and opposite extremities. 
The jaws and dies are closed on the rivet by the ram of a small 
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press which forms one extremity of shackles embracing the centre of 
the riveter. The pressure water is led to this press by a more or 
less flexible pipe, and as the ram emerges from its press the shackles 
press the dies tightly on the rivet and plates. Worm and worm- 
wheel gearing are provided for turning the machine into various 
positions. Of course in riveting — ^unlike punching — very little power 
is required for a back stroke. The machine can readily be altered 
so as to rivet at either end, or can be made to suit different sizes of 
work. This riveter, patented in 187 1, was used to rivet up ships' 




Fig. 228. 

frames. It was somewhat expensive, and not so well suited for heavy 
work as a direct-acting machine. In the following year the first 
bridge was riveted in situ on an English railway by portable 
machines. 

The frames and keels of our great Atlantic liners were soon 
riveted almost exclusively in this way, and portable riveters gradually 
developed into neater and more perfect forms. Figs. 228 and 229 
show typical modem instances, and modifications by others, of the 
Tweddell system. In Fig. 228 the jaws are movable about a pivot 

X 
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or gudgeon placed nearly centrally, the hydraulic cylinder and ram 
being (in section) curved to arcs of circles with the axis of this 
gudgeon as centre, and thus a very compact machine is obtained ; 
the egress of the ram under the influence of the pressure water, 
which is led from pressure mains to the curved cylinder by the 
flexible pipe shown, causing the closing of the dies on the rivet and 
plates. 

Another form of portable machine, in this case direct-acting, is 
shown in Fig. 229. Here the framework of the riveter is a solid 




Fig. 229. 



piece of metal with the press immediately over one of the dies, io 
which the ram is attached. The provision for slewing is shown in 
the figure, the flexible pipe allowing any necessary motion. This \% 
really a small stationary machine, supported and moved by suitable 
gear. The pressure water which is used to work the machine is aJso 
employed to actuate the suspending gear. This is an advantage as 
many of these portable machines weigh several tons, and are capabJe 
of exerting a force of 30 tons on the rivet, closing three or four 
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rivets per minute. Fig. 230 shows an interesting application of such 
machines to rivet up the keel of an Atlantic liner. 




Fig. 230. 

In Fig. 231 is shown a section of a portable riveter. The die D 
is forced out by pressure water acting on the main ram R, which 
contains the plate-closing ram P ; to the latter is attached the plate- 
closer C. Q is a ram under constant pressure which withdraws R 
and P, when the cylinders of the latter are opened to exhaust. 

Water is admitted to act on P, through the telescopic joint 
formed by T and E, whilst pipe S conducts water to act on R, and 
the constant pressure ram is acted on by water admitted at A. 

The riveter is slung by L, and is allowed to swivel by the joint 
at J. 

Stationary Machines. 

Fig. 232 shows a combined punching and shearing machine of the 
stationary type. There is a cylinder and ram for punching, also a 
separate cylinder and ram for shearing, and an additional set for 
angle cutting. Two pipes communicate with each cylinder, one for 
pressure and one for exhaust. Piston valves, worked by the levers 
shown, control the motion of each ram. When the pressure water 
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is exhausted from each cylinder, a piston, which is always under 
constant pressure, causes the working ram to rise. There is an 
automatic cut-off gear for restoring the levers to their shut-off position 
when the main ram reaches the extremity of its downward stroke. 
Small cranes are provided for handling the plates. 




Fig. 233. 

Fig. 233 gives a view of a large stationary riveter, capable of exert- 
ing on the rivet and plates a closing pressure of 150 tons. 

The next figure but one gives a view of the valves and other 
internal parts of a similar machine. 
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when the water from K and R is exhausted and goes back into the 
tank, the pressure on the back of S returning everything to its normal 
position, the face of S being open to exhaust. 




To avoid complication, all the details of valves are not shown in 
the figures, but it will be understood that there are three levers at L, 
which work the valves. 
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Internal Arrangements of Stationary Punching 
Machine. 

A section of one of Tweddell's hydraulic punching machines is 
shown in Fig. 234. B is the main ram, to which is attached the 
punch P. When B is forced out of its cyUnder A by the ingress of 
pressure water at C, the punch is forced through the plate, which has 
previously been placed over the die D. K is a small piston whose 
rod is R. This piston is used for withdrawing the punch, the space 
under K being always open to pressure. The upper side of K is 
open to the atmosphere. The spaces at S are filled with hemp or 
other packing. The method of making B and R water-tight by U 
leathers is clearly shown in the illustration. The lever L is connected 
to the hand lever which works the controlling valve, so that when the 
punch has pierced the plate the space C is opened to exhaust, and 
piston K withdraws the ram B. 

Section of Stationary Riveter. 

In Fig. 235 are seen three views, including a section, of a large 
hydraulic riveter, such as that shown in Fig. 233, with Tweddell's 
patent water-saving device. . The arrangement may be briefly de- 
scribed as follows : — 

The cylinder M, working on the fixed ram K, bears the riveting 
die D, whilst inside M works the piston R, which is connected to the 
annular plate-closing tool C. The heated rivet having been placed 
in position in its hole, D and C are advanced to the work by the 
automatic drawback piston S, pressure water being admitted to both 
sides of it by the two pipes P P', the advance being due mainly to 
the preponderance of pressure on the full or face area over that on 
the annular area of this piston, but assisted somewhat by low-pressure 
water, which is, at the same time, taken into the main and plate-closing 
cylinders from a tank at a height of about 20 feet above the machine. 
The cupping die and plate-closing tool having been brought up to the 
work, pressure water is now admitted to the plate-closing cylinder, the 
annular tool C pressing the plates closely together. Pressure water 
now inters the main cylinder through the lower of the three valves 
a^ by c, the die D closing the rivet with a pressure due to the dif- 
ference of the areas of the rams K and R, some water passing from 
the plate-closing to the main cylinder through the common pressure 
pipe, to allow the latter cylinder to move relative to R. The pres- 
sure is kept on the rivet for a little while until it cools somewhat, 
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when the water from K and R is exhausted and goes back into the 
tank, the pressure on the back of S returning everything to its normal 
position, the face of S being open to exhaust. 




To avoid complication, all the details of valves are not shown in 
the figures, but it will be understood that there are three levers at L, 
which work the valves. 
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Hydraulic Forging Press. 

The hydraulic forging press was first introduced at the works of 
Sir Joseph Whitworth & Co. Sir Joseph Whitworth suggested the 
application of high pressure to steel castings of all shapes, as well as 




Fig. 236. 

to ingots. This was found impracticable, but the managing director 
of the Company, Mr. Gledhill, tried the forging of -ingots by a 
suitable press after compression. 
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These forging presses are now used in many of the leading rail- 
way and other works. Fig. 236 shows one of these machines. They 
can be made to exert a force of about 10,000 tons at each blow or 
squeeze. 

Hydraulic Flanging Press. 

A large flanging press of Tweddell's system is shown in Fig. 237. 
Large machines formerly in use exerted a force of, say, 650 tons. 




Fig. 237. 

finishing the operation of flanging in one heat, and giving product? 
which — passing through the same dies — were identical. 
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For the heaviest marine work this machine is unsuitable, and the 
cost of a machine to do the work on this principle would be pro- 
hibitive. The flanger shown in the illustration does the work " step 
by step." Instead of having dies and blocks the full size of the 
work, a small segment of a circle only is used, and the plate, having 
been properly, centred, is 
turned round, and having 
been seized and held firmly 
in place on this segment by 
one ram, another descends 
and turns the flange over, the 
operation being completed by 
a third ram, which comes for- 
ward and squares up the 
flange. The operation is 
thus performed in a manner 
similar to that practised by 
hand, but the blow or pres- 
sure is from 50 to 100 tons, 
instead of numberless small 
blows being delivered by ham- 
mers. As before, the rams 
move in the exhaust direc- 
tion by the action of a sepa- 
rate ram or piston, which 
is under constant pressure. 
The illustration shows clearly 
the position of the rams and 
the general construction of 
the machine. 

Hydraulic Plate 
Bender. 

One of Tweddell's hy- 
draulic plate-bending presses 
is shown in Fig. 238. Bend- pj- 238. 

ing boiler plates in hydraulic 

presses is not a new operation, Messrs. Eltringham, of South Shields, 
being probably the first to adopt this method. The method is much 
superior to rolls, as there is much less risk of fracture of the plate. 
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Besides, the cost of rolls sufficiently powerful to bend plates of if inch 
thickness is great, and there is difficulty in bending the plate to the 
true curve required, at the end which last leaves the rolls. 

Mr. Tweddell's bender has the advantage over others of a similar 
type of having the girders which bend the plates placed vertically so 
that the plate is fed as shown in horizontal section in Fig. 239, and is 
thus easily handled. 

The very ingenious parallel motion used in the multiple punching 
and plate-shearing machines of Tweddell's system is used to work 
the moving girder. 

The machine consists, as will be seen from the illustration, of two 
vertical fixed girders united by a common bedplate, and also a top 
girder. In Fig. 238 a portion of this 
girder is moved upwards out of its 
seat. The inner edge of the outer 
girder is convex (Fig. 239), the oppo- 
site edge of the moving girder being 
concave; hence, when the latter ap- 
proaches the former, it bends the plate 
to the required radius. It is not neces- 
sary that the dies should come together 
so that the plate fits accurately the 
space between them, as it has been 
found that it is sufficient if the dies 
bear on three points, but there must 
be a suitable gear to regulate the 
moving die to travel the proper dis- 
tance at each stroke, this distance 
being constant throughout the opera- 
tion, so as to ensure uniform curvature. 
Mr. Tweddell's parallel motion secures this. The hydraulic cylinder 
is fixed to the back girder, the top of the ram being attached to a 
cross-head carrying two rollers. By means of two side rods two 
similar rollers are raised, simultaneously with the top ones. Two 
straight facing pieces are on the moving girder, whilst on the back 
standard are two inclined planes. The rollers, which are in contact 
with one another and with the above bearing surfaces, are pushed 
up by the ram, force the moving girder forward, and press the plate,, 
the return motion being effected by gravity, assisted by a hydraulic 
cylinder on the back girder. 

These machines will take in and bend cold, steel plates ij inch 
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Fig. 239. 
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thick and 13 feet wide, to the final curvature at a speed of from 
2 to 2J feet per minute. The length of the plates is, of course, 
unlimited. 

Advantages of Hydraulic Riveting. 

In riveting plates together a frictional resistance to sliding is pro- 
duced, almost equal to welding, owing to the tightness with which 
the plates are held together by the rivets. In fact, this frictional 
resistance has a good deal to do, in the first instance, with pre- 
venting deformation. 

The limit of this resistance is variable ; it depends on the nature 
of the material of the rivets, the temperatures at which the operation 
of riveting is commenced and finished, and the method of riveting. 

For a joint consisting of not less than three rivets the following 
resistances (experimentally determined) may be relied on, the limit of 
elasticity of the rivets employed being quoted. 



Frictional Resistance to Sliding. 



Limit of Elasticity of Metal 

forming the Rivet per 

square inch. 


Method 
of Riveting. 


Temperature at which the 
Rivet is Closed. 


inch of Sections of 
Rivet to be Sheared. 


tons. 
11-4 (iron) .. .. 


Hand 


Bright-red heat 


tons. 

^•5 


14-0 „ .. .. 


>} 


»» ' »» 


3*0 


II-4 „ .. .. 


Hydraulic 


White heat 


3*2 


14-0 „ .. .. 


>» 


>• 


3*7 


14-0 (steel) .. .. 


Hand 


Bright-red heat 


2-85 


14*6 „ .. .. 


>> 


»> »» 


3*2 


i4'o , 


Hydraulic 


White heat 


3-8 


14*6 , 


»« 


)» 


4*2 



The ultimate shear stress of the rivets was found to be not less 
than three-fourths of their ultimate tensile stress. The above experi- 
ments show the superiority of hydraulic riveting. 

Cost of Riveting. 

The following facts in regard to riveting in shipbuildmg are 
interesting : — 
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Hand Riveting. 



Riveting of keels — 

Rivets closed in 9 hours, 100 . . 
Frame riveting — 

Rivets closed in 9 hours, 300 . . 

Beams „ ,, 400.. 



Hydraulic Riveting. 



200 (same size of rivets) 

1000 
1000 



Relative Cost per 
1 100 Rivets Formed. 
1 Hydraulic 
H^nd 



The relative advantages of hydraulic and hand riveting as regards 
cost and speed may be exhibited in the form of curves, as in Figs. 
240 and 241. 

It will be understood that there is here shown by each pair of 
corresponding points * on the two curves, say, the cost in two cases 
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Fig. 240. 



of forming 100 rivets under similar conditions; points on the other 
pair of curves showing, in the same way, the number of rivets formed 
in a given time. 

♦ The actual points plotted are mainly at the apexes. 
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Many other curves of a similar kind might be given, but the 
student is referred to Mr. Tweddell's numerous papers on the sub- 
ject, and to the record of Professor Kennedy's experiments on the 
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Fig. 241. 

strength of riveted joints, published in the * Proceedings of the Insti- 
tution of Mechanical Engineers,' for further information. 
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XXVII. 
PUMPS. 

Devices for raising water are both numerous and interesting. Many 
of the more ancient of these are described in Ewbank's * Hydraulics/ 
and our space does not admit of a lengthened reference to them. 

A pump has been defined as an apparatus for lifting water by 
the motion of a piston in a cylinder. This definition does not, how- 
ever, include such important appliances as the centrifugal pump, nor 
pumps of the " pulsometer " class. 

The Syringe^ a very ancient apparatus, is no doubt the parent of 
the modern pump. 

The Suction^ or Atmospheric Pump, is a contrivance for producing 
a more or less complete vacuum in a pipe, the lower end of which 
is immersed in water, and thus raising water to the bucket. Such 
a pump requires two valves, one opening upwards, allowing the 
water to pass through, but not to return, the other for exhausting 
the air and lifting the water raised by suction. v 

In 1 641 a Florentine pump-maker constructed an atmospheric 
or "sucking" pump, and tried te raise water to a height of 50 or 
60 feet. The attempt proved abortive, though an examination 
showed the pump to be perfect. After numerous attempts, the 
difficulty was submitted to Galileo, who was a native of Florence. 
The action of such pumps was in those days explained on the prin- 
ciple that Nature "abhorred a void," and by some occult means 
tried to prevent such being formed, or to fill it, if formed, with what- 
ever was most convenient. 

The limit of this occult power was not surmised, and Galileo, 
then an old man of eighty, did nothing more to solve the difficulty 
than to state that this law was " limited, and ceased to operate for 
heights above 32 or ^^ feet." 

Torricelli, in 1643, announced his great discovery that water is 
raised in pumps by the pressure of the air, and by exact experiments 
he determined the intensity of that pressure. 

Pascal, shortly afterwards, silenced objectors to the new law by 
showing that the height of the barometric column was, in accordance 
with Torricelli's discovery, less at the top of a mountain than at its 
base. The discovery of Torricelli led to the construction of the air- 
pump, and in 1654 Otto Guerricke, of Magdeburg, made experiments 
with it before the German Emperor and others. 

Y 
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The exact pressure of the atmosphere being known, and hence 
the limit of the height to which water can be raised by " suction," 
the suction pump came into universal use. Since the pressure of 
the atmosphere is usually about 14*7 lbs. per square inch, if it were 
possible to produce a perfect vacuum in a pipe — ^for convenience 
the beginner may imagine it to be one square foot in section and 
bent round under the water so as to present a horizontal end to the 
pressure of the air and a slight layer of water over it — this air- 
pressure acting on the water overlying the pipe would, neglecting 
friction, compel it to ascend the pipe to such a height as to give a 
balancing pressure of 14* 7 lbs. per square inch. Since a cubic foot 
of water weighs 62 '4 lbs., evidently 14*7 x 144 = 62*4 X ^, where 
h is the height of the column of water balancing the air-pressure. 
From this it is evident that ^ is 33 • 8 feet. 

The pressure of the air varies from day to day with the height of 
the barometer, and it is best to take the case of least pressure, hence 
for calculation purposes it may be taken that a column of water 32 feet 
in height will balance the pressure of the atmosphere. This marks 
the extreme limit to which water can be raised by suction, but as it 
is impossible to produce a perfect vacuum in a common pump, and 
on account of friction, from 25 to 28 feet is found to be the practical 
limit. If, however, some air be allowed to mingle with the ascending 
column of water, this column being lighter than if composed solely 
of water, may be raised to a greater height than 32 feet, but the 
stream will be discontinuous and the action of the pump very imper- 
fect. 

The height to which water will rise may be calculated in a given 
case, somewhat as follows : suppose the fixed clack to be, say, i foot 
from the bucket or moving part, when the latter is at the bottom of 
its stroke. Then, if the stroke be, say, 2 feet^ the air which occupied 
I foot in length of barrel will, after an up-stroke, occupy 3 feet, or 
will be at \ its former pressure. Since a perfect vacuum represents 
32 feet rise, this, which may be called f of a perfect vacuum, will give 
a lift by suction of 32 x f=2i^ feet. This water will only be 
raised to the clack, but a very slight increase of stroke will raise it 
to the bucket. This calculation is, of course, made on the supposi- 
tion that it is impossible to produce a greater vacuum under the 
clack or suction-valve than can be produced above it in one stroke 
if the clack does not open. The lift will thus be not more than 
32 — -^, where h is the height of a column of water equivalent to the 
rarefied air-pressure in the barrel. 

Example, — Suppose the suction-valve is 25 feet above the water, 
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the stroke i 
foot, and the 
distance from 
the bucket to 
the clack 3 
inches, find 
whether the 
water will rise. 
The air filling 
3 inches or J of a foot, after the up-stroke 

fills It foot; its pressure is therefore, ^ 

If ^^ 

- 3- ot an atmosphere ; this pressure is 

equivalent to a column of water } x 
32 feet, or 6-4 feet in height, hence the 
lift by suction is 32 - 6-4 or 25-6 feet, 
and our pump will do if everything is as 
stated, and we can neglect friction. 

The height to which water will rise by 
suction in the case of a ram pump, can be 
found in a similar way, reducing the space 
around and under the ram to an equiva- 
lent length of pipe of the same diameter 
as the ram. 

It will be seen from the above that, 
other things being equal, the longer the 
stroke and the shorter the distance be- 
tween the bucket or piston and fixed valve, 
the greater the Uft of the pump. 

Lift Pump. 

Fig. 242 shows an old form of wooden 
lift-pump. It is circular in section, A 
being a log of wood which forms the work- 
ing barrel with spout F attached. A is 
coned at the end and is driven tightly on 
to the suction-pipe D, made with a cor- 
responding taper and plugged at M, the 
water entering by the side holes shown. 
A is the working barrel bored out 
smoothly, or sometimes fitted with a metal 

Y 2 Fig. 242. 



J 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



324 



Hydraulic Machinery. 



liner as shown, containing the bucket B, moved by the pump-rod E. 

C is the suction-valve or clack fastened to the top of D, consisting 

of a flap of leather weighted with heavy wood or lead. The bucket 

valve on its upper side has a similar flap. Once the water passes tiie 

bucket it is simply raised like an ordinary load. 

Let / be the length of the stroke and d the diameter of the barrel 

in feet, then the quantity of water lifted each stroke is (neglecting 

slip) '7854 ^/^/ cubic feet. If the pump makes n strokes per minute, 

and the total lift be h feet, the horse-power represented in water 

raised is 

^854_X_62-4j^^/«A ^ .00148 ^/«^ 
33,000 

This rule also applies to a single-acting, and multiplied by 2, to a 
double-acting force-pump, d being the diameter of the plunger or 
piston. The ratio of this power to that given to the pump is its 
efficiency, which ;usually increases with the lift h in pumps of this 
class, as many of the resistances are nearly constant. A centrifugal 
pump, on the other hand, decreases in efficiency 
beyond a certain value of h. 

The quantity discharged per hour (in gallons) 
is, on the same assumption, = 294^^ In for a 
single-acting pump. 

In calculations of suction height, like those 
given above, but of a more practical nature, it 
will also be necessary to make allowance for the 
resistance of bends, orifices, &c., and the slip of 
water past the valve will take probably at least 
6 inches off* the height of the column of water 
capable of being raised. The actual horse-power 
given out will be less than that given by the rule, 
on account of these and other disturbing in- 
fluences. 

Plunger Force-pump. 

When the height to which the water has to be 
raised is considerable, it may be forced part of the 
way, or when the water has to be forced into a 
vessel against pressure, a piston or plunger force- 
pump is usually employed. This must be of a Fig. 243. 
much stronger construction than the lift-pump. 

Fig. 243 shows a small hand force-pump. Instead of a bucket 
a plunger is here adopted, ; this plunger passing water and air-tight 
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through a stuffing-box. When the plunger is raised, water is drawn 
into the pump barrel by suction, and on the down-stroke the valve A 




closes and C opens, the water being forced up the pipe to the spout, 
which may be at any required height above the plunger. The 
hydrostatic pressure the pump must withstand may be calculated as 
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the pressure due to a column of water of the height of the spout, and 
the amount of water entering the delivery pipe each stroke as that 
of a column of water of the cross-section of the plunger, and same 
length as the stroke of the latter. 

Care must be taken that the pump-plunger does not move faster 
than the water can enter behind it, else the plunger on returning will 
meet the water, and a shock \iill result. The pressure produced by 




Fig. 245. 

such shock may be great, and is a matter of extreme importance in 
all calculations of the strength of pump-barrels, pipes, &c. (See 
p. 188.) 

A form of plunger-pump much in use is shown at Fig. 244, 
where R is the horizontal plunger or piston, moving water-tight 
through the gland G, but not necessarily filling the barrel B. A is 
the suction-valve up through which the water ascends on the back- 
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ward stroke of R ; on the forward stroke water is forced through the 
delivery-valves C and D and the delivery-pipe P. Two valves are 
provided to ensure the non-return of the water in the event of one 
valve sticking, also to enable an .examination or repair, of that part 
of the pump outside C, to be effected. The valves are ball-valves, 
which are now much used. This form of pump is convenient, and 
is much used for forcing the feed-water into steam boilers, &c. The 
pump is single-acting. 

Three-throw Pumps. 

A combination 01 three pumps, generally single-acting, all driven 
from on& crank-shaft by cranks set at angles of 120° to each other, 
is often employed ; offering a more uniform resistance than single or 
double pumps, and giving a nearly constant discharge. 

' Fig. 245 shows a neat little combination of a three-throw Gould 
pump driven by a Robinson hot-air engine. Each pump is single- 
acting, its piston being of the " trunk " type ; i. e. it is a cylinder 
closed at one end, to which is attached the piston-rod, which also 
forms the connecting-rod, and which oscillates inside the piston as 
the crank revolves. The suction-valves are at one side of the base, 
and the delivery-valves at the other side. Instead of an engine an 
electric motor is often employed to drive such pumps, where current 
is readily obtainable. 



Double-acting Pump. 

Fig. 246 shows a form of double-acting pump, in which A is the 
working barrel, with one suction and one delivery pipe. When B 
moves forward F opens, admitting water to A, G also opening to 
allow the water above B to pass to the delivery branch K. On the 
down-stroke F and G close and E and H open, part of the water 
in A being forced through H, and water entering by E behind B 
as required. There are many forms of double-acting pump, but this 
will explain the action. 

The Davidson Steam Pump. • 

There are, of course, many forms of steam pump, A good, and 
somewhat peculiar form of single-cylinder steam pump, the Davidson 
steam pump, is shown in Fig. 247. 

It has one steam and one water cylinder, and is double-acting. 
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The peculiarity of the pump is its valve-motion j the valve — ^a cylin- 
drical valve — ^is moved both by steam pressure and by mechanical 
means. 

The valve, as will be seen from the figure, is attached to two 
pistons which assist in moving it. In the exhaust passage is a cam 




which is rocked by an arm connected with the piston-rod. This 
cam engages a steel pin attached to the valve, and it not only moves 
the! valve axially, but also rocks it on its axis. By moving it round 
on its axis, passages are opened and closed which admit steam to or 
exhaust it from one end or other of the valve-chest. If we imagine 
one main steam port completely open, the first motion of the cam 
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will be to turn the valve on its axis, thus, in due time, bringing it 
into position to admit steam to the auxiliary piston, thus moving the 
valve. The valve will then be closed mechanicaily slightly before 
the end of the main piston stroke, so as to cushion the steam in the 
main cylinder and bring the piston to rest. The next motion of 




Fig. 247. 

the cam will be to open the other auxiliary port to steam, and the 
last to exhaust, and so on. The pump has thus no dead centre, 
the auxiliary ports being opened whenever the main ports are closed. 
The mechanical movement of the valve ensures uniform length of 
stroke, and also ensures that, at a high rate of speed, the valve shall 
be carried by a mechanical connection. 



Duplex Pumps. 

A duplex pump consists of two sets, each consisting of a steam 
piston and a pump-plunger, usually connected directly together, and 
each working in its own cylinder. The great feature of a duplex 
pump is that the movement of the steam-valve of one steam cylinder 
is eflfected by the piston of the other steam cylinder. This arrange- 
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ment allows the water-pistons to stop or pause momentarily at the 
end of each stroke ; the water-valves thus find their seats without 
shock, and the pump wears well. The pistons whilst in motion 
move with a nearly uniform velocity, not like fly-wheel pumps, in 
which the pistons being driven from a crank going round uniformly, 
have a varying velocity. Water is delivered by duplex pumps in a 
constant stream, and without that concussion noticeable in other 
kinds of pumps. The duplex pump is the invention of Mr. Henry R. 
Worthington. 

The Worthington Steam Pump. 

Fig. 248 gives a good example of a modem duplex pump, show- 
ing one side or set of steam and pump-pistons and valves, of the 
simple form of the pump. 

The steam-piston A and the pump-plunger B are on the same rod 
which gives motion to a swinging arm F, at the other end of the spindle 




Fig. 248. 

of which is a similar but shorter arm connected to the valve of the 
other steam cylinder. E, the valve of the cylinder shown, is moved 
by the piston-rod of the further set. Thus, when A moves forward 
to the end of the stroke, A' (its neighbour steam-piston) should be 
at the back end of it^ stroke, which will move E to its back position. 
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opening the forward port in order to force A back again. The 
steam-valve has neither lap nor lead, but as soon as the piston covers 
the first port, which is the exhaust, the steam in the cylinder is 
cushioned in front of H to prevent it striking the cylinder-cover. 
Each piston when it reaches the end of its stroke waits for its valve 
to be moved over by the other steam-piston before making the return 
stroke, there being, as the cut shows, a certain amount of free- 
dom or slack between the nuts on the valve-spindle, which allows 
a spindle to move some distance before acting on its Valve. A 
similar motion is ol?tained where Corliss valves are used, by having 
the lever working the valves attached to a pin working in a slot. In 
this way the pump-valves get time to seat themselves quietly, and 
wear well, there being smooth and natural motion. As one or other 
steam-valve must be always open, there is no dead point, and the 
pump is always ready to start. India-rubber valves are shown on 
the pump end, but it must be remembered that this material is 
unsuitable for such purposes as forcing water into steam boilers, for 
working against heavy pressures, or for pumping hot water. 

In the latter case the water, if over 150° F. in temperature, 
should, if possible, be allowed to flow into the pump-barrel, as it is 
difficult to lift hot water by suction, a sufficient decrease of pres- 
sure causing boiling of the water. The difficulty increases with the 
temperature of the water. 

Rankine's formulae connecting the pressure and temperature of 
the boiling-point of water, are as follows : — 

log/ = A - - - ^, 

where / is the pressure per square foot, and T the absolute Fahrenheit 
temperature (= ordinary Fahrenheit temperature -f 461). 

This formula may be used when T is known and / is required. 
\ip is known, T can be found from the inverse formula, which is 



where 



A = 8-2591, 
logB = 3*43642, 

log C = 5*59873; ••• C = 396,945. 
B B^ 

— = -003441, and -—2 = '00001 184. 
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The pressure produced above the hot water may be calculated 
as before, knowing the dimensions of the pump, when the tem- 
perature of the boiling-point of the water can be determined from 
the second formula. This temperature must be considerably greater 
than the actual temperature of the water if the pump is to work 
properly. 

Example. — An ordinary suction-pump is applied to lift water at 
a temperature of 120° F. The distance between the bucket and the 
suction-valve at the bottom of the stroke is 3 inches ; the stroke 
being 6 inches. Imagining the suction-pipe to be very short, and 
that the pump is filled with air to begin with, find if the water will be 
lifted or if it will boil ; also the temperature at which it will boil. 

Ans.—Vi will be lifted. It boils at 161° F. 

WORTHINGTON COMPOUND HiGH-DUTY PUMPING ENGINE. 

This engine, shown in section in Fig. 249, has been brought to 
great perfection. It consists of two pairs of tandem cylinders, one 
pair being shown in the cut, with similar ones at the back of these. 
Each engine works its fellow's main steam-valves. These steam- 
valves are of the cylindric semi-rotative or Corliss type, placed at 
either end of each cylinder, the clearance being small. They work 
in chests cast on the cylinders, and are actuated by an arm from the 
piston-rod of the other engine, after the duplex method already 
explained, but the cut-off valves are actuated by an arm attached to 
the piston-rod of their own engine, these valves being partially 
balanced. As the steam passes from the high-pressure cylinder A 
to the low-pressure cylinder B it passes through a re-heater R kept 
hot by steam at boiler-pressure. The condenser is usually under- 
neath, as also the air-pump (shown in the cut). The steam thus 
passes from the boiler to A, from A through the re-heater to B, 
and from B to the condenser, from which the water and vapour are 
withdrawn by the air-pump K. 

The pump end of the engine consists of two water-cylinders C 
placed side by side — one is shown m the figure — with suction- 
chambers below. They are connected by a cross-suction pipe with a 
single opening to the suction-main. They have also a cross delivery 
pipe from the delivery chambers, which are above the water-cylinders, 
with a single opening to the delivery main, the cross-delivery pipe 
being surmounted by an air-chamber, kept at proper pressure by a 
small independent air-compressor. 

Each water-cylinder has a diaphragm cast in the centre of it, with 
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rings lined with composition metal, through which the double-acting 
pump-plungers — each of which is attached directly to the steam 




piston-rod of its engine — work. The valves of the water-cylinders, 
usually india-rubber discs, are held down by spiral springs. 
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High-duty Compensating Attachment. 

This attachment constitutes a feature of the modem pump. It is 
necessary to high economy of steam that it be used expansively, but 
this gives high pressure at the beginning and low pressure during 
the later part of the steam-piston stroke. To compensate for this the 
cylinders V V are provided, which are connected by a pipe passing 
through the hollow trunnions on which they oscillate. These cylin- 
ders contain water at a certain pressure (say 200 lbs. per square 




Fig. 250. 

inch), and the plungers which work in these cylinders are attached 
to the main piston-rod or pump-rod, and work in a manner explained 
by the separate cut. (Fig. 250.) 

The pressure in these cylinders acts against the steam pressure 
in the first part of the stroke, and with it in the latter part of it. It 
will be understood that the cylinders communicate with each other 
and with a pipe in which water is kept at a fairly constant pressure 
by a small intensifier worked from the air-vessel of the pump. The 
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diagrams in Fig. 250 show very clearly the function effected by this 
arrangement. 

Part B shows indicator diagrams (reduced to low-pressure piston 
area) taken from the high and low-pressure cylinders of one engine. 
C is from the pump of the same engine, whilst in D the curve/, h^ k 
shows the resultant pressure due to the compensating pistons as 
they assume the angles shown in A, and combining this with the 
effective pressure line a^ b, c of the steam cylinders, we get the line 
/, ^, g^ showing the resultant pressure transmitted to the pump- 
plunger, which agrees very well with C. 

The attachment also acts as a safety device or governor, for if a 
main breaks, the pressure on the compensating pistons being reduced 
or taken off, the stroke of the steam-pistons is shortened, or in some 
cases they are brought quietly to rest, being unable to complete the 
stroke without the help of the auxiliary piston. 

Duty. Efficiency. 

The reader will notice that these are called " high-duty " engines. 
The " duty " of an engine — a term not so much used as formerly, 
but still applied to pumping engines — ^means the number of foot- 
pounds of work given out per hundredweight of coal burnt in . the 
boiler furnaces. Professor Unwin, in 1888, made some tests of one 
of these engines at Hampton, and obtained a duty of 110,000,000; 
whilst Professor Kennedy's tests, in 1894, at Homsey Sluice, of a 
triple-expansion engine by a London maker, differing slightly in 
detail from that shown in the section, gave the very high duty of 
139,500,000; the coal burnt per pump horse-power-hour being in 
that case only i • 59 lb. 

The efficiency of the boiler, or fraction of total heat of combustion 
of the coal taken up by water in boiler was 80 * 4 per cent., whilst 
the mechanical efficiency of the engine, i. e. the ratio of the pump 
horse-power to the indicated horse-power, was 84*4 per cent. 

Some Useful Memoranda. 

It is impossible, in our brief space, to go into all the details of 
pump design, but a few useful data may be given. Some different 
forms of valves have been shown, and books may be consulted as 
to other forms. 

If the valve area be too small for the plunger area, the pump will 
be noisy. The area of clear water-way through a set of valves should 
not be less than about 40 per cent, of the plunger area if the plunger 
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speed is loo feet per minute. At a speed of 125 feet per minute 
the valve area should be increased to 50 per cent., and so on, till at 
200 feet per minute the valve area will equal the plunger area. This 
area may be obtained by making few valves of large area, but it 
must be borne in mind that whilst the valve area (usually a circle) 
increases as the square of the diameter, the circumference — ^which 
determines for a given lift the discharge area under the valve- 
increases only as the diameter. Hence, if we make few valves, we 
must increase the lift of each so as to give sufficient discharge area , 
and this consideration limits the diminution in the number of valves. 
Mechanically operated valves are now coming into use for high 
speeds. 

The necessity for an air-chamber is apparent on single-acting 
pumps, but even on duplex pumps it is always found. Its form is 
not of much importance, but its size is of great importance. For 
high-speed pumps like fire-engine pumps it should be five or six times 
the capacity of the water displaced by a stroke of the pump-plunger, 
whilst for double-acting duplex pumps half of this capacity will do. 
It should be on the highest part of the pump, over the delivery 
opening. There is usually on large pumps a separate air-pump to 
keep the air in the chamber at the proper pressure.* 

Discussions have taken place as to the utility of an air-chamber 
on the suction side of a pump. The flow of water into a pump is 
often continuous, whilst the discharge is non-continuous ; hence an air- 
chamber is of use to obviate the " water-hammer action " and other 
disturbing effects due to an attempt to reconcile the two kinds of flow. 
Its size may be about half the capacity of the discharge air-chamber. 

When suction-pipes are long and crooked this " vacuum " chamber 
is a necessity, and should be placed as near the pump as possible. 
The velocity of flow in a suction-pipe should not exceed 200 feet 
per minute — on good pumps it is much less — and the pipe should 
be everywhere of the same diameter, with few bends. 

The " PuLSOMETER " Pump. 

Those who are familiar with the history of the steam engine will 
remember that, towards the end of the seventeenth century. Captain 
Savery raised water by condensing steam in a closed vessel connected 
by a pipe with the well. This vessel being not more than 32 feet 
above the surface of the water, the vessel was filled with water on the 
formation of a more or less complete vacuum by the condensation 

* See Appendix. 
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of the steam. The water was then raised to a much greater height 
by the pressure of steam from a " strong boiler " acting on the surface 
of the water. This is the principle employed in pumps of the 
" pulsometer" class. There is necessarily a good deal of condensa- 
tion during the pressure 
portion of the operation. 
Hence a high efficiency is 
impossible with such a 
pump; but the simplicity 
of the pump, the absence 
of a working piston or 
parts readily choked by 
sand and dirt, and its port- 
able nature, render it a use- 
ful apparatus in many cases, 
and readily applicable in 
emergencies. 

A section of the best 
known form of this pump 
is shown in Fig. 251. It 
consists of a casing with 
two chambers A A' side by 
side, meeting in a neck con- 
taining a ball-valve I which 
admits the steam alter- 
nately to either chamber. 
There is also a central air- 
chamber C communicating 
with the discharge valves 
F F and the discharge 
openings D D. H H are 
planed covers, S S the 
suction valves. Suppose 
the three vessels to be 
sufficiently filled with water 
through an opening in | C, this water being prevented from es- 
caping by a foot-valve ; steam enters through I, displacing the water 
through the right-hand opening D by pressure. As soon as the 
water is lowered below the upper surface of the opening D, steam 
blows through with some violence, causing rapid condensation in A'. 
The ball is now drawn to the right-hand side, water rises in the 
right-hand chamber A', the steam entering the left-hand chamber, 

z 




Fig. 251. 
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forcing the water there through D, the action being repeated as 
above. Though a good deal is made of the shape of the passage I> 
being such as to secure rapid condensation by exposing the maximuna 
cross-section for the smallest fall of water surface ; as a matter of fact 
it is probable that in steady working the surface of the water never 
gets as low as D in either chamber. 

The vessel C assists in promoting the steady flow of water through 
the discharge valves F F, by providing a small head of water under 
which the discharge takes place. Air-cocks, kept slightly open, are 
provided on the vessels to prevent shock. 

Often there is placed over I a valve called the " grel," which forms 
a very important feature of the newer forms of the pump. 



The "Grel" Valve. 

The use of this valve has added greatly to the economy of the 
pump. It admits of the expansion of the steam, which is no longer 

allowed to follow the 
water during the whole 
stroke, but is cut off" about 
half stroke. 

Fig. 252 * shows this 
arrangement. There is a 
modified ball-valve A in- 
stead of the ordinary upper 
valve, and over this is the 
cut-off" valve B, A and B 
corresponding to the main 
and cut-off" valves in a 
Meyer's expansion gear for 
the steam engine. 

The valve B is so con- 
structed that its lower por- 
tion forms a piston work- 
ing in the cylinder C, 
diff*erences in pressure 
within and without this 
cylinder actuating the piston and valve. The cylinder C is con- 
nected with the steam and pump chambers by the holes D D. The 
action of the apparatus is somewhat as follows. When steam is turned 

♦ By courtesy of the editors of * Engineering.* 




Fig. 252. 
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on B is opened and the steam flows past A into one of the pump-cham- 
bers, partly driving out the water there. When about half the water is 
driven out the pressure in 
C becomes sufficient to 
lift the valve B, closing the 
steam opening, and keep- 
ing it closed till A has 
moved over to the other 
side, when the pressure in 
C falls, owing to its con- 
nection with the second 
pump-chamber, and B is 
opened, the cycle proceed- 
ing as before. It will then 
be seen that after about 
half-stroke the remainder of 
the work of that stroke is 
performed by the expand- 
ing steam shut in the 
chamber by the closing of 
the cut-off valve B. 

This arrangement adds 
greatly to the economy of 
the pump (from 25 to 50 
per cent, it is said) and it 
also renders it impossible 
for live steam to blow 
straight into the rising main 
at the end of each stroke, as 
sometimes happens in badly 
designed pumps of this class. 

In tests by Professor 
Hudson Beare, of a pump 
fitted with this arrange- 
ment, about 13,500 ft.-lbs. 
of work, actually spent in 
lifting water, were obtained 
from I lb. of steam. 

Bailey's " Aqua-Thrus- 
ter," a pump of the pulso- 
meter class, is shown in 
Fig. 253. Fig. 253. 

z 2 
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Chain Pumps. 



Where very dirty liquids have to be pumped, such as slurry at brick- 
works, gas tar, liquid manure, and other liquids or semi-liquids, which 
would clog the valves of an ordinary pump, chain pumps are used. 
They are really elevators used for fluids. The 
illustration (Fig. 254) shows a hand pump of 
this type. It consists of a chain passing round 
a pulley, and having discs attached to it at in- 
tervals. These discs fit the pump barrel on the 
ascending side fairly, but not tightly. The 
action of the pump is, of course, simply that of 
an elevator. On account of the considerable 
leakage past the discs they are only used for 
small lifts, and a liberal allowance for " slip " 
must be made in calculating the probable dis- 
charge of a given pump. The chain wheel is 
made with recesses into which the discs pass, 
as seen in the illustration. 

Hydraulic Pumps. 

The term hydraulic pump is here applied to 
a pump which is actuated by pressure water, in 
much the same way as a steam pump is actuated 
by steam. Some steam pumps, such as the 
Fig. 254. Worthington pump, can, by a proper modifica- 

tion of the valves, be used as hydraulic pumps. 
Fig. 255 shows a good form of hydraulic pump designed by 
Mr. Ellington, and used at the London Hydraulic Power Company*s 
pumping stations, and at the Buenos Aires sewage pumping works. 
They are single-acting, with plungers 30 inches in diameter and 
3 feet (some 4 feet) stroke, speed 10 double strokes per minute. 
The pressure-water is admitted by the valve seen at the top of the 
right-hand illustration, to the centre of the plunger to force it down, 
and to overcome the resistance of the constant pressure under- 
neath the side rams attached to the plunger cross-head, which raise 
the plunger when the valve controlling the flow of water to the centre 
plunger is open to exhaust. It will be understood that only the 
downward is a working stroke, in the upward stroke only the weight 
of the plunger, &c., together with friction and suction, have to be 
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overcome, hence the rams acting during this stroke are small. There 
is very little suction in the Buenos Aires pumps ; the sewage to be 
pumped runs into the pump by gravity. The exhaust pressure-water 
is discharged into the pump cylihders, thus assisting to keep the 
plungers clean. The pump is started and stopped automatically by 




HyORAULIC PUMP. 

Fig. 255. 



a float in the cistern, to which the water is pumped in the ease of the 
London station, and in the sump/r^w which the sewage is pumped 
in the Buenos Aires works. The efficiency in the case of some of 
the London pumps, working against a head of 80 feet, has been found 
to be over 75 per cent. 
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Accumulator Pumps. 



One or two good forms of 
pumping engine for supplying 
hydraulic pressure mains have 
already been described at 
pages 177 and 291. Fig. 256 
gives a perspective view of an 
engine by Messrs. Sir W. G. 
Armstrong & Co., which is 
much in favour for such work. 

The engine is a direct- 
acting double tandem-com- 
pound, i.e. it consists of two 
compound engines, the cylin- 
ders of each being arranged 
tandem fashion, with one pis- 
ton-rod for the high and low- 
pressure cylinders, the pump 
plunger being a prolongation 
of this rod. 

The high - pressure cylin- 
ders are fitted with double 
slide-valves, the upper slide 
being so arranged that the 
expansion can readily be varied 
by hand — since the constant 
load makes governor regula- 
tion of expansion no advan- 
tage — to suit the load or steam 
pressure, or in case the con- 
denser is out of action. The 
maximum grade of expansion 
adopted is from 10 to 16 vol- 
umes, i.e. the steam is not 
allowed to expand to more 
than from 10 to 16 times its 
volume at admission. 

The arrangement of pump 
and valves is shown in Fig. 

257. 

In the backward stroke of 
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P water is drawn in through the suction-valve S to fill the space left to 
the right of P, whilst in the forward stroke of P the water is dis- 
charged through the delivery valve D, half of it finding its way to 
the annular space round O, which is just half the cross-sectional area 
of P. Each stroke of the pump, by this diflferential arrangement, 
delivers the same quantity of water (equal to half the displacement of 
P) to the accumulator. E is a check delivery-valve, always now used. 
This arrangement gives easy access to the valves. The two delivery- 
valves and suction-valve for each pump are now frequently, as in the 
engine shown in Fig. 256, included in one valve-box. 

In all these engines a throttle-valve is placed in the steam supply 
pipe, this valve being actuated by the accumulator load in such a way 
that when the accumulator is fully charged the valve closes, and when 
a small portion of the charge is withdrawn the valve is again opened. 
In compound engines working with high grades of expansion an 
automatic arrangement, which admits the steam direct to the low- 
pressure cylinder, is provided to assist the engine to start after being 
stopped or slowed down by the accumulator. 



XXVIII. 
THE HYDRAULIC INTENSIFIER. 

Probably the intensifier, as such, is due to Mr. Ashcroft, whose 
patent bears date of 1869. The same principle has, however, been 
made use of by many others, at different times, before and since this 
early date. TweddelFs intensifying accumulator, described at p. 175, 
though used primarily for a different purpose, acts in much the same 
way as the intensifier. The intensifier is an apparatus for increasing 
the pressure of water in hydraulic mains, pipes, or machines, using only 
the energy of the pressure-water itself to effect the change in pressure. 
But for this distinction a steam pump would be an intensifier. An 
intensifier worked the reverse way is a " diminisher," as a hydraulic 
pump usually is, giving a reduced pressure. The intensifier is in 
some respects analogous to the electric transformer. 

The Bellhouse Intensifier. 

This apparatus, the invention of Mr. Bellhouse, is shown in sec- 
tion in Fig. 258. It is much used in Manchester, where changes of 
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pressure are required for presses worked from hydraulic or town 
mains. 

The Bellhouse intensifier is single acting. The high pressure can 
only be obtained in the up-stroke, and consequently on the return 
of the ram the " slack " water must either be allowed to run to waste 
or made use of in the press ; it takes up that amount of clearance 
between the goods and top of the press, hence called " slack." It 
also ^oes the same amount of pressing, as the pressure due to the 




Fig. 258. 

small ram on the larger one is about 200 lbs. per square inch. There 
are therefore two methods of using this single-acting intensifier, first 
without, and second with, arrangements for using the slack water for 
pressing. 

The most simple valve for the first method is a single stop and 
let-oflf valve in connection with the larger ram and pressure supply. 
In this arrangement the pressure is constantly on the small ram. 
Assuming the large ram to be at the top of its stroke, on releasing 
the pressure on the large ram the pressure due to the area of the 
small ram forces out the slack water to waste. On reversing the 
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action, and applying the pressure on the large ram, the pressure 
becomes intensified in the ratio of the areas of the two rams. These 
alternating valves may be made to work automatically. In the second 
arrangement, Q and M (Fig. 258) are inverted weighted valves and 
X Y Z back-pressure valves. Supposing large ram at top of its 
stroke, the pressure being admitted to the small ram forces the slack 
water into the pipes until such resistance is met with that the inverted 
valve M opens, and in the second operation admits the pressure 
water directly upon the full area of the packing press. The third 
action takes place when the still more heavily weighted valve Q 
opens and admits the pressure on the large ram, which continues to 
rise until the desired pressure is obtained. 

For fuller information the reader should consult a paper on 
* Hydraulic flower,' by Mr. Gilbert Lewis, read before the 
Manchester Association of Engineers. 

Ordinary Intensifier. 

A more usual type of intensifier is shown in Fig. 259 ;* the action 
of the apparatus is somewhat as follows. Imagine the ram A to be 
at the bottom of its stroke (not as shown). The valve B (see plan 
at bottom of figure) is opened which admits water from the mains, 
raising the ram A, forcing water out through the valve D and filling 
the interior of A with water at the normal pressure. Valve C is then 
opened, the back-pressure valve G closes, and the pressure inside 
the ram is intensified in the ratio of the area of ram A to that of the 
hollow fixed ram E. In other- words, the supply pressure acts on the 
area of A, and the new intensified pressure on the ram E. The fact 
that E is hollow need not confuse the student, as the water in this 
hollow space is at the same pressure as that acting on E, hence its 
resistance acts as that of any part of the solid annular end of E. 
This " intensified " water passes away through the centre of E and 
the pipe F to the machines supplied. 

In one case the sizes were as follows : — 

Diameter of A 15 J inches, 

„ E 6 inches, 

Stroke of E 13 feet; 

hence 

(ic-c)2 
Intensifying ratio = - ^ ^' = 6 * 67. 

Pressure of supply 700 lbs. per square inch, 

* This, and Fig. 255, from Proc. Inst. C.E., vols. xciv. and cv. 
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Intensified pressure = 700 x 6*67 = 4669 lbs. per square inch, 
minus an allowance for overcoming the friction of the apparatus. 
The actual intensified pressure was 4500 lbs. per square inch. 

The water used per stroke was, 

at 700 lbs. per square inch, 106*5 gallons; 
that given off 

at 4500 lbs. per square inch, 16 gallons. 
Energy wasted per stroke, 

2*3 {700 X io6*5 — 4500 X 16} X 10 = 58,650 foot-lbs. 
Energy received per stroke, 

2*3 X 700 X 106-5 X 10 = 1,714,650 „ „ 
Hence efficiency of apparatus is 



or 96 per cent. 



1,656,000 
1,714,650 



XXIX. 
HYDRAULIC RAMS. 

Among hydraulic machines this apparatus is unique, as its action is 
different from that of all other hydraulic apparatus and depends on a 
different principle. 

As the accounts usually given of this principle are imperfect, and 
very often quite incorrect, and as these machines have recently 
received a considerable extension of their scope, it will be worth 
while to consider them in some detail. 

In their generic form all hydraulic rams consist of a pipe of some 
length conveying water from a higher to a lower level, and a valve at 
the foot of this pipe which alternately allows the water in the pipe to 
flow and prevents its flowing. These are the only features common 
to all forms of this machine. The object aimed at is to use the fall 
of a quantity of water either to raise part of it to a higher level than 
the origin, or to compress air. 

Considering only the first use at present, if it is desired to raise 
the water only to a slight height (say as high above: the origin as the 
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origin is above the tail race), the only other parts required are a 
smaller pipe rising from the lower end of the main pipe B into a 
delivery trough E (see Fig. 260). The action is as follows : — While 
the water escapes freely 
through the valve C, the 
water in pipe B is acquiring 
velocity and momentum. On 
closing of the valve C the 
momentum of the column of 
water in B causes it to con- 
tinue to flow and to rise up in 
pipe D, and some of it (if 
the pipes are suitably pro- 
portioned) rises to top of pipe 
D and overflows into the de- 
livery trough E. The mo- 
mentum of the water is thus 
expended in raising part of 
itself, and when it is entirely 
expended, the whole mass of 
the water comes to rest. The 
extra head of water in pipe D 
then causes flow to take place 
in the contrary direction, 
some of the water being re- 
turned to the source A. The 
valve C being then reopened, 
the same cycle of operations 
is repeated. This obviously 
forms an exceedingly simple 
apparatus for purposes such 
as irrigation, and has been, 
used for this purpose in 
France. An apparatus of 
this kind was exhibited in the 
Paris Universal Exposition of 
1 889. Excepting for very low 
lifts, this is, however, an in- 
efficient arrangement, as a 
great part of the energy of 
the water is wasted in forming eddies during the flow and reflux. 
When the lift is considerable, the form of the apparatus is therefore 
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as in Fig. 261, a delivery valve F and an air-vessel G being added, 
which makes the flow of water fairly constant through the rising 
main H, instead of intermittent. 

It is also possible to use a fall of impure water to raise pure water 
from a well. This is effected by having two pistons on the same 
rod and working in a double cylinder, the two portions of wl^di have 
no communicating pipes or passages. The impure injection water 
acting on the lower piston, drives it up, and with it the upper, or clean- 
water piston. Above the clean-water piston there are a suction and a 
delivery clack ; when this piston descends clean water is drawn in 
from the well, and when it ascends clean water is driven into the air- 
chamber of the ram and from thence is forced through the rising 




Fig. 261. 



main to the elevated tank or reservoir. In fact the impure water is 
employed to work a pump which lifts and forces the clean water 
where required. A ram of this class has been used to force water to 
a reservoir at a height of 532 feet and a distance of three-quarters of 
a mile. 

Confining our remarks to the form shown in Fig. 261, it is some- 
times said the cause of water entering the air-vessel (where the 
pressure may be many times that of the head A K) is the " sudden- 
ness " of the closing of the valve C. 

From what has been already said, and the example with which 
we began, it will hardly be necessary to point out the inaccuracy of 
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this, or the still greater absurdity of the statement frequently made, 
that the ram "works by a blow." This statement is not made in 
any good text-book, but }t is still current in popular explanations, 
and seems to receive some endorsement from the very name of these 
machines, which seems to imply violence. 

The popular idea is, however, not without some foundation. In 
all, or nearly all, actual rams constructed up to a few years ago, there 
was very evident violence, violence so great that it had come to be 
accepted as certain that these machines could only be used on a very 
small scale. One great source of this violence was seen to be the 
sudden closing of the valve C which produced an actual blow or 
knock, but it was often believed that besides this the water impacted 
on the valve F with a second or even severer blow. 

Many makers tried to diminish the blow of the valve on its seat 
by adding counter-weights or springs. These devices did diminish 
the blow, obviously by retarding the shutting, but as the efficiency of 
the ram was then greatly diminished, this confirmed them in the idea 
that suddenness was of the essence of the action of a ram. 

We have therefore this apparent contradiction, that, theoretically, 
suddenness is not essential, but that, practically, it is. 

The explanation is exceedingly simple, but as for want of it the 
development of these useful machines has been retarded for many 
years, it forms a useful lesson in the disadvantage of slipshod 
reasoning. 

The blow was, in fact, merely an accident of the particular con- 
struction adopted, and not an essential accompaniment of the prin- 
ciple of its action. 

It is clear that if we shut the valve C slowly enough^ we may 
dissipate the whole energy of the flowing water by fluid friction 
through the valve-orifice, leaving none to cause entry into the air- 
vessel". Hence, slow shutting of the valve must, of course (other 
things being the same), diminish the efficiency of the ram. This loss 
by fluid friction is, however, quite sufficient to account for the loss 
of efficiency, without the necessity of assuming that the action of the 
water is in some mysterious way different when it presses on the 
delivery valve F gradually or suddenly. 

If we could shut the valve C slowly without choking the escape^ 
there is therefore every reason to expect that the efficiency of the 
ram would not be diminished, and even that it would be increased, 
for the valve C, as ordinarily made, does choke the escape somewhat, 
even when closing very quickly. 

This is the essence of the important improvement now to be 
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referred to. It is simply a device for shutting the valve C in such a 
way that the shutting does not check the free flow of the water. 

The results of this alteration have been great. The most impor- 
tant is that it has made it possible to construct hydraulic rams of 
large size. Of course, for the complete attainment of this object, 
other alterations in the ancient design had also to be made, tending 
to greater efficiency ; but it is this device, and its consequent aboli- 
tion of all violence, which has made the other features practicable. 
Whereas, before this improvement, the largest practicable size of 
efficient rams was that with flow-pipe 4 or 5 inches in diameter, 
rams have since been made with pipes 2 feet in diameter, the 
velocity of flow being, in some cases, 5 feet per second, instead of 
about I foot, as in the older forms. 

Until lately rams were only useful for what are called domestic 
purposes — e.g. supply of water to single houses ; they are now found 
to be suitable for the largest water powers, such as for water supply 
to cities. 

Similar machines have also been made for compressing air 
directly by water power. 

The absence of the imagined " water ram " action in these 
machines is shown by pressure diagrams taken from their interior, of 
which Fig. 262 is a specimen. Their efficiency, instead of being 

less than- that of the violent 
rams, is greater, varying 
from 70 per cent, to over 
80 per cent. 

Small rams, say up to 
4 inches diameter of pipe, 
are still made exclusively 

on the general type shown 

Fig. 262. i^ Fig. 261, and this is 

justfiable, because for such 
small machinery a certain violence, although somewhat objection- 
able, is allowable, and it is therefore not worth while to increase the 
expense of the apparatus to avoid it. The new type of ram is there- 
fore adopted exclusively for larger machines. 

Fig. 263 shows the main features of one of these machines, omit- 
ting details. 

In the figure the letters on the parts, corresponding to those of 
an old-type ram, are the same as those in Figs. 260 and 261. The 
additional parts are an antechamber M and the air-valve N. The 
form of the valve C and the methods* of moving it vary with the size 
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of the machine and the kind of work to be done. In this example 
(which is of a machine with pipe 2 feet diameter) the valve C is an 







2 A 
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annular slide valve, and is moved by mechanism outside the ram, 
which is not shown in the figure. 

The part played by the ante-chamber M and air-valve N is as 
follows : — When the valve C rises, water begins to escape through it, 
the water in chamber M of course also escaping. This causes 
valve N to open and admit air to the chamber. Then, when valve C 
is again closed, instead of such closing at once shutting oflF the flow 
in pipe B, it merely diverts its course ; while the valve C is shutting 
that part of the water which cannot readily escape through the nar- 
rowing orifice of the valve, flows into and fills the antechamber M, 
and the flow is therefore not in any way checked. When the 
chamber is thus filled (which happens an instant after the main 
valve C is completely closed), the air-valve closes. The pressure in 
the antechamber then rises, and the delivery valves F opening, some 
of the water flows into the air-vessel against whatever pressure there 
may be there. In almost all cases, however, it is advantageous to 
trap a small part of the air in the antechamber, and to compress and 
enter this with the water. Where the main valve is worked by an 
outside motor, this air is made use of to work the valve. 

The closing of the air-valve is accomplished in various ways, 
according to circumstances. In the example it is closed by the flow 
of the water in the antechamber past a float P, which is connected to 
the air-valve by a lever. There are means for readily adjusting the 
exact position of this float, so as to cause the closing of the air-valve 
at the instant required. 

Machines of this type, when intended to compress air instead of 
pumping water, have the antechamber large enough, not only to 
contain the water which flows during the closing of valve C, but also 
the air which is to be compressed at each stroke, and the float P is 
then placed further below the roof of the antechamber than shown 
in the figure. The machine is very highly spoken of by Prof. Unwin 
and many other authorities, giving an efficiency of from 70 to 75 per 
cent, for pumping, and 80 per cent, when compressing air. Con- 
sidering first cost and small amount of wear and tear, it compares 
very favourably with any other method of raising water used by 
engineers. 

The above and other improvements in the ram are due to Mr. H. 
D. Pearsall, Assoc. Mem. Inst. C.E. 
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• XXX. 

HYDRAULIC BRAKE. 

A HYDRAULIC brake is an apparatus for absorbing energy by fluid 
friction, developed mainly during passage of the fluid past an obstacle. 
The simplest form of the apparatus^ is the dash-pot so often employed 
for stilling vibrations. 

Such a form as that shown in Fig. 264 is often employed, the 
body whose kinetic energy is to be wholly or partially absorbed 



Fig. 264. 

acting on the piston-rod D, moving the piston, thus causing the fluid 
to pass through the holes in it. The arrows indicate the direction of 
flow relative to the piston for the given direction of motion of the 
latter. 

A better form is shown in Fig. 265, where the piston fits the 
cylinder and the fluid passes from one end to the other, on the motion 




Fig. 265. 



of the piston, through the pipe R and an orifice which can be closed 
to a greater or less extent by the tap C. The form devised by 
Mr. Langley, for absorbing the energy of a moving train as it is 
brought to rest at a station, is illustrated in Fig. 266. In this case the 
buffer-stop is attached to a piston P, which fits the cylinder C fairly 
well, except at two portions, where rectangular strips are attached to 
the cylinder. These strips taper in thickness, so that when the stop 
is full out towards the right there is a considerable space for the 
passage of the fluid past the piston ; but as the piston travels to 

2 A 2 
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the left the orifices close gradually, as indicated by the sections, thus 
giving a nearly constant resistance. The piston is biought back 
to the full out position by a chain and counterweight, when the 
colliding body is removed. The hydraulic resistance is of the same 






Fig. 266. 



nature as that met with in a pipe of suddenly varying diameter, and 
hence is usually assumed to be proportional to the square of the 
velocity of the water or of the piston, since — in the first two forms 
at any rate — the velocity of the water is proportional to the speed 
of the piston. 

Just at first the motion is very rapid, and towards the end of the 
stroke very slow, and the assumption may not be correct in these 
cases, but on the whole the result arrived at from this basis of 
reasoning will probably not be far wrong. 

Let be that portion of the kinetic energy of the colliding 

body which is to be absorbed by the apparatus, S the stroke, F the 
hydraulic resistance opposing the piston, the area of which is r times 
the effective area of the orifices, v being the velocity of the piston. 

Then the loss of head is, as in the case of a pipe of suddenly 
varying diameter (neglecting the small loss due to contraction of 
stream), h^ — h^^ or 

-^^ = (r— ly — J 



w 



^g 



where p^ and p^ are the pressures per unit area on the two sides of 
the piston, and w the weight of unit volume of the fluid. 
From this it is evident that 



F = a;A(r- i)^ 



A representing the piston area. 



2g 
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Water being the fluid, 

the total resistance = 62*4 A (r — i)^ — + R, 

where R is the resistance due to solid friction. 
Also, 

= (average value of F + R) S . 

In illustration of the law it may be useful to plot a curve showing, 
in a given case, the variation of resistance as the piston moves 
forward. 

Take the following numbers : 

A= -75, 
^= 41 'as* 
2g= 64-4, 
R = 5o, 

and assume a constant retardation if there were no solid friction, 
i.e. V a Nx^ where x is the distance from the end of the stroke. 

(For convenience in plotting, suppose the motion to be in the 
opposite sense to that which is usual, the resistance being now 
replaced by the pull necessary to give the velocity v to the piston.) 
The total resistance 

j/= 1177-42/2 + 50, 
and z/oc ^x\ 

also V = 14^ when x = 6, 

or speed of train 10 miles an hour before collision, stroke 6 feet. 
The law now becomes 

y = 1177-4 X 36^ + 50- 

This is evidently a straight line law, which when plotted gives the 
upper curve in Fig. 267. 

If it were possible to have z/ oc :r, the law would be 

y= ii77'4(2-44)^^ + 5o. 
This curve is the lower one in Fig. 267. 

The average resistance in the first case is 127,141 lbs. With 
6 feet stroke this one cylinder will absorb the kinetic energy of a 
train weighing 102 tons, moving at the given speed. In the second 
case the average resistance is evidently much less than in the first 
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It is easy to see that if the resistance — ^neglecting R — \& to be 
constant 

(r - \)v must be constant, 

i.e. (r — i) »J X constant if v^x. *J x, 
or (r — i)^ X constant. 
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Fig. 267. 

From this law the area of the waterway may be designed. The 
application of a similar apparatus to the absorption of the energy of 
recoil of gims has already been referred to. 

Hydraulic Dynamometer or Brake. 

In the foregoing, reference has been made to methods of absorb- 
ing energy by fluid friction. The energy thus absorbed is not, in 
those cases, measured. The hydraulic dynamometer, now to be 
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briefly described, not only absorbs energy, mainly by fluid friction, 
but measures the amount thus dissipated. 

The use of an apparatus of this kind for measuring large powers 
was first proposed by Froude, but to Professor Osborne Reynolds is 
due the credit of having made the d3niamometer a practical success. 
It consists of a hollow bronze wheel keyed on the shaft which 
supplies the power to be measured, the interior of the wheel being 
furnished with vanes inclined forward in the direction of motion. 
The wheel is surrounded by a bronze casing containing similar vanes 
inclined in the opposite direction, the casing being supported by the 
shaft, but capable of rotating on it as axis. Water under head enters 
the brake through a passage cut in the boss of the brake-wheel, flow- 
ing into the interior of the wheel and thence to the circumference 
under the action of centrifugal force. When the water arrives at the 
circumference it impinges on the vanes of the casing, thus, if the 
exit passage be sufficiently restricted, exercising a turning effect on 
the casing. The water, after having completed its functions in the 
wheel, escapes between the circumference and the casing into an 
external chamber, from which it finally escapes by a pipe containing 
a valve,. by which the flow from the brake can be regulated at will. 
There are also air and overflow passages, which need not be further 
described here. If the exit passage is full open, the water leaves the 
brake as fast as it enters it, and very little resistance is offered to 
the rotation of the shaft ; but if the exit valve is partially closed, the 
brake gradually fills, centrifugal force increasing the pressure on the 
exit valve until, finally, the discharge equals the supply, the resistance 
offered by the brake being then constant as long as the speed is con- 
stant. The brake has thus the important advantage of giving a 
constant resistance of — ^within wide limits — any required amount, 
this resistance being readily varied by simply turning a tap. 

The turning moment or torque exerted by the brake on the 
casing is measured by a graduated lever rigidly attached to the 
casing, and provided with a jockey weight, which is moved along by 
a hand-wheel and double-threaded screw. The distance between 
two successive graduations represents one pound-foot of resisting 
torque offered by the brake. A brake of medium size will absorb 
from ^ to 150 horse-power. The flow through the brake may be 
automatically regulated from the brake lever, thus giving a con- 
stant resistance with varying speeds. The apparatus has for some 
time been in successfiil use; that depicted in Fig. 268 being in 
use in the Whitworth Engineering Laboratory of . Owens College, 
Manchester. 
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The largest dynamometer of this kind constructed up to the 
present is one made in 1894 by Messrs. Mather and Piatt for 




Fig. 268. 

Messrs. Willans and Robinson, and designed to work up to a maxi- 
mum turning effort of 26,400 Ibs.-feet, or about 1000 horse-power, 
at, say, 200 revolutions per minute. 



XXXI. 
WASTE OF POWER IN HYDRAULIC MAINS. 

A LARGE portion of the power generated at the central station of a 
hydraulic supply company is spent in overcoming frictional and 
hydrauHc resistances in the mains. It is important, therefore, to be 
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aitee to calculate approximately the amount of this waste in any given 
case, and if possible, in the case of new mains, to find the most 
economical diameter for a given power and pressure. We have 
alr^dy seen that the energy of i lb. of water at a pressure of p lbs. 
pcT'square inch may be taken as 2*3/ ft.-lbs., the other items of the 
total energy being of little importance. Assuming that the weight 
of a cubic foot of water is still 62 '4 lbs. — it is really a little more — 
then every cubic foot of water has a store of 62*4 x 2*3/= 144/ 
ft-lbs.- 

Let the flow be Q cubic feet per second ; the energy per second 
is i44/Qft.-lbs., and if /be the pressure at entrance, the horse- 
power entering the pipe (call it E) is 

144/ Q 



550 



= •2605/Q (i) 



Assuming D'Arcy's law for frictional waste to be true for the high 
pressures we are dealing with, that law gives the loss of energy of 

I lb. as 4/-- — , where /= "005 ( i -f- A for smooth pipes. 

d 2g \ i2dj 

. The waste in Q cubic feet, or Q X 62 • 4 lbs., is therefore 

4X62-4X/^xJ^Q. 

and since Q is the quantity passing a given section in one second, 
the waste of energy per second by friction in L feet of straight pipe 
d feet in diameter is evidently this amount, or the horse-power wasted 
(call it W) is 

4 X 62*4 .L v^Q^ 

550 -" d 2g 

where v is the velocity of the water in feet per second. To eliminate 
V we have, 

4 

also 

whence 

16 £2 



v" = 



( -2605)2/'^'^* 
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hence 

4 X 62-4 16 \ ^L E^ 

.LE3 



^ ^ 164-4 X 550 ^ (-2605)3 X (3-1416)^1'^^' / 



= -646/ 

)e 6 inches 
this diameter 



For a pipe 6 inches in internal diameter /= '0058, hence for 



>oo374LE3 . ..(3) : 

This rule is often employed for other diameters, as the change ip 
the coefficient is not great for any likely change in d. The energy 
wasted at bends and junctions can be calculated from the rules given 
at page 60. 

It is evident from (3) that the waste is greatly diminished by 
increasing /, or, better still, by increasing d, but the larger pipes 
necessary cost more ; hence it is a very interesting problem to find 
what is the best diameter, having regard on the one hand to frictional 
waste of energy, and on the other to greater cost of pipes. A similar 
question occurs in electric transmission of power by continuous or 
direct currents, but the use of alternating currents of high pressure 
(or voltage) renders the matter of economy in the use of copper for 
conductors a comparatively unimportant one.* These things will be 
referred to more fully later on. The waste of power may be looked 
at from the point of view of the power which actually arrives at the 
distant station, instead of that which is sent in. 

Let D be the horse-power delivered, then evidently E = D + W, 
and this value of E must be substituted in (3), which gives an 
equation containing cubes, &c., of W, capable of being solved by 
trial or by any of the approximate methods given in treatises on 
algebra. 

Suppose, for instance, we wish to deliver 100 horse-power at a 
place one mile distant through a 4-inch pipe, the pressure at entrance 
being 700 lbs. per square inch. Here 

-00374 X 5280 X (100 -f W)3 
. . " 700^ X(i)^ 

and simplifying, 

542,798 W- (D + W)3 = o. 

Let the left-hand side be denoted by / (W). 

♦ The whole matter is fully discussed in an article on "Hydraulic and 
Electric Transmission of Power," by the author, published in 'Engineering' of 
May 22nd and June 5th, 1 891. 
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A very good practical method of finding a solution is to choose 
various values pf W, calculate/ (W), and tabulate as follows : 
W. /(W). 

34 - 57,444 

36 - 28,648 

38 - 3,108 

40 + 19,120 

Plotting these values on squared paper, putting values of /(W) 
vertically or as ordinates, and letting the horizontal axis be tkken 
across the middle of the sheet, we get a curve which crosses the 
latter axis at the point which gives the value of W, making/ (W)=o, 
the solution required. 

In this case it will be found that W is 38*25; in other words, 
we must send in 138 "25 horse-power, so that 100 may arrive at the 
distant end. If we send in 100 horse-power, only 14*48 are wasted, 
and 85*52 arrive. A somewhat extreme case has been taken to 
show the difference in the two methods, the pipe being too small 
for the power. 

The following tables show the amount of power wasted in various 
cases : 

Table I. — Pressure at entrance 700 lbs. per square inch. 



Horse- 
power 

sent in. 



100 
200 
4cx> 
500 



Horse-power lost in one mile of 
straight pipe. 



8-inch Pipe. 



0*422 

3*37 
26*9 
52-7 



6-inch Pipe. 



1*84 

14*72 

117-76 



4-inch Pipe. 



14-48 
115-84 



Horse-power lost in five miles. 



8-inch Pipe. 



2'H 

i6-8 
I34'4 
263-5 



6-inch Pipe. 



9*2 

73*6 



4-inch Pipe. 



72*4 





Table II 


. — Pressure at entrance 


[120 lbs. per square inch 


• 


Horse- 


Horse-power lost in one mile. 


Horse-power lost in five miles. 


power 
sent in. 


8.inchPipe. 


6-inch Pipe. 


4-inch Pipe. 

3-63 


8-inch Pipe. 


6-inch Pipe. 


4-inch Pipe. 


100 


•103 


.448 


•507 


2*24 


17*64 


2CX> 


*8i9 


3-59 


28*23 


4*09 


17*94 


141*18 


400 


6*55 


28-7 


226*26 


32*81 


143-75 


.. 


500 


12*87 


42-71 


439*5 


64-35 


213-58 


1000 


102*93 


341-25 


•• 


! 


1 
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If the percentage of the entering power which may be wasted is 
determined beforehand, we have the following tables : 

Table III.— Distances to 'which 500 Horse-power may be transmitted 
WITH A Given Loss. Pressure at entrance 700 lbs. per square inch. 



Entering Power 

lost in 
Transmission. 


8-inch Pipe. 


6-inch Pipe. 


4-inch Pipe. 


3-inch Pipe. 


percent. 
10 


feet 

5i004'9 


feet 
1,146-4 


feet 
147-03 


feet 
31 


20 


10,009-8 


2,292-8 


294-06 


62 


40 


20,019-6 


4,585-6 


588-12 


124 


50 
80 


25,024-5 
40,039-2 


5,732 
9,171-2 


735-15 
1176-24 


155 

248 


100 


50,049 


11,464 


1470-3 


3io 



Table IV.— Distances to which 500 Horse-Power may be transmitted 
with a Given Loss. Pressure at entrance 1120 lbs. per square inch. 



Percentage of 
Entering Power 

lost in 
Transmission. 


8-inch Pipe. 


6-inch Pipe. 


4-inch Pipe. 


3-inch Pipe. 


percent. 
10 


miles 
3-916 


miles 
0-87 


miles 

0-n 


feet 
127 04 


20 


7-833 


1-74 


0-225 


254-08 


40 


15-66 


3-48 


0-45 


508-17 


50 


19-5 


4*35 


0-56 


635-2 


80 


31-3 


6*93 


0-90 


1012-3 


100 


39-16 


8-7 


I'l 


12704 



Taking 3^. per horse-power-hour as an average cost, i horse- 
power day and .night for a year comes to no/., though if the power 
be taken continuously probably this is too much. The cost of 
horse-power wasted therefore works out to 

no X • 00374 E^ __ '411 E^ 

Adding to this the annual interest on cost of i foot of pipe, differen- 
tiating and equating to zero, a value of d in terms of E for any given 
pressure and safe stress can be found. The result obtained in the 
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article referred to is that for a pressure of 700. lbs. per square inch 

^ = '079 E^ is the rule for most economical diameter. 

One way of obtaining a roughly approximate solution is to assume 
the price of pipes proportional to the weight of metal. This is not 
accurate, because different safe stresses are taken for different sizes 
of pipes, and there is more trouble and expense per ton in casting 
small than large pipes. These two items, however, tend to neutralise 
one another. 

Assume price per foot proportional to weight or area of cross 
section, i.e. 

Price a - (D2 - ^2) ^ K X - (D^ - ^). 
4 4 

Since i foot of 6-inch pipe costs when laid about -35/. — ^this, 
however, including expenses not proportional to weight — and taking 
2500 lbs. per square inch as the working stress, we have by a 
reference to the curve on page 183 the thickness for a pressure / 
of 700 = I inch. 

Therefore for this pressure, 

Price-35 = KY-^-— ), 
\i44 144/ 
or 

K' = 3-87; 

hence we assume that for any pressure the price = 3-87 (D^ — ^2). 
Now, to get D in terms of/, 

. Price = 3-87{^^^^-^^} = 3-87^^1^- i} = m^. 

Allowing 1 2 per cent, per annum as interest, including depreciation, 
&c., we have the total cost per foot of pipe per annum : 

•411 E^ , -12 X 7 '74/ ^2 
/3^5 + f^-p 

+ , possibly, a term depending upon repair expenses, &c., which we 
will neglect. 

Assuming values of/ and /, differentiating and equating to zero, 
we get the value of d in terms of E, which makes this cost a 
minimum. 

For instance, if / = 700, /= 2500, we have 

^ = • 07 E^, 
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or a 6-inch pipe is right for loo horse-power at this pressure, but it 
is wasteful to force a greater power through it. The solution given 
in the article in 'Engineering' leads to an almost identical result, 
though worked out in quite a different way. 
If / = 1 1 20, the rule becomes 

^= -05 E*. 

It has already been pointed out that these rules are only approxi- 
mate, but they serve to show the importance of having the pipe of 
sufficient diameter for the horse-power transmitted through it. The 
following table, giving the most economical diameter for certain 
powers, as compiled from the above rules, may be useful. 



Table V. 





Pressure at Entrance 700 lbs. 
per square inch. 


Pressure at Entrance izao lbs. 
per square inch. 






Diameter 
of Pipe. 


Horse-power 
sent in. 


Diameter 
of Pipe. 


Horse-power 
sent in. 






feet 


50 


feet 
•267 


SO 






•503 


100 


•359 


100 






•679 


200 


•484 


200 






•913 


400 


•717 


500 






1-35 


|00O 


•965 


1000 





If we could determine what voltage agrees with an assigned 

hydraulic pressure, we might make a comparison between the two 

systems as regards conductor waste of power. This we cannot 

accurately do, as we should have to compare things of different kinds, 

but we may look at the matter from the following point of view. 

0*1 000 
One ampere at a pressure of one volt conveys = 44*23 

746 

ft.-lbs. of energy per minute. 

One cubic foot at a pressure of i lb. per square inch conveys 
2'3 X 62 '4 = 1 43 "52 ft.-lbs. of energy per minute. 

We may assume, therefore, that a pressure of i lb, per square 



inch agrees with 



t43'52 _ 3*24 



volts. Or we may suppose the 



44' 23 I 

units of pressure to agree,. and then our units of quantity would be 
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to each other in the above ratio, one cubic foot being analogous to 
3 '24 amperes. 

Lord Kelvin and others have deduced rules for the most eco- 
nomical area of electrical conductor under given circumstances. A 
current density of about 380 amperes per square inch is often taken 
as giving the best result. 

Before leaving this subject it may be well to mention that the 
rules for most economical area of conductor, deduced, from the 
point of view of the power which arrives^ by Professors Ayrton and 
Perry (and given in the * Electrician ' for March 1886) may be 
applied to the case where E horse-power are sent in, the horse- 
power wasted per mile being 

Esin^ 

n -f- sm u 

nt 
where is the angle whose tangent is — , « being the number of 

miles of coriductor, P the pressure at entrance in volts, and / a con- 
stant depending on the price of copper, the cost of one electrical 
horse-power, &c., and often taken as about 17. The value of / 
corresponding to a current density of 380 amperes per square inch 
is 16*636. 

Using Lord Kelvin's rule for area of conductor, and giving a 
current density of 380 amperes per square inch, the power wasted is 

W = 16-636 ^X/, 

/ being the length of conductor in miles. 

Table VL, compiled from these rules, is interesting. In all cases 
the pipe or conductor is of that area or diameter which is most con- 
sistent with economy. The electric pressure of 2000 volts is taken 
instead of 700 X 3*24, for the sake of round numbers, and there 
is a return conductor. Returning to hydraulic transmission, if the 
coefficient for a 6-inch pipe be taken as correct for all diameters, 
a simple rule can be obtained for power waste when the pipe is 

properly proportioned. Thus for a pressure of 700 lbs. per square 

3 
inch ^ = • 07 E'', and the wasted horse-power per mile is 

__ -00374 X L E^ _ ' 00374 X 5280 Et _ 6 

' " 7oo3 X (-07 E^)^ " (-^7)^ X 7oo3 - '^34 E , 

The similar rule for a pressure of 11 20 lbs. per square inch is 

Wi = -045 e'. 
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This coefficient is not really accurate, as the variation of D'Arcy's 
coefficient should be taken into account. That, however, would make 
only a small diffi^rence in the results for any ordinary difference in 
the diameters, and to avoid complication it is here neglected. It may 
seem at first sight wrong to have a greater horse-power wasted when 
a higher pressure is used, but it must be remembered that the pipe 
is in this case much thicker and more costly — ^although of smaller 
diameter — than that required for lower pressures. 

If the pipe be designed without regard to economy, the waste 
increases rapidly with the power transmitted after the proper power 
for its diameter has been reached. 

Thus, if the pipe be 6 inches in diameter, it is all right, at 
700 lbs. per square inch, for powers up to 100, but for 200 horse- 
power the waste is 14' 72 in one mile, 73*6 in 5 miles, and so on. 
If the pipe be properly designed it is only 8*8 instead of 73 '6 in 
5 miles. If we attempt to force 500 horse-power through such a 
pipe we find that 175 are wasted in the first mile, and that it is 
impossible to transmit any of the power beyond a distance of 2 • 8 
miles, whereas, if properly proportioned, the waste is only 6 • 9 horse- 
power in the first mile instead of 175. Enough has been given to 
show the great importance of not having the pipe too small for the 
power it conveys ; the remedy, if a large pipe be objectionable, lies 
in duplicating or triplicating the pipe. The use of some other 
material than cast iron will probably, in the near future, allow this 
frictional waste of power to be greatly reduced ; but the solution 
here given can be made applicable to the new material by the sub- 
stitution of the new cost of i foot of pipe and the new safe stress. 

It is not our province to enter into a complete comparison of the 
hydraulic and electric systems. The limit of pressure is soon reached 
in hydraulic work, hence for long distances the electric system practi- 
cally holds the field, not only on account of the high pressures 
which can be used, and hence the comparatively small cost of con- 
ductors, but also on account of the ease with which conductors can 
be fixed in out-of-the-way places, and the efficiency of electro-motors 
when running either with full or partial loads. However, in towns, 
and for comparatively short distances, the hydraulic system compares 
very favourably with any other as regards efficiency, and supplies 
probably the best means of working lifts, cranes and other machines 
of that kind. Recent improvements, such as those of Mr. Rigg, 
show that the provision of a hydraulic motor of high efficiency at 
all loads, and which will run at constant speed, is a possibility of the 
near future, if indeed it has not already been constructed ; this being 

2 B 
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the only thing wanted to render hydraulic power in many respects 
the best for intermittent business, domestic, and power, operations in 
cities. Thus, water, the commonest gift of nature, becomes the most 
ready means of obtaining power in some places, and the most effi- 
cient means of transmitting power for comparatively short distances 
in all. It is certain that the branch of engineering herein briefly 
referred to, will, as our coal becomes more expensive, assume more 
and more important dimensions, and London, as it ought, in some 
respects shows the way. 
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THOMSON WEIR-GAUGE. (Page 73.) 

In using this gauge a part of the stream should be selected in which 
it is possible to make a fairly still pond by the insertion of the gauge. 
The height h may be obtained by fixing a vertical post — ^which should 
not, however, obstruct the flow — opposite the centre of the notch, and 
some distance from it, on the up-stream side. A rule or graduated 
rod being fixed vertically to this post, with its lower end on the same 
level as the apex of the notch, the height of the water can easily be 
read off on the rule by any one on the bank of the stream. The 
notch must be sharp-edged, as shown in the illustrations, and must 
not be drowned^ i.e. the water must be considerably lower on the 
down-stream side than the apex of the notch. 

For small flows, such as those dealt with in laboratory work, the 
post should be a graduated brass stem bearing a sliding sleeve which 
can be clamped at any required height ; this sleeve bearing a small 
pinion working into a vertical rack, which has a vernier at its upper 
end moving on a suitable scale on the stem. The lower end of the 
rack has a hook of steel wire fastened to it, the sharpened point of 
the hook pointing vertically upwards. This hook is lowered with its 
point under the water surface, and gradually raised by turning the 
milled head attached to the pinion until the point of the hook just 
cuts the surface film of the water. This adjustment can be made 
with great accuracy in still water. The main divisions of height can 
be obtained from the position of the sliding sleeve, whilst the vernier 
gives the smaller fractions. 



EFFICIENCY OF TURBINES. 

The efficiency of reaction or pressure turbines falls off* somewhat 
rapidly as the gate opening is more and more restricted, and the 
numbers given in this work for the efficiency of such wheels repre- 
sent that for full-gate opening. The average efficiency is usually 
considerably less than the numbers given, as the flow must be altered 
to suit variations of load. It is difficult to get sufficient up-to-date 

2 B 2 
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figures to enable curves of efficiency with different gate-openings, for 
different types of wheel, to be plotted. We hope to give such curves 
in a succeeding edition, but may mention here that the efficiency of 
a given type of wheel made by different makers varies considerably 
at the lower flows ; and our information seems to indicate that the 
case of the modem reaction turbine is somewhat unfairly represented 
in this matter by the curves published, by various writers. The 
efficiency, say, of the Foumeyron turbines at Niagara is probably 
considerably higher at partial gate than any published curve for this 
type of turbine gives. 



AUTOMATIC HOIST GATE. (Page 233.) 

A NEATER and simpler arrangement, patented, as we go to press, 
by Mr. Botterill, is shown in Fig. 269, in which the little bogie is 







Fig. 269. 

dispensed with ; a pulley at the end of a vibrating bar being used 
instead. An opening resembling points on a railway is also pro- 
vided on each side of the cam ; this aperture can be opened from 
the inside of the Hft, so as to allow the pulley to pass through when 
it is desirable to pass a particular door without opening it. The 
aperture is closed automatically by a spring. 
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HYDRAULIC CRANES. (Pages 191 and 199.) 

More information in regard to details, such as valves, &c., may- 
be desired. Fig. 270 shows the type of valve often used for con- 
trolling the. turning or slewing motion. The figure will be readily- 
understood. 




Fig. 270. 




Fig. 271. 

For cranes in which the controlling valve for lifting is a simple 
slide-valve, the position of the relief-valve may be as shown in 
Fig. 271. 

EFFICIENCY OF HYDRAULIC CRANES. (Page 234.) 

In this regard only a general rule, in which/ is the actual pressure 
in the cylinder^ has been given. The highest authorities state that 
the efficiency- varies so widely with the type of crane, the state of 
packing and number of pulleys, that no general rule, beyond that 
given in the text, is possible. Though some writers give data making 
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the efficiency depend only on the number of pulleys, these are mis- 
leading. The efficiency probably varies from 50 to nearly 90 per 
cent. 



APPARATUS FOR INJECTING AIR INTO AIR-VESSELS 

OF PUMPS. 




PumpRam 



Fig. 272. 

Fig. 272 shows Wipperman and Lewis's apparatus for this pur- 
pose. A is a vessel partially filled with water, having a regulating 
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cock C at its lower end. C is connected to the pump valve-box 
between the suction and delivery valves. 

At the top of A is fixed a small gun-metal valve-box D, with 
inlet and outlet air-valves, D being connected by pipe E with the 
pump air-vessel G. When the main pump draws water it partially 
empties A of water, drawing in air, as shown by gauge F, regulation 
of the amount being effected by C. On the return stroke of the 
main pump plunger the air previously drawn into A is forced into G. 

Thus there is no piston in the pump supplying G, little friction, 
few parts, and the cost of the apparatus is small. 



HYDRAULIC MACHINERY IN GAS-WORKS. 

Various operations carried on in gas-works can now be performed 
nearly automatically by hydraulic machinery. The following is the 
sequence. The coal is delivered direct from the trucks into hoppers, 
from whence it passes to the breakers, which consist of rolls, the 
first pair having suitable claws for drawing in the coal. The broken 
coal is raised by elevators to a large hopper, from which the charging 
machines for charging the retorts are supplied. These machines 
work automatically, a certain quantity of coal being dropped from 
the hopper in front of a pusher plate, by which it is pushed into 
the retort, about equal quantities being delivered into equidistant 
positions by a series of pushes. Two hydraulic rams or plungers 
give the required movements ; one supplying the forward, the other 
the backward motion. The operation of drawing the charge from 
the retorts is also performed by hydraulic means. For this purpose 
a rod with a plate at its end, which can take up either a vertical or 
horizontal position, is employed. The plate is tripped into the hori- 
zontal position while the rod is being inserted in the retort above 
the coke ; when the rod begins to be withdrawn, the plate assumes 
the vertical position and cuts into the coke, bringing out a portion of 
the charge in front of it. Pushing and drawing rams again give the 
required motions. Thus hydraulic machinery is made to perform 
operations which are known to be most trying to the workmen who, 
according to the older system, have to do the work. 

Machines for traversing, and others for feeding in the coal to the 
charging machines, need not be further referred to here. The full 
details can be obtained from a paper on this subject read before the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers at Glasgow in July 1895. 

"WELDING" BY WATER-PRESSURE. 

Some attention has been attracted to the announcement recently 
made, that "welding" can now be performed by water pressure. 
The details of the process are not yet obtainable; but it seems that 
tubes such as bicycle tubes can, after being made to fit one inside the 
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other — ^the outer tubes having grooves of double spiral form on their 
inner surfaces — ^be united by admitting water under high pressure to 
the interior of the tube or tubes. The process, if successful, seems 
designed to take the place in some cases of brazing or welding. The 
effect, on its strength, of expanding the inner tube, and the method 
adopted for preventing the outer tube from being also expanded, are 
not explained, the patent specification not being yet available. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



377 



INDEX. 



A. 

Absolute path of water (turbines), 122 
Accidents to lifts, 231 
Accumulator, 171 

— capacity of, 1 73 

— connection of with engines, 172 

— differential form of, 174 

— intensifying, 175 

— pump, section of, 343 

— steam, of Mr. A. Betts-Brown, 281 
Accumulators of Hydraulic Power Co., 

180 

— of Tower Bridge, 267 
Advantages of hydraulic riveting, 318 
Allen centrifugal pump, 122 
Anderton canal lift, 239 
Apparatus for picking up water (loco- 
motives), 103 

Appliances (hydraulic) for ships of war, 

291 
Appold centrifugal pump, 118 
Aqua-thruster, Bailey's, 339 
Archimedes, principle of, 33 
Armstrong's first hydraulic crane, 189 

— hydraulic cranes, 189-207 

engine, 251 

Artillery, book on, 291 

Augsburg Maschinenfabrik, Jonval tur- 
bine of, 152 

Girard turbine of, 14 1 

Automatic control of pumping engines, 
171, 344 

— gate for lifts, 233 

Ayrton and Perry's rules for area of 
conductor, 367 



B. 



Balances, counterweight, for lifts, 223 

— hydraulic, 224 

Balancing arrangements (Clark and 

Standfield's), 221 
Bailey's ** Aqua-thruster," 239 



Bailey's Haag's hydraulic engine, 255 
Barker's mill or re-action wheel, 89 
Barry Dock, machinery of lock gates 

of, 279 
Bascule bridge, machinery of, 273 
Bellhouse, intensifier, 344 
Bernouilli's law for total energy of I lb. 

of water, 65 
Betts-Brown, Mr. A., on ** hydraulic 

power," 289 
Boilers of Hydraulic Power Co.'s en- 
gines, 179 
Boiling point of water, Rankine's rules 

for» 331 
Bombay hydraulic graving dock, 245 
Borda's mouthpiece or nozzle, 48 
Brake or dynamometer, hydraulic, 358 

— hydraulic, 355 

Bramah, Joseph, inventor of hydraulic 

press, I 
Bridge, draw, with Rigg engine, 270 

— swing, over the Tyne, 265 

— Tower, London, 273 
Bridges, movable, 265 

"British Register Gate " turbine, 145 
Brotherhood hydraulic engine, 249 
Brotherhood- Hastie hydraulic engine, 

255 
Brown's hydraulic derrick, 287 
winch, 289 

— steam accumulator, 281 

— telemotor and steering gear, 283 
Buffer stop, hydraulic, 355 



C. 

Cf values of, for flow in channels, 56 
Calculations on discharge of pipes, 52 

— on discharge of pumps, 322 

— on suction height (pumps), 324 
Cataract Construction Co.'s turbines 

(Niagara), 146 
Capstan engine for magazines, 299 
by Mr. Rigg, 265 
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Centre crane, hydraulic, 207 
Centre of pressure, distance of, from 
centre of area, 33 

of rectangle, 32 

of triangle, 33 

— position of, independent of 

inclination, 32 
Centrifugal governor for water wheels^ 

153 

for turbines, 160 ^/ seq. 

Centrifugal pumps, 1 10 

efficiency of, 118, 128 

history of development of, 1 10 

law of change of pressure in, 

125 

principle of action of, 112 

resume of rules for design of, 129 

sections of good types of, 1 19, 

123, 124 

vane angles of, 115, 117 

whirlpool chamber of, 120 

Chain pumps, 340 

Change of energ]^ at right angles to 

stream lines, 67* 
Clack, different forms of (pumps), 323 
Classification of turbines, 146 
Clutch of Mr. King, 164 
Coal hoists, 205 
Coefficients of contraction, 47 

— of discharge, 48 

— of hydraulic resistance (table of), 60 
Comparison of hydraulic and electric 

methods of transmitting power(table), 

368 
Compressibility of water, 3 

Florentine experiment on, 2 

Contracted section of pipe, loss of head 

at, 59 
Cost of filtering (Porter-Clark process), 
181 

— of pressure water in terms of head, 
182 

Crane, hydraulic, Armstrong's first, 
190 

by Tannett, Walker & Co., 207 

valves of, 199 and Appendix 

Cranes, hydraulic, dock or quay, 195 

for shipping coal, 205 

heavy quay, 200 

railway station, 192 

relief valves for, 191 

with derricking motion, 197 

with fixed pedestal, 201 

-with roller path, 204 

with variable power, 199 

with weighing gear, 198 

Ctesibius, force-pump invented by, i 
Cup-leather packings, 5 
Curves for reference in designing pipes, 
183, 187 



Curves showing efficiencies of pumps, 
128 

relative cost in riveting, 319 

Cylinders of hydraulic presses, 1 1 
— of Otis.lifts, 213 



D. 

D'Arcy's "coefficient" in rule for 
flow in channels, 55 

— rules for flow in pipes, 50 
Davidson steam pump, 327 
Derrick, hydraulic, 287 
Derricking motion (cranes), 197 
Diagrams from pumping engine, 334 
Diameter of pipe for given power, 36.5 
Differential accumulators, 174 

— governor for Pelton wheels, 169 
Disappearing mounting for guns (hy- 
draulic), 297 

(hydro-pneumatic), 294 

Discharge of pumps, rules for, 324 
Distances to which power may be 

transmitted (tables), 364 
Dock or quay cranes, 195 
Dock-gate machinery, 279 
Double-acting pumps, 327 
Draw-bridge, hydraulic machinery of, 
270 

— automatic stop-gear for, 272 
Duplex pumps, 329 

Duty of engines, 335 

— of pumping engines of Hydraulic 

Power Co., 181 

of Worthington type, 335 

Dynamometer, hydraulic, 358 



Economic design of power mains, 364 
Efficiency of centrifiigal pumps, 118, 
128 

— of hydraulic jack, 1 7 

— of intensifier, 348 

— of lifts, 234 

— of press, 13 

— of pumps, 341 

— of Pulsometer pump, 339 

— of pumping engines, 177, 335 

— of turbines, Hercules, 143 

Jonval, 149 

Thomson, 133 

— of water wheels, breast, 109 

overshot, 106 

undershot, 1 10 

Ellington's balances for hfts, 225 
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Ellington's hydraulic pumps, 340 

— pipe joints, 187 
Elswick recoil buffer, 294 

Engines for hydraulic power stations, 

177, 343 

— hydraulic, Armstrong, 251 

Brotherhood, 249 

Haag, 255 

for capstan (warships), 299 

for turning turret (warships), 298 

Engines with variable power, Brother- 
hood-Hastie, 255 

Rigg, 257, 264 

Equipotential surfaces, 34 

Equi-pressure and equal-density sur- 
faces, 35 

Examples on flow in pipes and chan- 
nels, 61 



F. 

Fairbairn's governor for water 
wheels, 154 

— rules for water wheel construction, 
107, 109 

Flowing water, measurement of, 71 

of, by current meters, 72 

of, by water meters, 79 

of, by weir-gauges, 73 

Flow of water, in channels, 55 

in large pipes, 53 

in pipes, 50 

through orifices, 47 

Flanging press, 315 
Fluid, definition of a, 2, 28 

— pressure, intensity of, 28, 31 
nature of, 28 

position of resultant of, 29 

rules for finding, 31 

the same in all directions, 30 

Fiuids with which the engineer has to 

deal, 28 
Force-pump, date of invention of, i 

— double-acting, 327 

— plunger form of, 324 

— single-acting, boiler form of, 326 
Forging press, 314 

Fourneyron turbine (see ** Turbines ") 

— turbines at Niagara, 147 
Frincis' formula for flow by weir-gauge, 

78 
Friction of water at different velocities, 

41 

Perry's, Reynolds'and 

Unwin's experiments on, 42 

Mair's law for, 46 

Reynolds' law for, 44 

Reynolds' law for, in 

English units, 45 



Frictional resistance to sliding (rivet- 
ing), 318 
Froude's laws for water friction, 42 



Ganguillet and Kutter's coefficient, 

56 
Gauge-notch, rectangular, 78 

— V-shaped, 76 
Geyelin's turbine gates, 152 
Girard turbine, 140 

Glasgow harbour tunnel lifts, 237 
Governing of turbines, the, 159 

— of Fourneyron turbines (Niagara), 

i6s 

— of Hercules turbines, 160 

— of Thompson turbines, 155 
Governor, centrifugal, 163 

— for water wheels, 153 

— Hett*s centrifugal, 164 

— King's float, 161 

— Murray's relay, 1 58 

— of Pel ton wheel, 169 
Graving docks, hydraulic, 245 

" Grel " valve of Pulsometer pump, 

238 . 

Guns, disappearing mountmg of, 204 
Gwynne's centrifugal pump, 122, 124 

I Ha AG's hydraulic engine, 255 
Hagan's rule for flow in pipes, 53 
Hand press, 7 
Hat leathers, 5 
Hemp packings, 6 

friction of, 7 

•• Hercules " turbine, 143 

Hett's governor, 164 

Hoists, automatic gate for, 233 

— for shipping coal, 205 
Horse-power lost in hydraulic mains, 

360 
" Hunting " in water-wheel governors, 

167 
Hull Power Supply, engines of, 179 
Hydrant, Greathead's, 104 
Hydraulic accumulator (see " Accumu- 
lator ") 

— balances, 225 

^ deadweight, 225 

intensifying, 228 

movable cylinder, 226 

— brake, 355 

— centre crane, 207 

— cranes (see " Cranes *') 

— derrick, 287 

— Engineering Co., engines by, 177 
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Hydraulic engines (see " Engines "). 

— flanging press, 315 

— forging press, 314 

— gradient, 49 

for pipes of varying diameter, 51 

— intensifier (see ** Intensifier ") 

— jack, common form of, 14 
efficiency of, 17 

improved form of, 17 

— jacks, Cleopatra's Needle lifted by, 

16 

— lifts (see •* Lifts "). 

— machine tools, 301 

— machinery defined, I 

for bridges (see ** Bridges ") 

on board ships, 281 

" on warships, 291 

— mounting for guns, 295 

— plate-bender, 316 

— Power Co., London, engines of, 177 
supply, 175 

— press, applications of, 19 

change of pressure in, 10 

details of, 1 1 

efficiency of, 13 

elementary principle of, 3 

hand form of, 7 

modem form of, 13 

for covering cables, 22 

for expressing linseed oil, 23 

for nnaking lead pipes, 20 

for tightening cask hoops, 26 

in Mr. Greathead's shield, 26 

packing leathers of, 5 

piping for, 13 

pumps for, 1 1 

reasons for high efficiency of, 8 

to be emptied of water during 

frost, 13 

velocity ratio of, 4' 

' — pumps, 340 

— punching machines, 303 

— rams, 348 

— recoil buffer, 293 

— riveters, 304 

— winch, 289 
Hydraulicising, 105 
Hydro-pneumatic mounting for guns, 

294 



I. 

Impulse turbinesft^^ . 

Unwinds rul^srlor design of, 140 

Injector hydrant of Mr. Greathead, 104 
Intensifier, Bellhouse form of, 344 

— Ellington's form of, 346 

— intensifying ratio of, 347 

— used with packing presses, 10 



Intensifying accumulator, 175 
Intensity of fluid pressure, 28 

independent of inclination, 

29 

J. 

Jet, contraction of, 47 

— pressure of, against a surface, 95 
Jet-propelled boats, 90 

— lifeboat, City of Glasgow^ 93 
Jet propulsion, 87 

efficiency of, 91 

— use of, in gold mining, 105 
Jonval turbines (see "Turbines") 
of Niagara Falls Paper Co., 149 



K. 

**K," values of, in rule for speed 
(turbines), 139, 145 
I Kelvin's (Lord) rule for area of con- 
I ductor, 367 

I King's centrifugal governor, 163 
I — clutch for turbines, 164 

— float governor, 161 

L. 

La LouvifeRE canal lift, 244 
Leather packings for presses, &c., 5 
Les Fontinettes canal lift, 242 
Lift-pump, 323 
Lifts, canal, 239 

— for passengers, 207 

accidents to, 231 

balances of (hydraulic), 224 

balancing arrangements of, 

I 221 

I calculations of ram area, 209 

' direct-acting, 209 

efficiency of, 234 

of Otis Elevator Co., 213 

'* Reliance," form of, 213 

safety gears for, 217 

suspended types of, 213 

valves for, 229 

— for vehicles, 235 
Lines of force in fluid, 34 
Linseed oil press, 23 

Locomotive tender apparatus for pick- 
ing up water, 103 
London Hydraulic Power Co., accumu- 
lators of, 180 

boilers of engines of, 179 

engines of, 177 

— hydraulic pumps for, 340 

cost of, to consumer, 181 
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M. 

Mains, hydraulic power, economic de- 
sign of, 364 

Mather & Piatt, dynamometer by, 358 

Mixed-flow turbines, 143 

Modulus of cubic compressibility of 
water, 3 

Movable bridges (see " Bridges ") 

— cranes, 195 



N. 

Narva, turbines at, 152 
Niagara, turbines at, 147 

governor of, 165 

results of tests of governors of, 

167 

— turbine-power installation at, 146 
Nozzle, the ball, 100 

Nozzles for fire-hoses, 99 

— for mining, 105 

— velocity of jet from, 100 



Octopus hydraulic baling press, 13 
One-hundred ton hydraulic crane, 204 
Ordinary intensifier, 346 
Otis " Elevator," 213 

repacking arrangements of, 216 

safety gear of, 216 

Otto Guerricke's experiments, 321 



P. 



Packing leathers, 5 

friction of, 6 

Pascal on atmospheric pressure, 321 
Pascal's law for fluid pressure, 3 
Passenger lifts, 207 
Pawl governor, by King, 161 ; by 

Snow, 160 
Pearsall's correction o( Unwin's for- 
mula for pipes, 53 

— hydraulic ram, 352 
Pelton wheel, 97 
governor, 169 

Perfect fluid, definition of a, 28 
Piccard & Pictet, governor by, 165 
Pipes, joints of, 187 

— strength of, 183 
Plasticity of materials, 27 
Plate bender, hydraulic, 316 
Platform cranes, 193 

Platen of hydraulic press, 7, 1 1 



" Pressure energy" defined, 66 

— diagram from hydraulic ram, 352 

— due to shock, 188 

— of a jet against a surface, 96 

— required for expressing oil, 24 
for making lead pipes, 22 

— variation of, in hydraulic press, 9 
Portable punching machines, 303 

— riveting machines, 304 
Power from Niagara, 146 

— waste in hydraulic mains, 360 
Pulsometer pump, 336 

Pump, Davidson steam, 327 

— double-acting, 327 

— plunger form of, 324 

— three-throw, .327 

— with ball valves, 325 

— Worthington compound, 332 

compensating attachment of, 334 

simple form of, 330 

Pumping hot water, 331 
Pumps, chain, 340 

— duty of, 335 

— duplex, 329 

— hydraulic, 340 

— suction, 321 

— useful rules for design of, 335 



" Q = AV,** method of measuring flow, 

R. 

Radial flow turbines, 131, 137 
Radial velocity in centrifugal pumps, 
129 

in Thomson turbine, 133 

Railway station cranes, 192 
Rankine's formula for efficiency of jet, 
92 

— formulae for boiling point of water, 

331 

Ram of press, lift, &c., apparent 

weight of, 8, 228 
Ram of press, material of, 1 1 

— hydraulic, invention o(, i 

simple form of, 349 

usual form of, 350 

Pearsall's form of, 352 

Reaction turbines, 130 
Reactive force of jet, 87 
Recoil buffer, Elswick, 294 

— buffers, 293 

Relay engine (Rigg), 261 

— governor for turbines, 158 
Relative cost of hydraulic and hand 

riveting, 318 
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■** Reliance " passenger lifts, 213 
Relief valve of cranes, 191 

of engines, 252 

of hand press, 7 

of hoop lightening press, 27 

Resistance to sliding (riveting), 318 
Reynolds* experiments, 43 
Rigg's hydraulic engine, 257 
Roller-path cranes, 203 

— of swing bridge, 267 

" Rotation," expression for, 70 
Riveting machines, portable, 304 

stationary, 310 

Rule for power waste in mains, 362, 

367 
Rules as to velocity (turbines), 145 

— for best diameter of mains, 365 

— for design of centrifugal pump, 129 

— for power waste in electric conduc- 

tor, 367 



S. 

Safety-gear of lifts of Glasgow Har- 
bour tunnel, 238 

Otis, 219 ; Reliance, 217 

Shield for tunnelling, Mr. Greathead's, 

24 
Ship machinery (hydraulic), 281 
Shock, pressure due to, 188 
Slewing cylinders of cranes, 190 
Smith, A., and Stevens, lifts by, 213 
5now governor for turbines, 160 
Somers Town wagon lifts, 235 
Southampton, cost of proposed power 

supply, 182 
.Speed regulation, 153 
Starting valve for lifts, 230 
Stationary punching machines, 307, 

3" 

— riveters, 310 

Steering gear, Brown's hydraulic, 283 
Stream lines, change of energy along, 

across, 67 

Strength of thick pipes, 184 
Suction or atmospheric pump, 321 

— tube, centriftigal pumps, 114; tur- 

bines, 137, 157 
Sudden change of area of pipe, 57 
Supply for pumps (Hydraulic Power 
Co.), 180 



Tannett, Walker & Co/s centre 

crane, 207 
Telemotor, Brown's, 283 



Thickness of pipe for a given pressure, 

183 
Three-ram wagon lift, 235 
Three-throw pump, 327 
Thurston, test of turbine by, 143 
Torricelli's discovery, 321 
Tower Bridge, London, 273 

machinery of, 275 

Turbines and turbine-power installa- 
tions, 146 

— at Niagara, 147 

— elementary theory of, 130 

— efficiency of (see ** Efficiency ") 

— classification of, 146 

— Fourneyron type of, 137, 147 

— Girard type of, 141 

— impulse, Unwin's construction for, 

140 

— inward flow tjrpe of, 1 31 

— Jonval type of, 149, 152 

— mixed-flow, 143 

— pressure or reaction type of, 131 

— regulation of speed of, 155 

— summary of rules for, 145 

— Thomson form of, 131 
Turret turning engine, 298 
Tweddell's system of machine tools, 301 



U. 

U leathers, 5 

Unwin's, Professor W. C, experiments 

on water friction, 42 . 
rules for design of impulse 

turbines, 140 

— rules for flow in pipes, 53, 54 

Useful rules for pump design, 335 



Valve of Armstrong engine, 252 

— of Brotherhood engine, 250 

— of Otis lifts, 213 

— of "Reliance" lifts, 230 

Vane angle of imdershot water-wheel, 97 
Vane angles, centrifugal pump, 115, 

117 
turbines, 131, 134, 135 

— shape of, impulse turbine, 141 

inward-flow turbine, 136 

axial flow turbine, 138 

Variable-power cranes, 199 

— engines, 255 

Velocity of flow and friction, 41 

from orifices, 49 

in channels, 55 

in pipes, 50 

in turbines, 145 
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Victoria Docks, hydraulic graving dock, 

248 
Viscosity defined, 28 
Vortex turbine, 131 

speed regulation of, 155 

V-shaped weir-gauge, 76 



W. 

Water meters, American, 84 

Kennedy, 80 

Kent *' absolute," 82 ; Kent 

** uniform," 86 

Siemens, 79 

Schonheyder, 80 

Venturi, 84 

— pressure, law of change of, 36 

— wheels. Breast, 107 
Overshot, 105 



Water wheels, Undershot, 109 

efficiency of (see ** Efficiency ") 

governing of, 153 

Warships, hydraulic machinery of, 291 

Waste of power in hydraulic mains, 
360 

(tables), 363-8 

Weisbach's rule for flow in pipes, 51 

Weir-gauges, rectangular, 77 

— V-shaped, 76 

Weston's experiments on ** ram '* pres- 
sures, 189 

Whirling liquid, equipotential surfaces 
in, 39 

lines of force in, 36 

Willans and Robinson, dynamometer 
for, 358 

Winch, hydraulic, 289 

Wood, R. D., & Co.'s turbines, 149 

Worthington steam pumps, 330 
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